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Features

ENDSAND MEANS

Microfinance was supposed to lead the poor out of poverty. Yet after a rash of
borrower suicides in one Indian state, experts and governments question the
industry’s success. By Michael Fitzgerald, AB’86

LIFEINPRACTICE
Inhislatest book, sociologist Richard Sennett, AB’64, explores the social
craft of cooperation. By Elizabeth Station

YEARS OF CHEERS
For five decades, Stuart Rice and his doctoral students have had great
chemistry. By Lydialyle Gibson

PERFORMANCE ANXIETY
Psychologist Sian Beilock studies what makes people choke under pressure
and offers techniques to prevent those mental meltdowns. By Fason Kelly

AFRIDAY NIGHT STORY
In1980s Baltimore, a family recalls an act of kindness—and finds a way to
repay it. By Fack Tucker, PhD’72

Departments

EDITOR’SNOTES
The Magazine’s loud print redesign gave us a good excuse to turn up the
volume online.

LETTERS
Readers sound off on a UF O scholar, the state of the middle class, the term
“UChicago,” and the Magazine’s new look.

ONTHEAGENDA

Business-school dean Sunil Kumar discusses Chicago Booth’s global
programs, its new television studio, and its relationship with the rest of
the University.

UCHICAGO JOURNAL

A Law School clinic lobbies for food-truck entrepreneurs; Fermilab’s
Tevatron smashes its last particle; reporter Claire Gillis, AB’98, recalls her
captivity in Libya; the campus community remembers a colorful life; Bonnie
Jo Campbell, AB’84, explores the consequences of freedom; and Second City
cofounder Bernard Sahlins, AB’43, lets poets’ words speak for themselves.

C.VITAE
Vince Michael, AB’82, AM’82, builds community by saving buildings.

PEERREVIEW
For Hassan S. Ali, AB’07, karaoke embodies the personality he discovered
in college. Plus: Alumni News, Deaths, and Classifieds.

LITE OF THE MIND
Ready for winter? Use our pattern to snip a phoenix-shaped paper snowflake.

back to December 1994, web-exclusive content, and links to our Facebook,

° See the full print issue of the University of Chicago Magazine, archives
Twitter, Flickr, and Tumblr accounts at mag.uchicago.edu.
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EDITOR’S NOTES

A site for sore eyes

BY AMY BRAVERMAN PUMA

ynowregularreadersknow
about the Magazine’s print
redesign, which you might
consider our loud insis-
tence that print lives. Yet
we are also believers in—
and consumers of—online
journalism. We’ve run a
blog, UChiBLOGo, since
2004, and more recently
we’ve jumped into social
media: Facebook, Twitter, Flickr,
Tumblr. But our fairly static website
haslooked the same since 2002.

‘We took the opportunity of our
print redesign to rethink our web
presence. After watching how read-
ers interacted with our former site
and how they responded to our social-
media forays, interactive content edi-
tor Joy Olivia Millerled a collaboration
between the Magazine’s editors, de-
signers, and web developers and the
Chicago-based web-design and -de-
velopment firm Palantir. The results
are amore dynamic, interactive site.

The updated website contains all the
storiesinthe printedition, which comes
out six times a year, and also highlights
more timely or otherwise interesting
stories from the University News Of-
ficeand from the alumni publications of
different divisions and schools. We’ve
nixed UChiBLO Goin favor of publish-
ing web-exclusive stories on our main
site and shorter items on Tumblr. The
website links to that microblog as well
as to our other social-media accounts,
slide shows and videos, and RSS feeds
tooutside newspaperand magazine sto-
ries about alumni.

One of the most exciting changes is
that we’ve extended the conversational
spirit of our Letters section online, in
the form of comments. Readers can
comment on every story as well as on

eachother’s comments. (Whenyoudo,
we’ll remind you that we might print
your comment in the Magazine.)
We’ve also responded to a frequent
request by international alumni, who
receive the magazine much later than
those in the United States, and iPad us-
ers. Readers can now download a PDF
of the print magazine online (except
for Alumni News, which, for privacy
reasons, remains password protected).
Note: we’ve changed our URL.
Please bookmark mag.uchicago.edu.
Our old site, magazine.uchicago.edu,
remainsavailable tosearchthearchives.

OUR ACE ALUMNI

The Magazine thanks all who donated
to this past spring’s appeal, helping us
to bring you University and alumni
news both in print and online. Those
who gave $50 or more received a
deck of UChicago gargoyle-themed
playing cards. To see some of illus-
trator Philip Cheaney’s inspirations
and drawings, or to make a gift and
get your own deck, visit magazine
.uchicago.edu/cards.

—Amy Braverman Puma
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LETTERS

“... throught-provoking images and no cover lines, appealing to our readers’
sense of curiosity ...” (Editor’s Notes, Sept—Oct/11).

A library where the dust
jackets are blank except
for “thought-provoking
images.” By appealing to
students’ sense of curi-
osity, we can get them to
read all the books.

I'look forward to seeing this prin-
ciple applied to other aspects of Uni-
versity life.

A library where all the dust jackets
areblank except for “thought-provok-
ingimages.” By appealing to students’
sense of curiosity, we can get them to
read #//the books.

At uchicago.edu, only thought-
provoking images without labels. By
appealing to the viewers’ sense of curi-
osity, we get them to click #// the links
hoping to find what they wanted.

Andwhen e-mails are sent, no subjectline. Of course, the first thing we all do
when we read our e-mails is to go first to e-mails that have no subject line.

P.S.Isee youinadvertently printed topics from the Magazine on its spine. If
you’re going to keep your readers guessing, you willneed to blank the spine too!

Charles M. Cohon, MBA’o5
Glenview, Illinoss

Scientific method 101
Although the profile of Stanton
Friedman, SB’55, SM’56, (“Science?
Fiction?” Sept-Oct/11) does not sub-
stantively address the issue of the ex-
istence of UF Os, its serious treatment
of Friedman cannothelp butlend some
unwarranted credibility to his the-
ses. Those theses are not accepted in
the scientific community because he
violates several fundamental rules of
critical thinking in the way he uses
phenomenology to support atheory.
First, when some phenomenon can-
notbe explained by what we currently
know, we donot thereby gainalicense
to make up explanations for it out of

whole cloth. Speculations and imagi-
native hypotheses are a good place
to start, but they must be rigorously
investigated and established as facts
before anyone can assert that some
otherwise unexplained event in the
sky equates to the proposition that
UFOsarereal.

Second, not being able to prove that
something is false is not evidence that
it is true. Third, given that a large
number of unexplained phenomena
have been observed, you cannot arbi-
trarily group the ones you wish into
a subset; you either have to explain
them all at once or one at a time. ...
Grouping them is a circular exercise:
the principal reason to group them in
some way is to conjure up evidence for
a thesis (such as UF Os exist) needed
to justify the basis of grouping them.
There is no reason to exclude the sock
missing from your dryerasevidence of
UFOs, if its absence can be explained
by aliens in UF Os; most of us, howev-
er,look for more prosaic explanations,
just as we should for lights in the sky.

Fourth, the attribution of things we
fail to understand to the operation of
an extraterrestrial intelligence lies
at the root of religious thought, and
amounts to a leap of faith, not a scien-
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tificdescription of any aspect of mate-
rial reality.

Fifth and finally, scientific expla-
nations must not merely account for
what we observe, but should indicate
what else we might observe that we
have never looked for. If UFOs are
really out there in the abundance hy-
pothesized by Friedman, there surely
should be other consequences of their
presence, more common and verifi-
able than an occasional visual expe-
rience, which some subject cannot
personally grasp. For example, they
should be all over our radar screens
(you can’t have it both ways, saying
that unexplained radar events are
caused by UF Os, but that UFOs can-
notbe detected by our radar).

Insum,Isuggestthattherearethings
we don’t understand in our world, but
thereisnotyetany valid or compelling
link between that realization and the
suggestion that UFOs have anything
to do with them.

Keith Backman, SB’69
Bedford, Massachusetts

Foiled again
Nice to know I'm not the only alum
with an aluminum foil hat.
Sonja G. Foxe, AB’75
Chicago

Science!
A refreshing and enlightening article
on this dedicated man’s work; good to
see it treated in a serious and thought-
ful way. I have been hopeful that the
publication of Leslie Kean’s book,
UF Os: Generals, Pilots, and Government
Officials Go on the Record, would be a
catalyst for amore scientific approach
of the topic of unidentified aerial phe-
nomena, so I was surprised and de-
lighted to read the Friedman profile.
Thank you.
Linda Paulus, AM 99
Grayslake, Illinots

Fiction!
Aliens in flying saucers? If I write
some books on fairies, will I get an
eight-page article in the Magazinetoo?
How about if I claim the earth is flat?
(Really, walk outside, look around—
looks flat! Who are you going to be-
lieve, know-it-all scientists or your
own eyes?)

“Fusion! Every astronomer in the
world knows that’s what powers stars,

NVINAIIYA NOLNVLS ASTLINOD OLOHd
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buttheynever giveathoughttousingit
for a propulsion system.”—Friedman
Yes ... so on the first page, he betrays
his complete lack of understanding of
science and the scientific enterprise.
... We haven’t proposed it as a propul-
sionsystem because we’ve never man-
aged to get more energy out of fusion
than we put7z. But thisis the holy grail
of energy research and is why, for ex-
ample, we spent billions of dollars on
the National Ignition Facility.
“There were three signs that soon
these Earthling idiots would be mov-
ing out into the galaxy: V-2 rockets,
atomicbombs, and radar.”—Friedman
Funny how the technology of his
youth just zappens to be the key to in-
terstellar travel—except, youknow, it
isn’t. Galactic distances are measured
in kiloparsecs (~3,000 light years).
This placeis friggin’ huge, and there’s
noway youcantravel throughitinany
reasonable amount of time. The maxi-
mum speed of a V-2 rocket would get
it to the nearest star in a bit over a mil-
lion years. Homo sapiens have existed
for what, 10 percent of that?
David Syphers, AB 03
Boulder, Colorado

Give the guy an MBA
Although Stanton Terry Friedman
was astudentin the Division of Phys-
ical Sciences, Iurge Chicago Boothto
grant him an honorary MBA in rec-
ognition of his entrepreneurial and
marketing skills, as demonstrated by
his ability to earn a comfortable liv-
ing promulgating nonsense for some
four decades.
Peter Pesch, SB’ss5, SM’56, PhD’60
Beachwood, Ohio

Waiting for SETI
I found the article on Stanton Fried-
man most interesting. Friedman men-
tions Carl Sagan’s (AB’54, SB’55,
SM’56, PhD’60) disinclination to
credit his “evidence” for UFOs. Al-
though Sagan was, at least as an un-
dergraduate, full of stories suggesting
that alien visits had occurred several
times over the centuries, I believe he
wanted no hint of kookiness associ-
ated with his own work, and he was
willing to wait for testable scientific
evidence, e.g., via SETI, of extrater-
restrial intelligence.

Roger Kelley, AB’54

San Fose, California
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Photographic memories

I enjoyed reading Jason Kelly’s “Lost
and Found” (Sept-Oct/11); however,
I enjoyed the accompanying photo-
graphs even more and believe Mr.
Fourcher and his son, Mike, are owed
a debt of gratitude. The photos have
special meaning for me because I grew
upinthe West Side neighborhood dur-
ing that period and recognized many
friends, relatives, and places shown.

I was in my junior year in high
school when these pictures were tak-
en. My mother, who was in one of the
photos on page 63 [and above—Ed.],
which showed her reaching for an un-
known child, gave my sister and me
to our great-grandparents years ear-
lier when we were infants. My great-
grandparents raised us, along with
their ten grandchildren, because their
one child passed away due to compli-
cations related to the birth of her last
child. We alllived in a three-bedroom
apartmentonthe cornerof Damenand
‘Washburne, which was within a few
blocks of most of the locations shown
in Fourcher’s photographs.

Asthearticle correctly pointed out,
having a camera for most of us living
in that neighborhood was a luxury
few could afford. Indeed, my great-
grandmother and great-grandfather
died in 1968 and 1972, respectively,
and no one has any photographs of
them. I saw photos of the first two
grade schools I attended that were
torn down before I finished high
school; other than my mother, the
friends and relatives shown in these
pictures are dead. The photographs
taken by Mr. Fourcher provided an
opportunity to go back in time to see
and remember some of the people and
places I thought I would never see
again. Looking at these photographs
was important because the thoughts
and memories I experienced—good
and bad—were very therapeutic.

Melvin Houston, MBA’79
Detroit
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LETTERS

Shades, please
Sunlightisbad forbooks and worse for
the human skin (“Librodome,” Sept-
Oct/11). And I had thought after the
disaster of the Bibliothque Nationale
in Paris every librarian and architect
would avoid such folly.
Michael Andre, AM 69
New York

Fames Vaughan, the Library’s assistant
director for access and facilities, responds:
The impact of sunlight on both books
and people was carefully considered
as the Mansueto Library was de-
signed. The books are stored under-
ground, away from any sunlight. To
protect books and people under the
dome, high-performance Low E glass
was used, which filters out 99 percent
of the light’s UV rays, rejects 73 per-
cent of solar heat gain, and filters out
50 percent of the visible light. In ad-
dition, a ceramic frit pattern, applied
to all the glass above 13 feet 6 inches,
opacifies 57 percent of the glass area,
increasing the values above.

Engineering redux
Congratulations on the excellent pro-
file in your Sept-Oct/11issue of Ned
Seeman, SB’66, and his pioneering
of DNA nanotechnology (“Crystal
Method”). One thing the author ne-
glected to mention, though, is that
despite the rather grim-faced photo of
Ned, heis areally great guy.

Since nanotechnology is closely re-
lated to molecular engineering, let me
add thatIamvery glad to see from this

issue that the University is making
excellent progress in developing the
Institute for Molecular Engineering.
But it is too bad that President Zim-
mer’sremarks on the institute (On the
Agenda, Sept—Oct/11) refer to “the
long-standing position of the Univer-
sity againsthaving engineering.” This
isamyth,thoughawidespread andre-
markably persistent one. As Robert]J.
Storr documents in his book Harper’s
University (University of Chicago
Press,1066), Harper felt strongly that
the University needed an engineering
school and tried unsuccessfully to ob-
tain funding from John D. Rockefeller
and through a possible merger with the
Armour Institute of Technology (now
the Illinois Institute of Technology).

In Max Mason’s brief presidency a
merger with the Armour Institute was
again investigated but rejected since
funds would not have been adequate to
createanengineering school of the same
quality astherestof the University. Ten
years into Robert Maynard Hutchins’s
presidency there was a chance for a sub-
stantial donation for an engineering
school, and it was vigorously pursued,
though the money ultimately went to
Northwestern for reasons too complex
to summarize here.

In brief, at least through the
Hutchins administration, the Univer-
sity repeatedly sought funding for an
engineering school. Atno time in this
period—and as far as I know, though I
haven’t examined more recent archi-
valrecords, atno time since then—did
the University take a position against
engineering; it was always a matter of
inadequate funds.

Robert Michaelson, SB’66, AM’73
Evanston, Illinots

Boldly bowdlerizing
You’ve got to be f—ing kidding: a
magazine from an institution of high-
er learning censors the word “n—r”
when quoting one of this country’s
icons (Course Work, “Counter Cul-

ture,” Sept—Oct/11)?
Philip Rogers, AB°86
Oak Park, Illinois

Our use of a dash to split the word “n—r”
in Muhammad Ali’s famous quote, as
we did with this letter, follows AP Style
guidelines for “obscenities, profanities,
vulgarities,” which is cross-referenced
with “nationalities and races.”—Ed.
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At no time did the
University take a
position against
engineering; it was
always a matter of
inadequate funds.

Press the flesh

Ireceived my copy of the Sept—Oct/11
U of C Magazine and was very im-
pressed with the new format.

I was, however, appalled when I
saw the picture on page 18 of Dr. Al-
len Anderson, cardiologist and asso-
ciate professor in the medical school,
depicted examining the chest of his
patient, Mr. Darryl Williams, with a
stethoscope through his clothes (“T'ri-
ple Transplant,” UChicago Journal,
Sept-Oct/11). Iam sure that my teach-
ersat the U of C medical school would
turn over in their graves if they saw
this. From the first day of physical
diagnosis training, medical students
are taught to examine patients onbare
skin and especially not to auscultate
through clothing. I am sure that Dr.
Anderson would draw and quarter a
medical student or house officer if he
observed him/her examining patients
through their clothing.

This picture does not serve the
Pritzker School of Medicine well,
though the storyis a great one.

HowardR. Engel, AB’s1, SB’54,
MD’ss
South Bend, Indiana

Dictionary dig
Correction: pottery fragments are
called sherds, not shards (“Shards
Unseen,” UChicago Journal, Sept—
Oct/11). Shards are are made of glass.
Fennifer Muslin, AM o2
Buffalo, New 1ork

Weused Merriam-Webster s second def-
inition of shard: “or sherd: fragment of
pottery vessels found in sites and in refuse
deposits where pottery-making peoples
have lived.”—Ed.

He digs it

[“Shards Unseen”] is a really terrific
piece—a U of C Peace Corps volun-
teer writing up brilliantly the archaeo-
logical work of a U of C grad student

YALISSOY NO.L A9 OLOHd



colored with the history of the place,

the work being done, and the people

both native and visitor (UChicago

Journal, Sept—Oct/11). Well done, U
of C Magazine. Well done.

Daniel Lake

Rochester Hills, Michigan

Differing definitions of “squeeze”
‘We know that median wages for in-
dividuals have declined or stagnated,
so the growth seen here is from new
workers entering the market (i.e., fam-
ilies adding another worker) or from
government subsidies (“Onthe Upand
Up,” UChicago Journal, Sept—Oct/11).
That doesn’t mean that the middle
class isn’t being squeezed; it means
thatthe response to the middle class be-
ing squeezed is adding more workers,
relying on government subsidies, and
dramatically expanding credit. As for
the credit, as the author says, “If peo-
pleare overspending their means, then
eventually they’re going to underspend
when they pay back debts or when they
cannolongerborrow.” In other words,
they’re delaying another part of the
squeeze for later. And those are just
the obvious problems with the argu-
ment. It’s a great example of how little
economists are aware of social context.
It’s astounding that this counts as aca-
demicwork. Also, the Magazine should
label the chart as “household income.”

Itis misleading asitis.

Dawid Schalliol, AM 04
Chicago

Weused Meyer’slabels onourgraph.—Ed.

Seems squeezed to him
‘With no little irony, the last issue—
which featured Steven Yaccino’s re-
view of Meyer’s paper on a healthy
middle class—arrived the same day as
the Census Bureau released its report
on poverty. Meyer, using his calcula-
tions to readjustinflation, found a rise
in incomes, while the Census Bureau
data reported a poverty rate of 15.1
percent—the highest since 1993—and
46.2 million Americans are now in
poverty, the highestin 52 years of data.
Icannotcommenton Meyer’s method-
ology for recalculating incomes, but
there are some key variables in this
argument that were either briefly dis-
cussed or notdiscussed atall.

Using Census Bureau percentiles
from 1989 to 2004, the bottom four

quintiles of household incomes rose
by single-digit percentages, while
Federal Reserve data for the same
period shows household debt rose by
triple-digit percentages. Thus, stag-
nant incomes were augmented with
precipitous increases in debt.

Meyer states that if people live be-
yond their means, “then eventually
they’re going to underspend when
they pay back debts or when they can
nolonger borrow.” Meyer is certainly
correct, but this understates the situ-
ation’s seriousness. That debt must be
repaid or defaulted on. If it is repaid
(assuming no new debt, no job losses,
no income declines), at present debt
levels the economy will remain de-
pressed for years. If households de-
fault, this places enormous pressure
on banks’ balance sheets. With the
magnitude of household debt, more
banks will have to fail or be rescued.
Neither scenario is welcoming.

‘We should be concerned over the
disappearance of middle-class wealth.
While Meyer points to the increase
in a home’s square footage, this says
nothing about the declining value of
those homes, and home values create
the bulk of middle-class wealth.

In this post-Boskin Commission
era, inflation has likely increased
more than officially reported, and the
CPI assumes consumption is paid for
with cash, not debt. There is no ac-
counting for households paying inter-
est on debt, and this creates a further
tightening of budgets.

The solution is not to increase wel-
fare, for individuals or corporations.
Both have grown markedly, and the
results speak for themselves. Rather,
the only remaining solutionis to drive
healthy increases in self-employment.
Eventhisisfraught with peril. Where
will a middle class, with declining
wealth, find the capital to launch
businesses?

More details can be found in T/e
Vanishing Middle, at www.scribd.com
/doc/28770886/the-vanishing-middle.

E. L. Beck, AM’o7
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Who really pays it back

Looking at Bruce Meyer’s data, I
draw some different conclusions: (1)
The increases he emphasizes mostly
occurred between 1980 and 2000. (2)
From2ooo0to’09,increases musthave
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come from lower taxes and increased
benefits, since pretax income shows
little rise. This corresponds to and ex-
plains the years of large government
budget deficits when Bush was presi-
dent. (3) It took people in the 2000s
many years to realize they should not
increase their own consumption more
than their income increased.

The statement “It all evens out
when ... they pay back debts” is mis-
leading. They didn’t pay back the
debts. /7e did when they defaulted!
Itis also worth considering what psy-
chologists know: most people judge
how “well” they are doing by com-
paring to others. That the upper class
increased their income far more than
the middle class during the years of
the graphis certainly relevant. During
that period, for example, the ratio of
CEOQ pay to that of an average worker
went from 35 to about 300. How can
it be that “it doesn’t look like we’re
going to leave [our kids] declining or
worse living standards” when the in-
comeincreaseinthe chartaveragesi.4
percent per year for 30 years, but the
tuition at the University of Chicago
and other universities goes up far fast-
er than that?

Douglas Duncan (former faculty)
Boulder, Colorado

Bruce Meyer, the McCormick Founda-
tion professor in the Harris School of
Public Policy Studies, responds: There
is much more detail in the full paper
thatexplains the full results and offers
some qualifications.

One should keep in mind the dis-

We are more likely to
have two-earner families
now, but couples spend
less time cleaning their
homes and cooking than
in the past, so the leisure
of families has increased.

tinction between secular trends and
cyclical events. The last few years
have been terrible for many families,
as we have been in a severe cyclical
downturn even though the longer
term trend in income and consump-
tion is favorable for both the middle
class and the poor.

In terms of earnings (which the
Magazinearticle does not cover), over
the past 3o years there have been sub-
stantial increases in family earnings.
True, some of the rise is due to more
workers in the family. But this doesn’t
explain the entire increase. The earn-
ings of full-time working men, prop-
erly adjusted for inflation, has grown
considerably. The earnings growth of
men since thelate199os hasbeen very
slow, but growthin the preceding few
years was so steep that the changes
since 1990 or 1995 are substantial.
Earnings of women working full time
have risen much faster than men. We
are more likely to have two-earner
families now, but couples spend much
less time cleaning their homes and
cooking than in the past, so that the
leisure of families has increased.

In terms of inequality, while there
have been sharp increases in the in-
comes for the top one percent and be-
yond, earnings inequality through the
bulk of the distribution has increased
only slightly in the last 20 years. Since
1990, the ratio of consumption at the
goth percentile to that at the 1oth has
risen only slightly, and consumption
of'the roth percentile has risenrelative
to the median.

The discussion of people overspend-
ing their meansis to point out the advan-
tages of looking at consumption, i.e.,
spending onrentand food and the value
of other goods and services consumed.
Consumption is a more direct measure
of well-being than income—it cap-
tures how people are living their lives.
Consumption will provide some infor-
mation on whether a family has their fi-
nancial affairs in order, but income will
not. Consumption at the median rose
steadily until 2008 and has fallen since.
For some groups we see a consumption
drop that is greater than the income
drop, reflectingdeclining assets, repay-
ing debts, or reduced access to credit.

Reel memory
My favorite memory of a Doc projec-
tionist’s dedication was the night Abby
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gotherlongred hair caughtin the take-
up reel (“Booth School,” UChicago
Journal, Sept-Oct/11). To prevent ei-
ther losing a hunk of hair or stopping
the movie, she sat through that reel
carefully following the reel round and
round with her head. This would have
been about1970—those 16mm years.
Fim Fubak, AB’72
New York

An alum goes clubbing
DocFilm was the first club I joined on
campus in 1963, then Vista, Folklore
Society, SNCC, SDS (if you don’t
know whatthese are, gotoaDocFilm
showing of Rebel with a Cause).
Steve Goldsmith, AB’66
Torrance, California

Round Table memories
The item about the radio program
Round Table (Original Source, UChi-
cago Journal, Sept—Oct/11) reminds
me of an incident that occurred dur-
ing the mid-1950s. At that time the
Malayan peninsula, part of the British
Empire, wasbeing gobbled up by Com-
munist insurgents. A Round Table ses-
sion was set up to discuss the situation.
The roundtablers were Hans Morgen-
thau, the very distinguished professor
of political science and international
relations,and Norton Ginsburg AB’41,
AM’47,PhD’49,then ajunior member
ofthe Geography Department faculty,
with George Probst, AB’39, AM’s35,
as moderator. Norton, who was my
good friend and colleague, had as one
of his specialties the geography of
Southeast Asia. He went on to a chair-
manship anddeanshipat Uof Candtoa
distinguished career of his own.
Before going on the air, they held
a discussion to determine the limits
within which the group would operate.
Theothertwo turned to Ginsburg,sohe
could sketch out how the situation was
developing. Norton said that things
were going in Malaya like a slow meat
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grinder, but if the insurgents crossed
the Isthmus of Kra, it would be abrand-
new, losing, ball game. The Isthmus of
Kra? Ginsburg explained that it is the
narrow neck of the peninsula. After a
bit of talk it was decided that the Isth-
mus of Kra would not be mentioned, as
that involved a fair amount of technical
explanation, and since this was radio,
not TV, itwouldbe difficulttobring the
audience up to speed.

So the broadcast began, and at one
point the discussion slowed down.
Sketching the possible scenario became
difficult. And then, in his inimitable,
guttural German accent, Morgenthau
said, “Uff course, if zey crross ze 1z-
thmus of Krraa ...” The three of them
stopped in midflight, clutched their
sides, and sat helpless with silent laugh-
ter. They managed to contain them-
selves, and the listeners must have
wondered what was going on while
about 3o seconds of dead air passed.

Robert . Wolfson, SBy7, AM 50,
PhD’56
Forest Hills, New Vork

Redesign reax

Youare probably receiving many com-
ments like this, but I hate the new for-
mat. It looks like you were trying to
economize, and you should have just
admitted that cost savings was the rea-
son for changes.

Problem number one is that the
printis just too small to read comfort-
ably. Did you test the print size with
anyone over 45?

Problem number two is the pink
paper in the Alumni News section. It

looks cheap, and the print is also way
to small. If youhadjust said we are us-
ing recycled paper to economize and
be responsible, I would be happier.
Presenting the changes as aneeded
style update does not make me happy
with your decisions.
Naomi Goring, AB’66
Sneads Ferry, North Carolina

The uncoated pink paper is not recycled,
nor is recycled paper less expensive than
unrecycled paper. Our paper is, howev-
er, certified by the Sustainable Forestry
Instiative.—Ed.

Give itan A
It’s great! Unique! Far superior!
Christopher Fama, U-High 81,
MBA9r
Chicago

Give it a C-minus
The editor writes, “For the University
of Chicago Magazine, it was time for a
makeover. When we last redesigned
in 2002, styles were different, and
nine years later our need for an update
showed (Editor’s Notes, Sept-Oct/11).”
Ithought the University stands for sub-
stance rather than style. Congratula-
tions on inventing New Coke.
Stephen Casner (parent)
Fort Lee, New Fersey

No small quibble
The font on the redesigned Magazine
is too small for aging eyes.
David Sudermann, AM’67, PhD’73
Northfield, Minnesota

Thanks to all who wrote in about the
Magazine’s redesign. The complaint we
received the most was that the new font is
too small. The actual height of the letters
has not changed, but we have reduced the
leading, or the amount of space between
lines of type. Art Director Guido Men-

surrounding it.

BLAST FROM THE PAST

For years my husband and | have been receiving the
Magazine. Often there are articles we would like to
read. But the brown paper and invisible ink keeps
putting us off. Neither of us has ever read more than a
bit here and there. It is too frustrating to try to focus
on type just barely distinguishable from the gloom

Isabella McClaughlin Stephens, AM’41,

in the May-June 1972 issue
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| thought the University
stands for substance
rather than style.
Congratulations on
inventing New Coke.

dez notes that most magazines use type
that is too small, but readers only notice
when there has been a change. Pentagram
partner Luke Hayman responds that
t00-small type “is the main complaint we
get with every redesign, including those
where we increase the size.” We appreci-
ate the feedback and will continue to track
reader responses.—Ed.

Who put the U in UChicago?
Congratulations on the new the Un/-
versity of Chicago Magazine. It’s not as
shocking as the transition from U of C
to UChicago, but impressive nonethe-
less. Content continues to impress too.
Maurice S. Mandel, AB’56, AB’57
Port Washington, New 1ork

The change to UChicago has been tricky
for us too, but we’ve come to see its value.
The University picked up on what current
students and recent graduates are saying,
which reflects the University’s website,
uchicago.edu. Plus UChicago better dis-
tinguishes us from the city, from UC-
Berkeley, and from UIC.—Ed.

Please include pleas

You invited comments on the new
look of the Magazine, so here’s mine:
The new format is fine and the con-
tents stimulating as always, but one
thing is missing. In 100 pages (includ-
ing the covers) one can learn how to
connect via various social media and
e-mail lists; enroll at the Graham
School (twice); attend various events;
order books; register for tours; and
even invest in the endowment fund,
but there is never a comment, a col-
umn, or a card inviting contributions
to the University itself. What is in
the Magazine would surely tempt po-
tential donors and encourage those
already giving to increase their com-
mitments. Why is the Magazine so
reluctant to do what just about every
nonprofit I know of and receive publi-
cations from does, which is simply to
request a contribution? As someone
who has made a modest but regular
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annual donation justaboutevery year
since graduation many decades ago,
I would like to see the University re-
cruitotherstodosoaswell,and where
better thanin the one attractive publi-
cation that reaches everyone?
Daniel Mann, AB’s2
Bethesda, Maryland

The University asks alumni and friends
for contributions many times during the
year, inmailings, in e-mails, in phone calls.

The Magazine, like the publications pro-
duced by individual schools and divisions,
is seen as a gift, not an ask. We hope read-
ers enjoy it and that it helps to maintain an
ongoing relationship with the University.
Please note that there are ads soliciting
gifts for specific programs. Give to the Uni-
versity at give.uchicago.edu.—Ed.

Another view of Soviet art
I thoroughly enjoyed “Illustrated
Ideology” (July—Aug/11), which de-
scribes and depicts art in children’s
books from the Soviet Union. How-
ever, I found myself to some extent
in disagreement with its conclusions.
The article seems to maintain that the
art of Soviet-era children’s literature
shifted from experimental and avant-
garde in the 1930s to a realistic, gov-
ernment-mandated style that became
standardized in the 1940s under Sta-
lin, or, as noted on the cover, that So-
viet-era children’s book illustrations
shifted from fanciful to prescriptive.
But as I looked at the illustrations,
and compared the illustrations from
the 1930s to those from the 1940s, it
seemed that such a distinction was
not fully supported by the art that ac-
companied the article. Some of the il-
lustrations from the 1930s seemed not
only abstract but rather authoritarian
andlacking in the human touch, while
some from the 1940s seemed both
human and humane, and illustrated
children defining their own lives and
confidently enjoying their culture.
What’s not to like about gentle, peo-
ple-friendly illustrations from Soviet
children’s books of the 1940s, like the
illustration of children enjoying New
Year’s that appears near the middle of
the article? Perhaps it’s partly a mat-
ter of selection, as I have not seen the
Special Collections Research Center
exhibitthatisreferred tointhearticle.
Caroline Herzenberg, SM’ss, PhD’s8
Chicago

Breast might be best

Ruth Kott’s (AM’07) article about
Joan Wolf’s (AM’92, PhD’97) book
Is Breast Best? Taking on the Breastfeed-
ing Experts and the New High Stakes of
Motherhood brings up important ques-
tions about women as mothers in the
21st century, and I share her funda-
mental concern about women’s deci-
sion making (“Mother’s Milk,” Arts
& Sciences, July—Aug/11). ButI think
she sets up a false argument.

Stating that “much of the research”
on breast-feeding is flawed, Kott
points to studies from the past 20
years that are not well controlled or
have other methodological flaws. Yet
sheignores avastbody of high-quality
research whichincludes extensive me-
ta-analyses of randomized controlled
trials—such as a report prepared by
an expert panel led by Stanley Ip for
the Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality. Such research establishes
overwhelming evidence for the bene-
fits of breast-feeding and the risks of
notbreast-feeding.

At the same time, it’s true that
breast-feedingis profoundly personal,
and is one of the most intimate physi-
cal relationships women can have.
SoIam in complete agreement with
both Kott and Wolf that the choice to
breast-feed must be the mother’s.

‘Women should never be made to
feel inadequate about their choices in
how to feed their babies, manage their
time, or keep their jobs. Ultimately,
parents do the best that they can for
their children—but from a policy per-
spective, parents need support for this
sometimes overwhelming task. Asthe
executive director of HealthConnect
One, I have worked for more than 25
years with mothersin the mostdesper-
ate economic situations, and I know
well the barriers both to choosing
breast-feeding and to being successful.

Twoyearsago, HealthConnect One
gathered low-income mothers to talk
about infant feeding experiences. We
found that mothers were angry they
had not been given information on the
value of breast-feeding. They were an-
gry theydidn’thave supportin the hos-
pital or in the community to continue
breast-feeding. And they were highly
motivated to work for change.

I think the issue is not really about
the evidence base for the importance of
breast-feeding, and it’s not about legis-
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lating a preference for breast-feeding.
Publichealth policy should make c%o00s-
ing to breast-feed easier. We need poli-
cies, environments and practices that
support successful breast-feeding, so
that every mother has the informed
and supported choice to breast-feed
her baby, and the help she needs to be
successful—on her own terms.
Rachel Abramson
Chicago

Global warming questions

I have followed the global-warming/
climate-change story for years, espe-
cially as it impacts our energy future,
and must admit I am not yet able to
fully accept the theses of studies and
projections suchas those thatappeared
in “Smoke Signals” (Investigations,
July—Aug/11).

The article states that because a
computerized model of the atmo-
sphere was developed, “1974 was the
lasttime anybody who understood the
subject could say there were too many
uncertainties to take climate change
seriously.” When I was an experi-
mental physicist working for the Uni-
versity of Chicago/Argonne National
Laboratory onenergy programsin the
1970s, we always considered theories
and computer models to be hypotheti-
cal until verified, or proven by defini-
tive measurements or observations.

Iam not aware of any empirical evi-
dence that can definitely prove that
anthropological sources of COz2 in
our atmosphere generate a significant

Many naturally
occurring substances
which are in fact
essential to life
become pollutants
when they are present
in excessive quantities.

greenhouse effect leading to climate
change. The measurementsIam aware
of—namely meteorological weather
balloons released to the atmosphere
around the world every day—do not
measure a significant warming effect
as they pass through the COz2 collec-
tion zone (The Great Global Warming
Swindle, directed by Martin Durkin,
2007). This is in direct contradiction
to the computer models used for cli-
mate-change predictions. Hence my
difficulty in taking climate-change
models seriously. If there are sources
of data that do in fact directly verify
the model’s calculations, I would
greatly appreciate someone pointing
them out to me.

Otherwise I wonder if climate
change is another example of dan-
gerous “science groupthink” ala Lee
Smolin and T%e Trouble with Physics.

Edward Bohn, MBA’76
Seahurst, Washington

Raymond T. Pierrehumbert, the Louts
Block professorin geophysical sciences and
in the College, responds: 1 would have
hoped thata University graduate such
as Mr. Bohn would get hisinformation
from the peer-reviewed scientific lit-
erature and not from sensationalized
television pieces such as the one he
refers to. In fact the scientific results
thathad accumulated by 1974 were not
“just a model.” Rather the model was
the embodiment of a vast array of lab-
oratory and field measurements that
confirmed the fundamental premises
first put forth by Arrhenius regarding
the connection between CO2 emis-
sions and global climate disruption.
Mr. Bohn can read about some of the
basic physics in my January 2011 Phys-
ics Today article or, better, through the
peer-reviewed papers collected in our
book, The Warming Papers.

I will also take this opportunity to
respond to Richard Janzow, MBA’63,
whose letter in the Sept—Oct/11issue
claims that the smokestack picture ac-
companying the original article was
misleading. In this, Mr. Janzow is
echoing the laughable claim made ina
coal-industry campaign to the effect
that COz2 is not pollution (“We call it
LIFE!”). Many naturally occurring
substances which are in fact essential
to life become pollutants when they
are present in excessive quantities;
this is the case for nitrates and phos-
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phates from agricultural runoff which
cause dead zones in the Gulf of Mexi-
co, and this is the case for CO2 which
causes dangerous warming when too
much enters the atmosphere (and dan-
gerous acidification when this works
its way into the ocean). Insofar as
most smoke you see from smokestacks
originates in burning of fossil fuels, it
isfair to say that “where there’s smoke
there’s CO2.”

Calling all politicos

Igraduated U-Highin 49 and the Col-
legein’52. Onehuge enriching and en-
grossing experience on the campus for
me was Student Government and its
related activities: elections, sessions,
working for fair housing, combatting
newspaper censorship, contending
with very contentious views about
national and international events. A
campus-wide delegation to Spring-
field to testify and lobby against some
threatened anti-free-speech legisla-
tion is still memorable.

I have often wondered how many
of those campus “politicos” remained
politically active in their adulthood.
Yes, I know about Sandy Levin,
AB’52. How many others?

Inhopesofinspiringacts of personal
responsibility as our homeland empire
collapses, do check out 48south7th
.org/6-NapalmLadies.html.

Foyce (Ellman) McLean, U-High’9,

AB’52
Los Gatos, California

Department of corrections

In On the Agenda (Sept—Oct/11), we
mistyped the name of the Consor-
tium on School Research. In Original
Source (Sept-Oct/11), we mangled
Neil Verma’s title. Verma is a Harper
fellow and collegiate assistant profes-
sor in the humanities. We regret the
errors.

The University of Chicago Maga-
zine welcomes letters about its contents
or about the life of the University. Let-
ters for publication must be signed and
may be edited for space, clarity, and ci-
vility. To provide a range of views and
voices, we encourage letter writers to limit
themselves to 300 words or fewer. Write:
Editor, The University of Chicago
Magazine, 401 North Michigan Avenue,
Suite 1000, Chicago, IL 60611. Or e-mail:
uchicago-magazine@uchicago.edu.
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The business of Booth

MAGAZINE EDITOR AMY BRAVERMAN PUMA INTERVIEWS
CHICAGO BOOTH SCHOOL OF BUSINESS DEAN SUNIL KUMAR.

UMA Chicago Booth is
a big school on campus,
with 3,500 total students.
How do you see the busi-
ness school’s relationship
with the University’s other
schools and divisions?
KUMAR 1It’s crucial that
Chicago Booth have a
symbiotic relationship with
the rest of the University.
It’s important not to have just joint
programs but also collaboration at all
levels. Members of our faculty collabo-
rate with colleagues all over campus.
The most obvious example is with the
economics department, but members
of our faculty participate in research
programs and initiatives across de-
partments. Examples are the Becker
Friedman Institute for Research in
Economicsand the Energy Policy Insti-
tute at Chicago, which has faculty from
the Harris School as well as Chicago
Booth. We also have good ties with the
Law School.

Another example is our Chicago
Careers in Business program with the
College, in which third- and fourth-
years can take courses at the business
school and earn a certificate. Like the
College’s other preprofessional Chi-
cago Careers In... programs, it forms
a complement—not a substitute—for
the fundamental liberal-arts education
providedinthe College. Itisimportant
to learn to think. It’s also important to
practice thinking on certain immedi-
ately relevant topics.

P IsChicagoBooth’srole different dur-
ingaslow economy thaninboom times?
K No. We prepare students for the
rest of their career, not for the coming
year or the coming four years. While it
is harder during challenging economic

After 14 years at Stanford, in January
2011 Kumar became Chicago Booth’s
dean and George Pratt Shultz profes-
sor of operations management.

times for our students to get their first
job, employers understand the value of
a Booth degree, and they understand
the talent pool that we have. So in these
challenging timesit’simportantto make
sure our students take the jobs that fully
realize theiraspirations rather thannec-
essarily the first offer they get.
P Howdo ChicagoBooth faculty mem-
bers get their ideas out to the world?
K The 1967 Kalven Report basically
says the University does not take a posi-
tion on things, but its faculty members
do. That’s not to be interpreted as a li-
cense to disengage from public debate
but as a charge to provide the best pos-
sible platform for faculty members to
disseminate their ideas. So we try to
provide as many forums as possible. For
example, wehaveabranded columnwith
Bloomberg Businessweek called Business
Class. Faculty op-eds also appear in
leading newspapers around the world.
The television studio [to open this
winter at the Harper Center] offers an-
other platform for faculty members to

speak outonrelevantissues. Italsohasa
pragmaticside: Hyde Park doesn’thave
a’T'V studio, and networks find it easier
to do interviews where there is one.
Many of our faculty members already
appear as experts on various networks,
and I suspect the studio’s presence will
have what economists call a supply-side
response. Faculty members—from
Chicago Booth and around the Uni-
versity—will be used more because it’s
easier for the networks to get to them.
P You’ve been conducting a strategic
review of Chicago Booth’s global pro-
grams. Whatis your goal?
K Chicago Booth has a substantial glo-
bal footprint. We have campuses in
London and Singapore, where we offer
executive-MBA programs, and we do
nondegree executive education in many
countries outside the United States. We
havealargealumnibasein116 countries.
And mostimportantly, our programsin
Hyde Park attract students from many
countries. Last year 22 percent of our
graduating class took its first job outside
the United States. Given this, we want
to make sure that we are doing the best
we can with respect to our engagement
with the rest of the world on all these di-
mensions: that we attract the best talent
and that we influence and train current
and future leaders around the world.
Our faculty members have substan-
tial research interests outside the
United States, and it is essential that
the school support this research. The
University of Chicago Centerin Beijing
and the proposed center in India will
help support faculty research in those
regions. They willalso help us with our
nondegree executive-education pro-
grams, in which we train and influence
high-level managers in these countries.
P What’s different about Chicago
Booth’s overseas programs compared
with its peer institutions?
K There are many approaches: Har-
vard and Stanford, for example, do not
have any degree programs outside the
United States. However they do non-
degree executive education and sup-
port research, just as we do. Kellogg
partners with some schools to run joint
programs. We don’t partner. We offer
degree programs outside the United
States, but we use our Chicago-based
faculty. This ensures a certain unifor-
mity of experience and very high qual-
ity. We don’t want to sacrifice quality
toexpand. ¢
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ﬁo truck
with that

A Law School clinic wants to
remove the restrictions on
Chicago’s mobile chefs.

Matt Maroni wanted to be the chef,
and chauffeur, of his own food truck.
In early 2010 he started researching
the business and discovered several
restrictions in Chicago law.

For example, vendors who sell food
from trucks and carts in the city must
parkatleast 200 feet from restaurants
and cannot serve food before 10 a.m.
or after 10 p.m. In addition, the food
must be prepackaged rather than
cooked in the vehicles.

Citations, 21 ...... Harper’s Index, 23 ...... For the Record, 24 ...... Original Source, 28

Maroni pressed on, opening the
foodtruck Gaztro-Wagonin 2010. He
visits different locations around the
city every day, whichhe announces via
Twitter or text message, selling food
prepared in an Edgewater storefront.
Maroni also became an activist,
establishing chicagofoodtrucks.com
to push for fewer obstacles.

He convincedhis alderman tointro-
duce an ordinance that Maroni wrote
to allow on-site food preparation.
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“From the beginning it was just about
me being able to get a food truck,”
Maroni says, “and it just mushroomed
into something bigger than I ever
imagined.”

In August the Law School’s In-
stitute for Justice Clinic on Entre-
preneurship joined Maroni’s cause,
launching My Streets! My Eats!, a
campaign to ease the restrictions. Al-
though the clinic backs the ordinance,
under city-council committee review
in October, it supports even farther-
reaching proposals. “We’re hoping
that it’s only one stepping stone in
our progression toward the ultimate
goal,” says clinic director Beth Mil-
nikel, “which is making sure that Chi-
cago is open for street food.”

Chicago’s restrictions are not un-
usual—45 of the 50 largest cities in
the United States, the clinic says on
its website, “put real barriers in the
way of street vendors.” Regulations
include “no-vending zones” in 33 cit-
iesthat prohibitsalesin downtownar-
easoraround stadiums. T'wenty cities
prevent mobile sales near restaurants
with similar offeringsand 19 limithow
long afood truck can stay in one place.

At the same time, as the Economist
noted last year, mobile vending has
become a bigger and better business.
“Portland, Austin, San Francisco, and

New York have thriving Twitter-driv-
en food-truck scenes,” the magazine
reported. Proponents of establishing a
similar scene in Chicago see it as a mat-
ter of entrepreneurial freedom. Oppo-
nentsraise public-health concerns over
food-preparation conditions, sanita-
tionissuesfrom the trash the sellers and
customers generate, and the economic
threat to brick-and-mortarrestaurants.

Maroni says the perception and
reality of mobile eateries as “roach
coaches” have changed, and the pro-
posed ordinance includes food-safety
requirements. The law would require
mobile vendors to use a commissary
to be licensed. Those commissaries
would have their own licenses and be
subject to inspection. Supplies from
the commissaries could then be used
in the trucks for on-site preparation.

The existinglaws have not deterred
some Chicago chefs. Phillip Foss
runs the Meatyballs Mobile, a “silly
and cute name” for a truck with seri-
ous menu selections, including “beef
shortribs mixed with blue cheese with
Waldorf accompaniments, radicchio
marmalade, celery, apple, candied
walnuts,” he says in a My Streets! My
Eats!video.

Foss says that confusion about the
law has led to run-ins with police.
Tamale vendor Claudia Gonzalez has

received several tickets, and her son,
who helps her with the business, has
been arrested.

Street vendors, says the clinic’s
Milnikel, shouldn’t be “terrified that
they’ll be arrested for selling tamales
to their neighbors.”

—Elizabeth Brandon

PHYSICS

Accelerator
brakes

High-energy physics experiments
at Fermilab’s groundbreaking
Tevatron have run their course.

After 26 years of smashing together
subatomic pieces, researchers at the
University-run Fermi National Ac-
celerator Laboratory powered down
the Tevatron particle accelerator Sep-
tember 30.

Eversince the Large Hadron Collid-
er (LHC),amore powerful accelerator
at CERN, began running experiments
in 2010, word had spread that the Te-
vatron’s days were numbered. Then,
inearly January, atweetfrom Harvard

FIG. 1

AFTER THE ATTACKS

Ten years later, the 9/11 attacks
remain deeply present in the
minds of Americans. The first
report from a partnership between
the Associated Press and the
University-based National Opinion
Research Center compares the
opinions of 1,087 adults polled this
past summer with surveys from
2002-06. The initial shock has worn
away, but more Americans now say
9/11 has affected their lives. While
fewer people report feeling scared,
more are willing to use torture

to fight terrorism, and more

say they’ve lost some “personal
freedoms.”—Mitchell Kohles, 12

People who feel 9/11 has
affected their lives:

2006 20M

People who are angry about having
to fight the war on terror:

2002

20M
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People who are scared of being
a terrorist victim:

3

2004 20M

People who feel the use of torture
against suspected terrorists is justified:

38%

2005 201
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For more than two decades, Fermilab’s particle accelerator Tevatron was a smashing success.

physicist Lisa Randallleaked the news
that signaled the official end of the
once-dominant collider. “Very sad,”
Randall wrote on Twitter. “Tevatron
will be turned off at end of year.”

The Tevatron’s reignin high-energy
research ended almost two years ago.
Researchers at CERN, situated on
the Franco-Swiss border, used their
new collider to break the Tevatron’s
energy-collisionrecordin March 2010.
The LHC will soon produce collisions
with seven times the energy of those
achieved by the Tevatron.

Yet the two colliders were comple-
mentsrather thanrivals—LHC collides
two proton beams together, while the
Tevatron smashed protons into anti-
protons—and experiments at one built
upon the discoveries at the other. With-
out the Tevatron, it may even take
CER N scientistslonger to verify the ex-
istence of the Higgs boson, the final par-
ticle predicted by the Standard Model of
physics, which attempts to explain how
everything in the universe works.

So the Tevatron’s closing ceremo-
nies at Fermilab both mourned its loss

and celebrated its role in getting high-
energy physics this far. “This was all
part of the plan,” says Young-Kee Kim,
a Chicago physics professor and deputy
director of Fermilab. Kim was part of
the team that found the top quark in
1995, the sixth and final of the quarks.

Quarks, elementary particles that
combine to form protons and neu-
trons, come in pairs. When Fermilab
researchers demonstrated the exis-
tence of the bottom quark in 1977, an
international race was on to find its
counterpart top quark. By then James
Cronin, SM’53, PhD’55, professor
emeritus in physics and 1980 Nobel
laureate, had been leading a group to
determine how to generate and study
high-energy collisions. “There were
five accelerators—in Japan, CERN,
Germany, and the United States—
whose primary goal was finding the
top quark,” Kim says.

After the discovery, the Tevatron
continued to lead high-energy physics,
finding four baryons (particles made
up of three quarks) and the tau neu-
trino (near-zero-mass particles that

travel close to, and possibly beyond,
the speed of light). “For quite a while
we were really on top,” recalls Kim,
“and everybody’s focus was on us.”

Now the responsibility of find-
ing the Higgs boson, the last puzzle
piece, falls to the physicists at CERN.
Researchers predict they will find the
Higgs, which lends mass to all other
particles, within the next few years.
Meanwhile, Fermilab researchers
continue to sift through data collect-
ed from past Tevatron experiments
for evidence of the Higgs, or for signs
that it might not exist after all.

The Tevatron’s contributionsreach
beyond high-energy physics and into
now-routine medical practices. The
superconducting magnets used in
MRI machines are the same ones
required to steer the particle beams
around Fermi’s racetrack. In the Te-
vatron’s early days, those magnets
were incredibly expensive to pro-
duce—only a few hundred pounds of
the required niobium-titanium wire
were mined each year. Working with
the mining and manufacturing indus-
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tries, Fermilab scientists and engi-
neers spurred large-scale extraction
of the material and as a result made
MRIs more affordable.

‘While scientists at CERN continue
research on the high-energy frontier,
there is still room for discoveries at
Fermilab. The focus will shift to neu-
trino beams used in fixed-target ex-
periments, and researchers will take
advantage of the Tevatron’s now quiet
machinery. “There are a total of nine
accelerators at Fermilab now,” says
Kim. “Four will be shut down, and
three of these four willbereconfigured
to boost the intensity of the neutrino
and muon beams.” Instead of speed-
ing up the particle beams, researchers
will work to produce the most particles
possible, hoping to observe previously
unseen interactions.

This past June Fermilab proposed
Project X, a new accelerator complex
that could run by 2020. Experiments
would use high-intensity neutrino,
muon, and kaon beams to probe long-
standing questions about matter, ener-
gy, space, and time. They would also
look for ways to safely run nuclear re-
actors using accelerators and to reduce
the half-life of nuclear waste. “These
things have to be studied and re-
searched one by one,” says Kim. “And
Project X can do all of these things.”

Ed Blucher, professor and chair in
the physics department who has con-
ducted research at the Tevatron, sees
the shift in sociological terms. Big
collider experiments, like those now
happening at the LHC, produce data
on several subfields simultaneously.
As a result, CERN’s collider draws
huge numbers of PhD students and re-
searchers—many Fermilabresearchers
have already moved there to continue
their work. “It’s like a faucet that sev-
eral people can drink from at the same
time.” In contrast, Fermilab’s new ex-
perimentsare more focused and engage
smaller groups of scientists.

Fermilab’s challenge over the next
ten to 15 years is to draw researchers
and keep them, Blucher says. Yet par-
ticle physics can move almost as fast
as an accelerated proton beam, and
there’s no telling how the next chapter
will read. “Many of us hope that the
nextbigaccelerator will be builtin this
country,” Blucher says, “and Fermilab
would be the mostlikely place.”

—Miichell Kohles, ‘2

Gillis arrives at a Tripoli hotel May 18 after her release from Libyan custody.

JOURNALISM

A historian’s
first draft

Clare Gillis, AB’98, spent 44 days
in captivity while working as a
freelance journalist in Libya.

‘While onassignmentin Libya this past
April, reporter Clare Gillis, AB’98,
heard that Gadhafi soldiers were clos-
ing in at 300 meters. Had she and her
fellow journalists moved in another
direction, even just 100 meters, they
would have been fine.

Instead, within minutes they were
under fire. Along with two other re-
porters, Gillis was taken prisoner and
spentthenextsix weeksin captivity. A
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photogapher with them, South African
Anton Hammerl, was shot and killed.

For Gillis, reporting from Libyajust
afew months after earning a Harvard
PhD in medieval studies, the move
from academe to war zone was anatu-
ral progression. Studying the Middle
Agesled to an interest in Islamic cul-
ture, she says, and taughther about the
historicalissues that underlie conflicts
like those in the Middle East.

Gillis brings to journalism a schol-
ar’s long view of how events unfold
and beliefs evolve. Ideas like democ-
racy and human rights emerge over
centuries, she says. “It took the West
1,000 years to make good on any of
those promises.” In many other plac-
es, “people don’t have any concept
that these things exist.”

Before she got her PhD, Gillis had
doubts about plunging straight into
academia, which she thought might
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IT’S NOT THE DESTINATION ...
‘Whether it’s personal
relationships, professional
ambitions, or consumer
products, the difficulty of
the quest can enhance the
perception of quality. Chicago
Booth visiting professor
Aparna A. Labroo and PhD
student Sarah Kimidentified
the phenomenon in the

June 21 Fournal of Consumer
Research.In the relationship
category, undergraduate
heterosexual men identified
by the researchers as “smooth
talkers” rated blurry photos
of potential dates higher
than clearimages of the

same woman. Labroo and
Kim conclude that men who
equated more effort witha
better outcome preferred the
hard-to-read photos.

TSUNAMI BREAKS THE ICE

The March earthquake and
tsunami that struck Japan
caused icebergs to break away
from the Sulzberger Ice Shelfa
hemisphere away. Kelly Brunt,
PhD’08,aNASA cryosphere
specialist at Goddard Space
Flight Center, and colleagues
linked the eventsin an August
8 Fournal of Glaciology paper
that marked the first direct
observation of the connection
between tsunamis and glacier
formation. Brunt, Chicago
geophysical-sciences professor

Douglas MacAyeal, and
Northwestern University’s
Emile Okal identified several
new icebergs, which formed
twice the surface area of
Manhattan, in satellite images
justafter the tsunami’s sea
swell reached Antarctica. The
waves reached the ice shelf,
about 8,000 miles from the
epicenter, within 18 hours of
the earthquake. Before the
tsunami, the Sulzberger Ice
Shelfhad remained intact for
46 years.

INSURANGE INHIBITORS
Heart-failure patients covered
by Medicare or Medicaid
have longer hospital stays
andreceive fewer life-saving
treatments than those with
private insurance. John
Kapoor, clinical assistant
professor of medicine, led
astudy thatidentified the
disparities, published in the
September 27 Fournal of the
American College of Cardiology.
Amongthe 99,508 patients
studied, the uninsured and
those on Medicare and
Medicaid were less likely to be
treated with drugs like beta-
blockers and ACE inhibitors
orimplantable monitors that
deliver electric shocks. And
Medicare patients were 22
percent more likely than the
privately insured to die in

the hospital. Kapoor and his

colleagues noted that they
could not determine whether
the differences were because
of the therapies doctors chose
or because low-income patients
refused expensive treatments.

BEHAVIORAL ECONOMICS

‘When mothers lose their

jobs, children suffer more
than an economicimpact.

The associated stress often
leads tolower grades and bad
behavior in school. Heather
Hill, assistant professor in

the School of Social Service
Administration, reportsin the
spring 2011 Fournal of Policy
Analysis and Management that
young children’s behavioral
problems increase more than
4opercent when their mothers
are out of work. Hill collected
data from low-income women
who found employment amid
the19gos welfare reforms.
Many subsequently lost their
jobs. The changing child-care
arrangements and strained
homelives, Hill says, “can lead
toless nurturing and harsher
parenting.”

A PENGUIN NOSE KNOWS

Sense of smell appears to be
how birds distinguish between
relatives and potential mates
to avoid inbreeding. Research
from the University and the
Chicago Zoological Society,
published September 21in the

Penguins have the scents
not to mate with siblings.

journal PLoS ONE, could help
conservationistslearn how to
protectendangered species. In
experiments at the Brookfield
Z.00, Heather Coffin,
AM’09; Jill Mateo, associate
professor in comparative
human development; and
Jason Watters of the Chicago
Zoological Society, found that
penguinsrecognized familiar
scents, suggesting that birds
have amore developed sense
of smell than previously
believed. Livinginlarge
colonies where offspring
return for nesting, penguin
siblings count on scent to
prevent mating, the study
showed. Smellis also how
monogamous pairs identify
each other among thousands
of penguins after one has

been away for days foraging
for food.—Fason Kelly and
Christina Pillsbury 13

limit her freedom to explore. Journal-
ism seemed like a good alternative.

299

goingto Egypt.

her mind. “I said, ‘Forget Tunisia, I'm
Sheboughtherplane

ical-aid convoy. Libya, she says, “oc-
cupies a completely imaginary space

Reporters and historians both evalu-
ate sources and their biases, Gillis
says, and both fields require clear
writing and carefully shaped conclu-
sions based on evidence.

In November 2010, Gillis—who
studied some Arabic during graduate
school—traveled to the West Bank and
filed several stories for the local Pales-
tine News Network. After coming
home for Christmas,she was plannning
to return to the West Bank when dem-
onstrations in Tunisia ousted the coun-
try’s president. Gillis thought maybe
she’d go there. But in January, when
massive antigovernment demonstra-
tions broke out in Cairo, she changed

ticket on January 25, the “day of rage,”
when government forces clashed vio-
lently with protesters.

Arriving in Cairo with no contacts
but with a working knowledge of
Arabic, Gillis witnessed the “totally
unpredictable, totally spontaneous”
revolution. “It was amazing to be able
tosee thatup close and hear people tell
their stories,” she says. She cowrote an
article for the Boston Globe and posted
her photographs and reports to a blog
she called Here on the Ground.

Then in mid-February the Libyan
revolution erupted, and the borders
along its Egyptian side opened. Gillis
arranged aride from Cairo with amed-

in the minds of non-Libyans, because
nobody goes there.” In this “no man’s
land,” the rebels, she recalls, were
“marvelously friendly” and frequently
offered to drive herand otherreporters
to the front lines, training camps, or
hospitals, and to serve as translators.
One morning over breakfast Gillis
chattedwitha USA Today staff writer
who was being pulled back to Cairo.
He said his editor needed somebody
to “babysit” the story in Libya. She
took the opportunity. A week later, in
late March, Gadhafi’s forces attacked
protesters in the city of Benghazi.
“OK, it’s not babysitting the story
anymore,” Gillis told herself.
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Her dispatches appeared in USA
Today and the Atlantic. Early on, Gillis
mostly hung out in Benghazi, where
generally, despite the “ubiquitous
teenagers with Kalashnikovs,” there
was no physical danger. Later she ven-
tured out to the front lines, where she
got “some insight into what was going
on in Libya,” she says, unvailable in-
side the city. She met engineers, black-
smiths, and career army captains in
the special forces, who fought side by
side. Many had lost loved ones, some
in the 1996 massacre at Tripoli’s Abu
Salim prison in which 1,200 prison-
ers were Kkilled, others as recently as
February 20 at the Benghazi Katiba,
amassive military garrison, when the
rebels overwhelmed it. That battle
was a turning point in the uprising.

When Gillis saw the Katiba five
days after it fell, it had become a
“burnt-out hulk that people go and
visitand scrawl graffitiandloot stuff.”

Gillis’s ordeal as a prisoner of the
Gadhafi regime began April 5, as she

and the three other journalists walked
along a road outside the town of Bre-
ga. Afterward she told USA Today
that trucks came racing toward them,
firing shots. Hammerl was hit in the
abdomen and left for dead; the others
were tied up and thrown into the back
of a truck. Then for the next 44 days,
they were interrogated often and
moved from one location to another
in Tripoli. Gillis was alternatively
anxious, angry, and bored. A judge
sentenced the reporters to prison for
entering the country illegally and re-
porting without permission. On May
17 those one-year sentences were sus-
pended. Gillis and the others were re-
leased the next day.

She says she “definitely” plans to go
back to the Middle East. “It will just
depend what’s going on where.” Gil-
lis still sees journalism and historical
research as closely related: two dif-
ferent ways of approaching “the same
problems of human existence.”

—Megan E. Doherty, AM o5, PhD’1o

COMMUNITY

An artful life

Mandeep Bedi, AB’10, who died
trying to help his injured wife, left
a colorful legacy.

Elizabeth Bedi examined a half-graf-
fitied wall before using red spray-paint
to recreate the tattoo that decorates
her upper back—the name of her hus-
band, Mandeep, written in Punjabi.
Mandeep Bedi died August 25 from
injuries sustained during a traffic in-
cident a week earlier; September 1 on
Bartlett Quad, friends gathered to
decorate the wall, in honor of his se-
nior thesis on American graffiti.
Elizabeth, a College fourth-year,
and Mandeep, a sales intern at the
University’s I'T Services Solutions
Center, were driving to campus Au-
gust 19. It’s unclear exactly how cir-
cumstances unfolded, but according

NOBEL CAUSES

Bruce Beutler, MD’81, shown here in his lab, won the 2011 Nobel Prize in medicine forimmunology research that
affects vaccine designs and autoimmune disease treatments. Former professor Thomas J. Sargent (not shown),
who will be a visiting fellow this spring at the Becker Friedman Institute, shared the economics prize.
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Elizabeth Bedi contributed to the graffiti wall that honored her husband.

to the Chicago Tribune, after Eliza-
beth turned onto Garfield Boulevard,
she got into an argument with the fe-
male driver of another car, who pulled
up alongside the couple. Both cars
stopped, and Elizabeth and Mandeep
got out. The altercation ended with
the woman backing into Elizabeth,
who was not seriously hurt, and driv-
ing forward over Mandeep, who died
from his injuries the following week.
The woman fled the scene, and the
Chicago Police Departmentisinvesti-
gating Mandeep’s death as ahomicide.

Ininvitations to the memorial ser-
vice, Elizabeth asked attendees to put
the details of the accident and inves-
tigation aside for the day and focus
on Mandeep’s life. She worked with
campus administrators to plan the
remembrances. After almost three
hours of spray-painting while Man-
deep’s iPod blasted hip-hop music in
the background, the graffiti wall took
full form. Images of Mandeep over-
lapped the logo of his favorite soc-
cer team, Arsenal, and his signature
phrase, B.E.Z. (“be easy™).

The group then moved to Rocke-
feller Chapel, where the 150 attendees
wore white and bright-colored cloth-
ing, traditional for Sikh funerals. The
graffiti wall stood on Rockefeller’s
chancel, surrounded by flowers and
photographs of the Bedis. Elizabeth
spoke about her life with Mandeep,
whom she had known for only 17

months. The two metatan off-campus
party and married just a few months
later on May 7, 2010. “We were self-
ish,” Elizabeth said, “butI thank God
that we were.”

Tara Treaster, Elizabeth’s mother,
told the crowd that it was hard at first
to accept that her daughter married so
young and so quickly, but seeing them
happy made that acceptance easier.
Friends too were initially surprised.
Mandeep’s best man Matthias Dean-
Carpentier, SB’10, said, “Asking
Mandeep about his reasoning for his
course of action was like talking to a
jukebox: only happy music came out.”

‘While he was a student, Mandeep
was active in the South Asian Student
Association’s dance group, taught high
schoolers through the student-run or-
ganization Splash! Chicago, and was a
residential computing assistant.

Dean-Carpentier also recalled the
time someone called campus secu-
rity to report a “suspicious person.”
It turned out to be Mandeep, walk-
ing around on an 8o-degree day in
the puffy black winter coat he wore
everywhere. Mandeep had no prob-
lem explaining himself to the officer:
he was just a thin man and constant-
ly cold. “Mandeep had a way with
words,” Dean-Carpentier said. “He
never said anything simply, but by the
end of it you had his thesis and more
points of evidence than you’d need.”

— Christina Pillsbury, 13

______________
WILLIAM
RAINEY
HARPER’S
INDEX

SEMINARY
GO0-0P AT 50

Number of founding
members of the Seminary
Co-op Bookstore in 1961:

I

Amount each founding
member paid:

S0

Members today:

30,000+

Number of full- and part-
time Co-op booksellers:

The employees’ combined
years in the book business:

10

Square footage of existing
Chicago Theological
Seminary location:

3,200

Square footage at 5751
South Woodlawn, where
the Co-op movesinJuly :
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FOR THE RECORD

A GIFT FOR DOCTOR-PATIENT DIALOGUE
Inspired by astrong doctor-
patient relationship, the
Matthew and Carolyn
Bucksbaum Family
Foundation’s $ 42 million gift
establishes the Bucksbaum
Institute for Clinical
Excellence. Directed by
Mark Siegler, MD’67, the
Lindy Bergman distinguished
service professor of
medicine, the institute will
train medical students and
physicians throughout their
careers in communication

and shared decision making
to better serve patients

and their families. Asa
patient of Siegler’s, Carolyn
“Kay” Bucksbaum said

she discovered “what

good doctoring involved,

and it was justas much

about communication and
compassion as his outstanding
clinical competence.”

LAW AND ECONOMICS, REBOOTED

In October the Law School
introduced a new initiative—
Law and Economics 2.0—to
expand its scholarship

and influenceinafieldit
pioneeredinthe193os. The
initiative’s centerpieceis

the Institute for Law and
Economics, incorporating
five new programs under

the direction of Omri Ben-
Shahar, the Frank and Bernice
J. Greenberg professor of law.
The institute’s partnerships
with Chicago Booth and the
Department of Economics
willinclude research on
topics including climate
change, immigration law, the
constitutions of emerging
markets, and election law.

FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

Through next spring, almost
every bookin the Regenstein
Library will be moved. With
430,000 volumes now stored

beneath the new Mansueto
Library, the Reg has room to
realignits collections. General
reference materials, now
scattered in reading rooms
from the first through fifth
floors, will be merged into
one alphabetical sequence on
the second and third floors.
The new arrangement of the
bookstacks, meanwhile, will
better consolidate Library
of Congress classes now split
across floors.

MARKET EFFICIENCY

The University’s endowment
grew to amarket value of
$6.31billion as of June 30,
reflecting an18.8 percent
return on investments for the
2011 fiscal year. That follows
an18.9 percent returnin 2010
despite alower-risk profile and
increased liquidity that the
University established after
the 2008 financial crisis. The
average return over the past
three years was a 3.5 percent
gain, 6.8 percent over the past
five years, and 8.3 percent
during the previous decade.

A GESTURE OF GRATITUDE
Susan Goldin-Meadow

hasreceived the American
Psychological Association’s
Mentor Awardin
Developmental Psychology.
The Bearsdley Ruml
distinguished service professor
in psychology, Goldin-Meadow
isanexperton gesture. Former
students who have become
leadersin the field make
recommendations for the award.

RESEARCHER SUFFERS INFECTION

A Cummings Life Science
Center researcher was
hospitalized in August witha
skin infection from the Bacillus
cereus bacterium she studied.
The scientist, identified only
as a female researcher, has
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recovered, and research has
resumed at Cummings after
athree-week suspension

to decontaminate the lab.
Because contracting Bacillus
cereus requires direct skin
contact, officials believe the
infection occurred after the
bacteria came into contact
with an open wound. T'wo
years ago, molecular-genetics
professor Malcolm Casadaban
died after contracting an
infection from a weakened
strain of the plague.

UNIVERSITY ENGAGES DOUGLAS
Derek Douglas, a senior
adviser to President Obama
onurban policy, will join

the University in January

as vice president for civic
engagement. As special
assistant to the president
since 2009, Douglas has

led programs such as the
Neighborhood Revitalization
Initiative and the Partnership
for Sustainable Communities.
He will oversee the Office of
Civic Engagement, created

in 2008 to centralize the
University’s efforts inlocal
and state government relations
and strengthen its intellectual
and cultural ties to the city.

MEMO PROJECTS PARTNERSHIP
The University and the

City of Chicago have
entered into a memorandum
of understanding to
collaborate on South Side
economic development.

The memorandum outlines

a University commitment to
work with the city on $1.7
billion in projects over the
next five years, including
neighborhood-improvement
grants, programs to help
community residents find
work at the University and
other business partners, and
employer-assisted housing in
surrounding neighborhoods.
UChicago has also pledged an
additional $2.5 million toward
improving the 50th Street
Metrastation and reopening
the 6oth Street station.

CHILD CARE ON THE HORIZON
The first of two planned
campus child-care centers
will be operated by Bright

Horizons Family Solutions,
the University announced in
October. Scheduled to openin
fall 2012, the facility on Drexel
Avenue will serve the children
of University and Medical
Center employees, postdocs,
and students. The second
facility will open the following
year on Stony Island Avenue,
south of 58th Street. Both
centers willaccommodate 124
children between six weeks
and five years old.

AN ENCORE FOR NORMAN

Larry Norman will servea
second term as deputy provost
for the arts. In his three-year
tenure Norman, professor

of Romance languages and
literatures, theater and
performance studies, and the
College, has coordinated the
development of the Revaand
David Logan Center for the
Arts, scheduled to open next
spring, and the launch of the
Richard and Mary L. Gray
Center for the Arts.

GATES OPEN TO ARTS COMMUNITY
Theaster Gates, the
University’s director of

arts programming, resident
artist, and lecturer, will
lead anew effort to enrich
cultural interaction with the
surrounding community.
Directing the Arts and Public
Life Initiative, Gates will
develop artist residencies,
promote partnerships
between the University

and South Side cultural
institutions, establish

youth apprenticeships, and
enhance arts education.
The initiative’s flagship
project, the Washington
Park Arts Incubator, to open
in 2012, will offer space for
performances, exhibitions,
and community gatherings.
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INTERVIEW

Trial _
narrative

Nina Burleigh, AM’87, covered
Italy’s Amanda Knox case and
the global obsession with the
beautiful “female monster.”

“Foxy Knoxy,” the Italian and British
media call her. Voted the 2009 Woman
of the Vear in an Italian television-news
Poll, Amanda Knox, then a 22-year-old
University of Washington undergrad on
ayear abroad in Perugia, was also labeled
a “luciferina”and a “dirty-minded she-
devil” by a Perugian prosecutor, in his
closing statements during her trial for the
murder of her British roommate, Meredith
Kercher. Convicted in December 2009,
Knox was sentenced to 26 years in prison
and immediately filed an appeal. Her con-
viction was overturned October 3.

Fournalist Nina Burleigh, 41’87,
has pieced together mysteries in several
of her five nonfiction books, including her
1998 account of the unsolved murder of
one of President fohn F. Kennedy’s mis-
tresses. For The Fatal Gift of Beauty:
The Trials of Amanda Knox (Broad-
way Books, 20011), Burleigh, who has
written for the New 1orker, the Guard-
ian, and Time, moved with her husband
and two children to Perugia, an isolated
mountain city, to follow the trial. She lived
there for about a year, attending the trial
[from the defense’s opening remarks to the
Judge’s verdict, reading the case records,
and interviewing the players. Although
the defense lawpyers prevented her from
speaking with Knox or the other defen-
dant, her Italian boyfriend, Raffaele Sol-
lecito, Burleigh communicated with them
through letters.

After her book’s August publication,
Burleigh spoke with the Magazine about
why she thinks Knox is not guilty.

—Ruth E. Kott, AM o7

Why did the Italian press coverage
seem so one-sided?

Italyisonly 49thin pressfreedomin the
world, and I came to understand what
that meant. The judiciary doesn’t have
apublicface, so, for example, reporters
just get information from favored law-

yers, or the other way around: lawyers
give favored reporters information.
Theyjustprintthisstuffasfact. There’s
no official comment about what’s going
on, so no one ever corrects things that
lawyers say, that advance their narra-
tive, their point of view.

Did you think Knox was guilty?

When I went over there, I basically
thought she was guilty as charged. ...
After about a month of reviewing doc-
uments—the actual case record was
available—andbeginning to interview
various lawyers and the prosecutor
himself, I realized that almost every-
thing I had been reading wasn’t true,
oritwasn’tactually in the case record.

How did that happen?

It was really a case built on the sense
that the police and the prosecutors had
that there was just something wrong
with this young woman. And they
couldn’t put their finger on it. Part of
it was the mistranslation, the clash of
cultures and the way that young wom-
en are expected to behave here and
there. She was asoccer player from age
8, and she’s into yoga, and she’s from

Seattle,and she has no physical bound-
aries,inaway. She’snotformal—she’s
totally /zformal—in this country
where the bella figura is the be-all and
the end-all, the thing that people judge
you by. So she’d do things like break
into a downward dog whenever she
needed to stretch, and she was doing
this in the police station. And in Italy,
young girls don’t play soccer, that’s for
sure,and they don’texercise in public.

Was it hard to be objective while
writing the book?

‘When I got back to America, I was so
disgusted with everyone involved,
from the families to the police, every-
one. It was winter when we left Italy,
and it was so cold, and I wasn’t hav-
ing very good feelings about Italy at
all. ... I'was really frustrated with the
way the thing had played out, because
at the end of the trial, I felt like I was
watching a pagan scapegoating spec-
tacle or something, and nobody was as
appalled as they should have been. So
whenIwrote the firstdraft, itdid have
an edge to it. My editor said, “You
need to think this through,” and I did
take it down anotch.

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MAGAZINE | NOV-DEC2011 25



Reimer’s numbered pillowcases are “a contest between the concept of infinity and limitations of the physical world.”

ARTS

Reclamation
project

Karen Reimer, MFA’89, embroiders
ordinary items to add rich new
meaning to the familiar.

Growing up on a farm in central Kan-
sas, Karen Reimerlearned embroidery
from her mother. But it wasn’t until
teaching a fiber-arts class at Kansas’s
Bethel College, her alma mater, that
the craft became a basis for herart.
The college’s art department was
small, so “you have to teach every-
thing,” says Reimer, MFA’89, who
taught there from 1996 to ’08. While
her students were embroidering, she
did the same, copying book pages and
scraps of paper. She enjoyed the slow

work, the repeated actions, although,
she says, “I was trying to do it in a
slightly absurdist way. It’s this huge
amount of work going into reproduc-
ing something that could be repro-
duced onaXerox machine,and thenon
top of that would be a whole lot more
readable if you had done it that way.”
The works that followed, embroi-
dered copies of pieces of trash—a gum
wrapper, a torn receipt, the solution
to a New 2ork Times crossword (see
this issue’s cover)—gave the common-
place items new meaning. Her repro-
duction of a used sweetener package
(Equal,1999) makes a viewer stop and
consider the word “equal” differently
than when it’s trash. “Once you move
it to the art world,” she says, a viewer
can ask if the copy is literally equal to
the original or, if reflecting the craft
involved, the translation gains value.
Solution to Last Week’s Puzzle (1999)
was partof aseries of newspaper piec-
es. Again it prompts viewers to con-
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sider which is the original and which
is the copy. The original, ripped from
a week-old newspaper, is garbage,
while the copy took an estimated 40
hours of work and gives new mean-
ing to the words—at least those that
are readable. “There’s something lost
as well as gained,” she notes. “If T add
value, I also lose legibility” when em-
broidering the tiny letters.

Reimer, the publications director
and registrar at the Renaissance So-
ciety, the contemporary-art museum
basedin Cobb Hall, considers her work
a combination of craft and conceptual
art. “Conceptual art tried to get rid of
the object,” she says, “and I tried to put
itinto the most material form I could.”
She was “blown away,” she says, by so-
ciologist Richard Sennett’s (AB’64)
2008 book The Craftsman,in which he
laments that the industrialized world
no longer values skilled craftspeople.
“It’s great to have somebody talking
about being able to know things by do-
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ingthem.” (See “Lifein Practice,” page
40, for more on Sennett.)

Inrecent work, Reimer has connect-
ed her art even more closely with the
practice of craft, embroidering pillow-
cases—one place, she says, where peo-
ple might still find embroidery in their
homes. “My mom or grandma would
have alot of dresser scarves or tea tow-
els—things we justdon’tuse anymore.”

In 2007 she began a series of piece-
work pillowcases, Endless Set, each
appliqued with a prime number that
indicates how many pieces of fabric
were used to make the pillowcase (so
#2is made of two scraps, #37with 37).
In addition, the number on each pil-
lowcase matches its height in inches.
As the numbers get too big for the pil-
lowcase’s standard-sized dimensions,
Reimer folds andlayers the excess fab-
ric, so the pillowcases become thicker
and the ever-smaller fabric scraps, as
well as the numbers themselves, be-
come more obscured.

“I’'mintheearly hundreds,” Reimer
says. Now thatthe numbers are so high
and the pillowcases an inch thick in
some spots, she’s enlisted an architect
friend to help come up with sewing
patterns. “I plan to continue the se-
ries,” she saysinherartist’s statement,
“untilIam nolonger physically able to
make the pillowcases according to this
system.” She assumes that willhappen
when she needs so many scraps for a
pillowcase that they are too small to
sew. The series, she says, is “a contest
between the concept of infinity and
the limitations of the physical world.”

Another pillowcase project, for her
next exhibition at Chicago’s Monique
Meloche Gallery November 19—-De-
cember 31, plays with words. Rather
than embroidering roses or daisies, as
her mother mighthave, she stitches onto
the pillowcases quotations containing
the words “flowers,” “flowering,” or
“floral.” Some of the quotes come from
the arts and crafts movement, address-
inglabor and its enjoyment.

For Reimer, embroidery evokes
something people like her mother did
to surround themselves with beautiful
things. “Thenotion of decorating, that
you would put work just into making
your house look good—there’s no use
for that. You’re notknitting a sweater;
you’re not quilting a quilt. Embroidery
is pure decoration,” she says. “It’s just
work.”—Amy Braverman Puma

Campbell visits her mother’s farm daily to commune with the donkeys.
Jenny, who died this past year, stands with her foal Don Quixote.

LITERATURE

Freedom writer

A homebody with a hitchhiker’s
heart, Bonnie Jo Campbell’s
stories cover a lot of ground.

Bonnie Jo Campbell, AB’84,isagood
country person. Growinguponafarm
inKalamazoo, Michigan,inthe197os,
she hauled buckets and buckets of wa-
ter before her family had good plumb-
ing. She calls it the “drudgery of my
youth.” Flexing her bare biceps, she
says, “That’s why I have muscles like
these even today. Even at 48 or 49, or
whatever the hellTam.”

Campbell, who is 49 and the win-
ner of a2o11 Guggenheim Fellowship,
sets many of her books in rural Mich-
igan—her latest novel, Once Upon a
River (W. W. Norton, 2011), takes
place in her hometown, Kalamazoo.
Shelivesinahousein the woods with
her husband, Chris Magson, a factory
worker at Pfizer. She visits her moth-
er’s farm daily to see the donkeys,
chickens, and roosters there. Her fa-
vorite rooster, Cardigan, has spurson
the back ofhislegs thatare “solonghe
almost can’t walk.”

The national attention Campbell’s
writing has garnered at times disrupts
her homebody lifestyle. The Gug-
genheim came after her 2009 collec-

tion of short stories, American Salvage
(Wayne State University Press), was
named a National Book Award final-
ist. So occasionally, she says, she has
to act professional and dress nicely.
She has to watch her manners and at-
tend civilized events like book festi-
vals and signings. “I’m not supposed
to say outlandish things,” she says.
“I’m supposed to be pleasant and say
please and thank you.”

Inlate July, on the same day the /NVew
York Times praised her newest novel as
“an excellent American parable about
the consequences of our favorite ideal,
freedom,” Campbell was wearing
jeans and a sleeveless plaid shirt at her
hometown haunt, the Old Dog Tavern.
Walking the hundred feet from the
door to the bar, where she ordered a
Bloody Mary, she greeted halfadozen
friends. Then she started talking about
Once Upon a River. The novel centers
on Margo Crane, a runaway teenager
complicit in her father’s murder who
takes offinaboat tolook for the mother
who abandoned her. A skilled sharp-
shooter and a striking beauty, Margo
bounces from man to man along the
way, never losing her independence.

Campbell started making her own
adventures in herlate teens. The sum-
mer after her second year at Chicago,
where she studied philosophy, she
and her boyfriend hitchhiked across
the country. As they passed through
Phoenix, a circus caught her eye, so
she walked in and asked for a job. Her
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boyfriend continued to Los Angeles,
andshe spenttherestof the summeron
the circustrain, serving snow cones at
each stop,an experience that provided
material for several short stories, in-
cluding her Pushcart Prize—winner
“The Smallest Man in the World.”

Campbell’s writing has been com-
pared with that of John Steinbeck and
Mark Twain. Oznce Upon a River seems
to evoke Flannery O’Connor. But
for O’Connor, Campbell counters,
“eternal heaven with God is the most
important place.” Campbell’s “not so
confident about what’s going to happen
after this. SoI'have tobelieve in what’s
here and now. If you’re really devoted
to the life hereafter, I don’t think you
can truly be devoted to life here.”

Less than a week after her visit to
the Old Dog Tavern, Campbell flew
to Denver, continuing anational book
tour. Next time, she says, “I should
do a donkey tour. I would walk at that
pace and just have a donkey with me
carrying my stuff. Wouldn’t that be
fun?”— Christina Pillsbury, 13

THEATER

Word play

Bernard Sahlins, AB’43, lets the
actors and the poets bring his
spare performances to life.

“So, it turns out,” says Bernard Sah-
lins, AB’43, “that 9o percent of the
effect of a play is in the acting and the
words. Not the setting, not the stag-
ing: the word and the actor.” Sitting
in his living room in Chicago’s Old
Town neighborhood, three blocks
from the famous comedy club he co-
founded more than halfacentury ago,
Sahlinsisexplaining whathe’slearned
from another, more recent theatrical
adventure. For the past several years,
Sahlins, who sold the Second City in
1985, has been directing staged read-
ings of verse plays—by Sophocles,
Aristophanes, Dylan Thomas, T. S.
Eliot—for the Poetry Foundation. In

each performance, ahandful of actors,
seated in a row and wearing simple
black, read from scripts perched in
front of them.

It’s amazing, Sahlins says, how
quickly audiences forget they’re not
watching a play, that the actors aren’t
“to and fro-ing” in front of them.
Even without action, the drama is ab-
sorbing. “The sense of involvement
is enormous,” he says. “The audience
begins to focus on the words and the
characters, and are not distracted by
costumes and setting. When we did
The Waste Land, alot of the audience
brought texts.” As the actors read,
they followed along. “That’s an inter-
esting thing to do. It’s like bringing
the score to asymphony.”

Which is fitting: poetry is a kind of
music, Sahlins says, or it should be.
He quotes Irish poet Seamus Heaney,
who in his 1995 Nobel lecture (and
earlier in a poem called “Song”) de-
scribed poetry as “the music of what
happens.” Sahlins has always read
poetry, he says—Heaney is one of his

ORIGINAL SOURCE

WwooD IF
THEY GOULD

“With Ukiyo-e prints, one of the
rules of thumb is that a print costs
the price of a bowl of noodles,” says
University of Chicago art historian
Chelsea Foxwell, who specializes in
Japanese art and architecture.

During Japan’s Edo period
(1603-1867), woodblock prints often
depicted the joys of urban life, the
“culture of play” that emerged in
the late 17th century, specifically
in the capital city of Edo, present-
day Tokyo.

“These prints originated within
that culture of the guidebooks
to the famous ‘beauties’ of the
pleasure quarters,” says Foxwell,
“guidebooks on how to have a good
time when you’re in the city.”

Few could afford the luxuries
of the pleasure quarters. But for
the price of a cheap lunch, anyone
could purchase a lightweight and
expertly crafted piece of art, a taste
of the lives of the rich and famous.

These prints were called Ukiyo-e,
or “pictures of a floating world,”
from the Buddhist term meaning
that the world is transient and full

of suffering. Edo artists adopted
a more positive connotation: a
fleeting but euphoric realm where,
Foxwell says, people “would enter
a fictional mirage-like world where
they could abandon their everyday
troubles and have fun for a night.”
Taking Shelter from a Sudden
Summer Shower under a Huge
Tree, a 1790s print from the
Smart Museum’s collection,
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depicts a gathering of dissimilar
people caught off guard on the
outskirts of the city. Such a
diverse group—beauty, samurai,
farmer, deliveryman—would not
usually be seen together on the
streets of Edo. But chance summer
storms were common, and print
buyers could imagine themselves
swept into this kind of fantastic
encounter that erased class
constraints. “You can read it as a
socially awkward moment,” says
Foxwell, “or as a socially liberating
moment.”—Mitchell Kohles, 12
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Often enlisting former Second City actors, Bernard Sahlins, left, directs staged readings for the Poetry Foundation.

favorites—including verse plays. In
the days before Second City, when he
did “straight plays,” he directed pro-
ductions of ancient Greek tragedies.
He admires their spareness, how “the
poetry is not the aim but the means.”

Sahlins’s first production for the
Poetry Foundation, in 2005, was
one in the Greek tradition: Eliot’s
Murder in the Cathedral, about Arch-
bishop Thomas Becket’s assassina-
tion in 1170. Sahlins saw the play in
England 20 years ago, and he recalls
how his pulse quickened and his eyes
went wide. “First of all, it’s beauti-
ful,” he says. So when he and the
Poetry Foundation struck up a part-
nership, Murder in the Cathedral was
first on the list. They staged it in five
churches around the city, including
Rockefeller Chapel, where ten years
earlier Sahlinshad directed a full pro-
duction of the play. The readings, he
says, were a hit.

Since thenhe’sdirected abouttwoa
year, including Archibald MacLeish’s
B, Richard Wilbur’s translation of
Moliere’s The Misanthrope, and The
Cure at Troy, a play by Heaney based
on Sophocles’s Philoctotes. This past
February at International House, he
directed a reading of Elizabeth Bish-
op’s poetry and her letters to and from
New Yorker editors. The play—“more

a documentary than anything else,”
Sahlins says—coincided with the re-
lease of Elizabeth Bishop and the New
Yorker: The Complete Correspondence.

Each production runs for only two
nights. Some of Sahlins’s regular ac-
tors are Second City alums—among
them Bruce Jarchow and Tim Ka-
zurinsky—and Nicholas Rudall,
founding director of Court Theatre
and professor emeritus of classics at
Chicago, with whom Sahlins edits the
Plays for Performance book series.
Stephen Young, program director for
the Poetry Foundation, says the read-
ings invigorate the poetry.“There’s
something about hearing them that
gives the poems three dimensions.
You see and hear things about the lan-
guage that you don’t appreciate read-
ing quietly to yourself.”

That was certainly true of last De-
cember’s Under Milk Wood, Sahlins’s
favorite production so far. A Dylan
Thomas radio drama, it chronicles
a single day in the undulating lives
of those who inhabit an imaginary
Welsh fishing village called Llareggub
(“bugger all” spelled backward). “It
is spring,” the play begins, “moonless
night in the small town, starless and
bible-black, the cobblestreets silent
and the hunched, courters’and-rab-
bits’ wood limping invisible down to

the sloeblack, slow, black, crowblack,
fishingboatbobbing sea.”

Inmid-September Sahlinsand hisac-
tors puton an “experiment” called Meet
Mpr. Yeats. Withascript writtenby Sah-
lins, it was half poetry, half biography,
taking the audience through the tower-
ing Irish poet’s life, from his childhood
in County Sligo to his death in 1939.
“It’s his progress through Irish revolu-
tionary and senator and Nobel laureate
and lover,” Sahlins says. “And it’s all
reflected in his poetry,” the whimsi-
callyrics of his youth, the verses about
politics and history and family, the lean
wisdom of his old age. In1933’s “Crazy
Jane Talks with the Bishop,” one of the
last poems quoted in Sahlins’s script,
Yeats writes, “For nothing can be sole
orwhole / Thathasnotbeenrent.”

The productiondrew acrowd. Over
the two nights, Poetry Foundation
staffers turned away almost 100 peo-
ple at the door. “INot a problem we’re
used tointhe poetry biz,” Young says.
Next, Sahlins might try giving a simi-
lar treatment to Elizabeth Bishop and
Robert Lowell’s famously intimate
yet platonic friendship. “I think their
relationship—their nonrelationship,
their relating nonrelationship, their
nonrelating relationship—would
make for anice evening.”

—Lydialyle Gibson
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Vince Michael,
AB’82, AM’82, builds
community by saving

buildings.

nDecember1989 Vince Michael
picketed Citicorp’s downtown
Chicago headquarters, dressed

as Santa Claus one week and
Scrooge the next. Michael,
AB’82, AM’82, and fellow ac-
tivistsatthe Landmarks Preser-
vation Council of Illinois were
protesting the bank’s $15 mil-

lion bid to buy the early-1900s
Chicago Building, at State and
Madison Streets, and raze it. Michael
in costume made for a photo opportu-
nity, and the image made the Chicago
Sun-Times, along with ongoing cover-
age there and in the 7ribune. Within
a few months, Citicorp bowed out,
and the Chicago Building now serves
as a dormitory for 200 students at the
School of the ArtInstitute of Chicago.
Saving the building, Michael says
more than 20 years later, was the “big
triumph in my career.” Named the
John H. Bryan chair in historic pres-
ervation at the School of the Art Insti-
tutein 2006, the same year he became
a trustee of the National Trust for

MILESTONES

1983 Michael gets his
first preservation job
with the Upper lllinois
Valley Association.

1986 He joins the
Landmarks Preservation
Council of Illinois.

residents to an
agreement with city
preservationists on a
historic district.

1996 He joins the
School of the Art
Institute of Chicago,

Historic Preservation, he has spent
that career waging campaigns, advis-
ing neighborhoodresidents and policy
makers, and teaching about preserva-
tioninIllinois; Palm Springs, Califor-
nia; Ireland; and China.

Beforeall that, Michael studied his-
tory in the College. He took courses
with John Hope Franklin, the Afri-
can American scholar who helped to
weave the story of black people into
mainstream US history, and with
Kathleen Conzen, an expert on Ger-
manimmigration and Americanurban
history. Conzen once told Michael’s
class that when she walked into the
1882 Turner Hall in Milwaukee, de-
signed by German immigrant Henry
C. Koch and named for the pro-labor
German-American society, she could
hear the voices of long-dead heroes of
herresearch. It was an “if-these-walls-
could-talk” moment, Michael says.

Hyde Park, where the Gothic quad-
rangles not only organize the Univer-
sity’s real estate but also evoke its
spirit, fed his interest in history and

2004 Michael begins
work with the US-China
Arts Exchange.

2006 He’s named a
trustee of the National
Trust for Historic
Preservation.

getting tenure in

1993 As arbiter, he
leads North Kenwood

2002 and a named
professorship in 2006.

2007 Michael earns his
doctorate from UIC.
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buildings. Yet nearby loomed the in-
fluence of urban renewal. “Living in
Hyde Park,” he says, “I was acutely
aware that old 55th Street had been
urban renewaled out of existence.”
Writing for the Grey City Fournal, he
and other students debated with archi-
tects “who were defending this stuff.”
The neighborhood, he says, is a “good
example of top-down redesigned ur-
ban planning from the ’50s.”

In 1983 Michael got his first preser-
vation job, “a Reagan-era limited-gov-
ernment approachto preservation,” he
says. Working for the Upper Illinois
Valley Association (now the Canal
Corridor Association), he helped to es-
tablish the Illinois and Michigan Canal
National Heritage Corridor. The as-
sociation’s director, Jerry Adelmann,
hoped recognizing the canal’s history,
whichreachesbackto1848, would pro-
mote economic development in towns
alongits banks.

While at the association Michael
worked with Gaylord Donnelley, the
late head of R. R. Donnelley and Sons
(and a former University trustee), to
restore a stone warehouse Donnel-
ley’s forebears had owned in Lock-
port,Illinois. Now called the Gaylord
Building,ithouses cultural attractions
and a destination restaurant that has
helped the town draw other high-end
eateries. The association also helped
to revive other distressed towns and
to restore a mansion designed by
William Boyington, the architect of
Chicago’s Water Tower, and a Civil
War—eragrainsiloin Seneca, Illinois.

Still, the main lesson Michael
learned from that job, after work-
ing with Rotary clubs and chambers
of commerce from Cook County to
LaSalle-Peru, was that “support for
preservation is a mile wide and an
inch deep.” People agreed that using
history to improve their towns was a
goodidea; getting money to do so was
another matter.

Throughout the 1980s, preserva-
tiontook on ahigher profile, partly be-
cause of building booms encouraged
by real-estate tax credits. In 1986
Michael joined the Landmarks Pres-
ervation Council of Illinois (now
Landmarks Illinois) as Chicago pro-
grams director. Leading the Chicago
Building campaignayearlater, he also
soon gothis first close view of “the de-
mocracy of the builtenvironment,” as
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In 2008 Michael
visited China’s
ancient city of
Pingyao (right),
which the Global
Heritage Fund

is working to
preserve.

he describes community members ad-
vocating for their neighborhoods.

Residents in North Kenwood, near
Hyde Park, had been arguing with
professional preservationists at the
city’s Commission on Chicago Land-
marks. The commission had proposed
saving two small blocks as historic
districts within North Kenwood and
neighboring Oakland. The communi-
ty activists, Michael writes in a 2005
Future Anterior article, were “tired of
two decades of planning policy lim-
ited to the demolition of old homes
and construction of large amounts of
subsidized housing of dissonant char-
acter.” They wanted to save their old
graystones, some of which the city had
declared “blighted,” and asked Mi-
chaeltohelp. The professional preser-
vationists had approached the project
from an architectural-history per-
spective, looking at significant build-
ings, but the residents did their own
research to identify important early
residents of the neighborhood, such as
Civil War hero General Charles Bant-
ley and Gottfried Brewery Company
owner Matthew Gottfried.

In August 1991 the commission pro-
posed creating a “multiple resource
district,” which would allow other

On a1982
backpacking trip
through Europe
(above), Michael
visited the Louvre.
In Dali City near
Weishan (left) in
2006, his student
Colleen Rogers
captured himin

This past June, Michael announced that
Northwestern’s old Prentice Women’s
Hospital, planned for demolition, had

Michael sits with
Jerry Adelmann
(left) at China’s
Gaoli Gong Shan
national park in
2008.

In December 1989
Michael dressed
as Scrooge (above)
while protesting
Citicorp’s bid to
buy and raze the
Chicago Building.

made the National Trust’s list of 11 most
endangered sites in America.

agencies tobuildnew housing whilealso
protecting 173 propertiesin North Ken-
wood and Oakland. The community
membersliked the approachbut wanted
even more properties protected. After
several rounds of negotiations, with
Michaelservingasarbiter,inearly 1903
the activists succeeded in growing the
districtto 338 properties. Afterthe des-
ignation, Michael writes in the journal
article, “North Kenwood saw a spate
of rehabilitation and new construction
projects” designed to complement exist-
ing homes. The episode was a rare case
where “the community rose up,” he
writes, “and dragged the professionals
along with them.”

Such practical experience proved
useful when he applied for a teaching
positionin the School of the ArtInsti-
tute’s historic-preservation program
in1996. Arguing that unlike many of
the artists on the faculty, he had the
administrative and managerial skills
“to be able to run the program as op-
posed to just teaching it,” he got the
job. “I'was onthe slowest tenure track
possible because Ididn’t have a strong
teaching background,” he says. “I
taught one course there fortwo years.”

Finding himself in academia, Mi-
chael sought a doctoral degree. He

studied at the University of Illinois
at Chicago under architectural histo-
rian Bob Bruegmann, using his North
Kenwood experienceina2ooy disser-
tation about historic districts in New
York and Chicago.

He’s taken his expertise far be-
yond Chicago, working since 2004
with the US-China Arts Exchange,
which is developing a medieval town,
Weishan, on China’s Southern Silk
Road. The goal, he writes on his blog,
Time Tells, “is to conserve historic
buildings and landscapes and intan-
gible heritage to serve both tourism
development a7d the local commu-
nity.” He and students have helped to
preserve landmarks such as the 1390
North Gate in the old city, which “is
now being used for community events
and music as well as serving as a tour-
ist destination.”

It’saproject thatreflects his prefer-
ence for the term “heritage conserva-
tion” over something like “historic
preservation,” which in the past has
focused mostly on buildings and ar-
chitecture. “So much of what we do—
and certainly the stuff we doin China,
the stuff I did in my dissertation—it’s
allabout conserving community.”

—Say Pridmore
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ENDS AND
MEANS

Microfinance was supposed to lead the poor out of poverty. et after a
rash of borrower suicides in one Indian state, experts and governments
question the industry’s success.

BY MICHAEL FITZGERALD, AB’86

ILLUSTRATION BY HARRY CAMPBELL
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n the fall of 2010, Shobha Srinivas replaced Nobel
Peace Prize winner Muhammad Yunus as the face
of microcredit, and the industry went from pana-
cea for the poor to wolf at their door.

A 3o-year-old mother of two boys, Srinivas set
herself on fire in part because she could not pay
the interest on a $265 loan. She was one of more
than 14,000 people in India’s heavily agricultural,
drought-ridden Andhra Pradesh state who com-
mitted suicide between January and September
20o10—and one of more than 7obetween Marchand

November thatyear who allegedly killed themselves because
of aggressive debt collection by microcredit institutions.

Helping the poor avoid predatory lending was the rea-
son microfinance as an industry had been born. Yunus, a
former economics professor in Bangladesh, wanted to help
some poor families he knew avoid the local moneylender,
and in 1976 he lent them the equivalent of $27. After a few
years of expansion, he formally established the Grameen
(rural or village) Bank. The Grameen model was to loan
money to groups of five women, who proved more effec-
tive borrowers than men because they focused on family
and business. The groups added an element of peer pres-
sure—if one woman missed a payment, the other four
couldn’tgetloansuntilit was paid. Srinivas headed several
of these groups.

To lend money you have to have money, or access to
it, and for many years foundations interested in micro-
credit—the making of small loans, on average less than
$600—helped fund its lending. Grameen, which became
self-sufficient in 1983, has lent and been repaid billions of
dollars. It’shelped millions of Bangladeshis move above the
dollar-a-day mark, and in 2006 Yunus and the bank jointly
received the Nobel Peace Prize.

Today microcredit, and more broadly microfinance,
which adds savings and insurance to microcredit, are their
own asset class. Total outstanding loans for the industry
were $52.5 billion in 2010, and microlenders that could ac-
cept deposits held $31.9 billion. More than 92 million peo-
ple received microloans averaging $590in 2010, according
tomixmarket.org, a clearinghouse for microfinance statis-
tics. Microfinance even exists in well-developed econo-
mies like the United States. It has been touted as a solution
forpoverty. Yetstudies of microfinance’s performance sug-
gests more modest results.

“Ithelps [poor people] inch along and provides a service
that is good for the poor,” says Dean Karlan, MPP’97,
MBA’g7, professor of economics at Yale and author of More
than Good Intentions: How a New Economics Is Helping to Solve
Global Poverty (Dutton Adult, 2011). Karlan’s research sug-
gests that microfinance is not an economic development
tool so much as a household stabilizer.
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Because microcredit encourages entrepreneurship at
the same time that it emphasizes the empowerment of the
poor, it appeals to both the political right and the left. But
some academics have their doubts. “I am not a fan of mi-
crofinance,” says Chicago sociologist Richard P. Taub. He
acknowledges that the practice makes some people’s lives
better. But microfinance isnot a good vehicle for economic
development, Taub says, and the attention it gets allows
governments to avoid investing in infrastructure and edu-
cation, which would be of more help to the poor.

Taub’s views are directly opposed to those of a student
he advised on a dissertation, Vikram Akula, PhD’04. Akula
founded Swayam Krishi Sangam (self-work or self-help so-
ciety) Microfinance in 1997, while he was at Chicago. The
firm,knownas SKS, hasbecome India’slargest and perhaps
most controversial microfinance institution,

Although Grameen had made inroads with the upper
and middle poor, Akula believed that microfinance could
improve thelives of evenIndia’s very poor by freeing them
from moneylenders, who might charge as much as 120
percent interest. Akula modeled his firm after Grameen,
adopting its five-woman lending unit, but he believed that
the only way for a microfinance firm to gain the scale it
needed to help the very poor was to operate as a for-profit
company. Akulaalso came up with anew approach to train
loan officers, a simple, easy-to-replicate method modeled
on McDonald’s Hamburger University.

The for-profit model wasn’t unique to SKS, but because
itinvolved profiting from the poor, SKS and other for-prof-
itfirmsraised controversy, as did its acceptance of venture
capital, especially as the company began growing rapidly.
The firm zoomed from 276 branches and 2,381 employees
in March 2007 to 2,379 branches and 22,733 employees in
March 2011 (down a bit from its peak in September 2010).
It typically loans between $44 and $260, at interest rates
averaging about 24.55 percent annually. Since itsinception
SKS has made more than $2 billion in loans. In 2007 and
2008 profits and revenue grew more than 200 percent.

In 2006, the year Yunus and Grameen Bank won the
Nobel, SKS’s Akulamade 7T7memagazine’s 2006 list of the
world’s most influential people. He had meetings with Bill
and Melinda Gates and Warren Buffett,andin 2005 he had
squired Rahul Gandhi around his operations. In July 2010
SKS had a spectacular initial public offering, in which the
firm raised the equivalent of $350 million (Mexico’s Ban-
co Compartamos was the first microfinance institution to
go public in 2007). Akula reportedly cashed in about $10
million in shares. Earning millions was his reward for suc-
cessful innovation, but it also made him a target. In news
interviews Yunus, for one, has criticized the idea of people
getting rich offthe poor, and he debated Akula at Bill Clin-
ton’s Global Initiative last year.
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AKULA BELIEVED
THAT MICROFINANGCE
GOULD IMPROVE

THE LIVES OF EVEN
INDIA’S VERY POOR BY
FREEING THEM FROM
MONEYLENDERS, WHO
MIGHT GHARGE 120
PERGENT INTEREST.
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Vikram Akula, with borrowers in Hyderabad, India, founded SKS Microfinance in 1997, while a Chicago student.

Akula didn’t respond to questions for this article. Butin
his 2o1o memoir A4 Fistful of Rice(Harvard Business Review
Press), written before SKS went public, he said repeatedly
that his for-profit model helps both lender and borrower.

The book ends with Akula’s visit to a mud-brick store in
avillage two hours from Hyderabad, owned by a woman
named Yellamma, a member of India’s untouchable caste.
She started her store with an $80loan from SKS, and its
success “gives heraway torise above her status, which used
to be an impossibility for a woman in her position,” Akula
writes. He takes off his sandals when invited inside her
home. He is astonished to find that she has a color televi-
sion—Yellamma is successful, but she still nets only a few
dollars a week.

The TV, it turns out, is courtesy of her son, who now
works at SKS and has left poverty behind. The firm tries
to hire from borrowers’ families, although to prevent con-
flicts of interest, relatives work in different regions from
their families.

“AmInotdoing well?” Yellamma asks Akula.
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A woman in the village of Vadod, India, tends her vegetable stall, which she opened with a loan from SKS.

ellamma’s narrative is part of the mythos of micro-

credit and microfinance, along with Grameen Tele-

com’s famous phone ladies, who used their loans to

buy cell phones and then rented time to other vil-
lagers in Bangladesh, earning, in the early days of the pro-
gram, three times the national average.

These stories are qualified successes. Yellamma is doing
better, but still scraping along—she couldn’t buy a TV on
her own. The phone ladies have been overtaken by tech-
nological progress; as cell phones have spread among poor
Bangladeshis, the phone ladies now struggle.

The real story of these women—around whom success-
ful microcredit is usually built—and occasional men is not
that they get rich or even comfortable, but they get better
nourishment and usually move beyond lives of bare sub-
sistence. One recent study showed that microfinance in
Bangladesh had raised income levels to about a $1.25 a day.
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Butallthat was before Shobha Srinivas setherself on fire
and her husband died from the burns he got trying to save
her, leaving their children orphaned. An early target of mi-
crofinance firms, Andhra Pradesh,in southern India,is one
ofthe country’s poorest states. Its capitalis Hyderabad, but
many of the state’s 82 million residents, who speak a mi-
nority Indian dialect, Tegulu, are engaged in subsistence
agriculture. Srinivas’s suicide and dozens of others were
blamed on aggressive repayment tactics. Lenders in the
region allegedly threatened borrowers with public humili-
ation, forcing daughters into prostitution, forcing spouses
to become bonded laborers, and taking household goods.
The microlenders are also accused of lax lending practices;
many of the victims had multiple microloans, sometimes
fromboth established microcredit firms and from tradition-
almoneylenders. Akula’s SKShad 1y clientsnamed on alist
of 54 microfinance-related suicides compiled by the Society
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BUT ALL THAT WAS
BEFORE SHOBHA
SRINIVAS SET HERSELF
ON FIRE AND HER
HUSBAND DIED FROM
THE BURNS HE GOT
TRYING TO SAVE HER.

for Elimination of Rural Poverty. He told Bloomberg News
thatnone of its clients were behind on their loans.

Regardless, the general public’s perception of the micro-
finance industry seemed to shift after the media’s coverage
of the suicides, says Jacob A. Haar, AB’02, AM’04. Haar is
cofounder and managing director of Minlam Asset Manage-
ment in New York, which manages a fund of less than $100
millioninassets thatlends money to microfinance companies.
Althoughhis firmhas notmadeinvestmentsinIndia—manag-
ers were concerned about the rapid growth—Haar’s wife is
from AndhraPradesh. “It’sastonishing,” he says, “how quick-
ly many perceptions have changed there of microfinance.”

The most visible change in perception is from the state’s
government, which in October 2010 began preventing
firms from collecting payments and required government
approval for borrowers to receive more than one micro-
creditloan. The “AP law,” as it became known, drove loan
repayment rates down as low as 10 percent.

The situation seemed bad enough in Andhra Pradesh
that the New York Times wrote in November 2010, four
months after SKS went public, that “India’s rapidly grow-
ing private microcreditindustry faces imminent collapse.”
Indeed, India’s second-largest microfinance firm almost
shut down. SKS lost money the first two quarters of 2011
and has accelerated a shiftinto other services and into mar-
kets outside of Andhra Pradesh, which makes up about a
quarter of its loan portfolio.

That shift had been on Akula’s mind for several years,
says Lisa G. Thomas, MBA’06, cofounder of the Chicago
Microfinance Conference. Thomas, vice president of ca-
pacity building and operations at CapitalPlus Exchange in
Chicago, recalls that in speeches at the conference in May
2009, Akula discussed expanding his strategy, distributing

cell phones, solar lamps, and the like through SKS’s branch
network to boost revenues, increase market share, and pro-
vide products and services to the poor at alower cost. “He
was thinking of alternative revenue sources four or five
yearsago,” Thomas says, “and it may now be these strategies
that save some of these MFIs [microfinance institutions].”

The press coverage suggesting that microfinance caused
suicides bothers Karlan, the Yale economist. Karlan, who
studies the economics of poverty, says the microcredit in-
dustry hasbeen scapegoated unjustly in India. “It’s just the
natural flow of things to get hyped,” he says, “and when-
eversomething’shyped, oddsareit’s overhyped. Likewise,
we’re seeing the negatives overhyped.”

Theindustry’s supporters were wrong when they claimed
that microfinance would solve poverty, Karlan says, and its
detractors are wrong to say thatit causes suicides. Both anal-
ysesare “plagued with selection bias,” he says, referringtoa
phenomenon that happens when statistical samples are dis-
torted. In the case of the Andhra Pradesh suicides, perhaps
there would have been higher suicide rates if microfinance
had notbeen widely available, or perhaps other forms of debt
or despair were at the root of the deaths.

Akula might remind critics that in the recent past SKS
has been viewed as dangerous for helping people, not for
killing them. After local gangsters spread rumors that
SKS was asecret Christian organization trying to convert
Indians, he writes in his book, the firm survived a fatwa
againstitin Nizamabad, Andhra Pradesh, leaving the area
and writing off $250,000inloans. In rural India guerrillas
threatened an SKSloan officer. Inresponse, several female
customers went to the guerrillas’ camp to deliver amessage:
you have to go through us to get to him.

efore Akulaembarked ona PhD at Chicagoin1996,

SKS did not exist. But he was already considering

something like it. “In reality, I didn’t much care

about getting adoctorate;Ijust wanted to have time
to plot my move into full-time microfinance,” he writes in
A Fistful of Rice. He probably spent as much time in Hyder-
abad as in Hyde Park.

Gary Herrigel, who chaired Akula’s dissertation commit-
tee, says that after he finished his classes, “he disappeared
as a kind of good but unfocused student. And then four
years later he came back with this razor-sharp clear idea of
whathe wanted to do based on having been very politically
and entrepreneurially successful in real life.”

Herrigel and Taub both note that it’s unusual for a grad-
uate student to write a dissertation about the business he
runs, but then, Herrigel notes, it’s unusual for political-
science graduate students to “be running businesses that
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Officials from SKS often use small stones, coins, and bills to explain borrowing to illiterate customers.

had cleared them). The investigation didn’t find anything.
Yunus’s ouster was widely seen as an act of political retri-
bution because he had called out Bangladeshi politicians for
corruption and briefly flirted with the idea of setting up a
political party.

In general, problems in microfinance “are pretty insu-
lated to the specific country,” says Simone Balch, AB’97,
director of investor development at Developing World
Markets, an investment firm in Stamford, Connecticut,
with $850 million in assets, which has invested in 150 mi-
crofinance firmsin more than 4o countries, including India.
The 70 pago movement in Nicaragua, for instance, did not
spread to its Central American neighbors.

Nicaraguaand Boliviaand even Bangladesh are relative-
ly small countries. India is not, and the deaths there have
already affected microfinance elsewhere. Regulations put
in place by India’s national government (less onerous to
microfinance firms than those of Andhra Pradesh) “could
show up in other places,” says Lisa Thomas. Jacob Haar
predicts that the situation in India will lead to positive re-
forms. One new initiative came from the United Nations
Principles for Responsible Investment, which created

Principles for Investors in Inclusive Finance, a set of guide-
lines for microfinance investors. Signatories included De-
veloping World Markets and Minlam.

Yet the recent events have also created operational chal-
lenges. “There’s alot more questioning as to whether or not
microfinance actually works,” says Tom Derdak, PhD’85,
who founded and directs Global Alliance for Africa. The
organization invests about $100,000 a year in microcredit
and support services in African countries.

Sofar,investmentsin microlending don’t seem affected.
If the market for microfinance were going to fall apart, it
should show up first at small operations like Derdak’s. “In
terms of our own program,” he says, “our ownlending and
our own client base, it hasn’t hurt.”

‘Whether Akula’slegacy remains unscathed isless clear.
Reportsinlate September said he might be forced out of his
position at SKS. Yet what he did there was groundbreak-
ing. “The story of SKSisstillremarkable,” says Haar. “The
type of growth, the pace of growth, it’s remarkable.” In the
end, Haar predicts, Akula will be proven right about the
for-profit model; it can, they both believe, help billions of
people out of poverty. &
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Sennett would have continued studying cello
at Juilliard, but he returned to the College after
receiving a draft notice.

profile

LIFE IN
PRAGTIGE

In his latest book, sociologist Richard Sennett, AB64,
explores the social craft of cooperation.

BY ELIZABETH STATION

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL WADMAN
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ichard Sennett, AB’64, has published 15
books on labor, cities, and culture. His
scholarship draws on sociology, history,
philosophy, and psychoanalytic theory.
But when writing, he keeps a very spe-
cific person in mind. “My ideal reader
is a woman nuclear scientist,” says Sen-
nett. “And she always wants to know
two things: Is thisinteresting? And does
it matter?”

Asagrad student at Harvard, Sennett
had a scientist friend who asked those questions before
reading his work. Her challenge has stayed with him for
more than 4o years. Sennett writes and lectures widely on
the ways cities are organized and the social and emotional
consequences of contemporary capitalism. Based at the
London School of Economics and New York University,
he has sought tobe interesting and relevant to what he calls
“the intelligent general reader.”

At atime of global recession and uncertainty, Sennett’s
2008 book The Craftsman—published in five languages—
has resonated with a broad audience. Defining craftsman-
ship as “an enduring, basichuman impulse, the desire to do
ajobwell forits ownsake,” the book traces the connections
between craftsmanship, work, and ethical values from an-
cient times to the present.

Modern craftspeople include musicians, glassblowers,
teachers, doctors, parents, and open-source software writ-
ers, Sennet told a packed auditorium at the School of the
ArtInstitute in Chicago one frigid nightlast winter. Every
personhas the raw abilities to become a good craftsman, he
said in his lecture, but Western societies have not always
nurtured the impulse.

Studying craftsmanship over the centuries, Sennett
found that it flourishes in communities with strong social
bonds—andinorganizations thatencourage collaboration.
In the modern economy, powerful forces threaten both
craftand cooperation, he believes. The trends are familiar
to anyone who has lately done, lost, or searched for good
work: Large industries no longer provide critical masses of
stable jobs in the United States and Europe. As jobs move
elsewhere, fewer companies are willing to make long-term
investments in workers. Work is increasingly short term
and project based, so people have many jobs in alifetime.

In short, skilled workers at all levels have found that
“craft does not protect them,” Sennett writes; they “risk
the prospect of losing employment to a peer in India or
China who has the same skills but works for lower pay.”
Even educated professionals and once-secure managers
have joined a class that academics call “the precariat.” As
Sennett puts it, “job loss is no longer merely a working-
class problem.”
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The Craftsman is the first book in a trilogy Sennett is
writing about “the skills people need to sustain everyday
life.” The books explore material culture—that is, the ob-
jects, tools, and machines we create and how we interact
with them. Both humanists and social scientists have em-
braced such topics, he explains, “in partbecause we’ve gota
whole new set of material tools, which are these communi-
cations machines;in partbecause our country isn’t making
things much anymore.” Globalization and technological
change have shifted production away from the United
States, with repercussions for workers and cities. “We had
the fantasy when this started that we’d send [the Chinese]
the low-level crap production and we’d keep the good stuff
for ourselves,” he says. “Ithasn’t worked out that way.”

n his ownlife and career, Sennett had to adapt to shift-

ing circumstances. The only child of a single mother,

Sennett was three when they moved into Chicago’s

Cabrini Greenhousing projectin1946. “People always
think about Cabrini Green as exclusively black. It wasn’tin
its early days,” he says. “And it wasn’t a picnic, but people
developed everyday rituals to make sure that you’d get to
and from school, that things didn’t go out of order. We were
little kids, and we became street smart.”

Hismother, Dorothy Skolnik Sennett, was asocial work-
er who attended the University’s School of Social Service
Administration in 1939—40. “She studied with Charlotte
Towle, a great social worker and heir to Jane Addams,” he
says. Sennett had been playing the cello since the age of
five; when he was eight or nine, he and his mother left Chi-
cago and eventually settled in Washington, DC. In1960
he returned to Chicago as a teenager to study with Frank
Miller, principal cellist of the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra. “I would have been very happy to just study with him
privately, but I would have been instantly drafted. So I
went to the University of Chicago,” he says with a laugh,
“and Iloathedit.”

SKILLED WORKERS AT
ALL LEVELS HAVE FOUND
THAT GRAFT DOES NOT
PROTECT THEM.






Sennett continued his cello studies with Miller, but he
remembers the Hyde Park campus asisolated from the rest
of the city during the 19 60s: “Its relations with the neigh-
borhood were pretty tense and sometimes quite violent.
Getting toand from downtown, whichis where Ispentalot
of my time, was difficult. The University at that time was
not very open to the arts.” He played early music with the
Collegium Musicum (“It was a disaster,” he says) and cham-
ber music with his friend Leon Botstein, AB’67, a violinist
whois now the president of Bard College and music director
of the American Symphony Orchestra. “I don’t know what
Chicago is like today, but I regretted very much the almost
snobbism about the practical arts. In the music department
there were music theorists who couldn’t play the piano.”

Although he chafed against the general-education re-
quirements of the post-Hutchins College, Sennett, who
earned a history degree, connected with Christian Mack-
auer, his Western Civilization teacher. “He was a kindly
man and very worldly, and he introduced me to Hannah
Arendt,” Sennett says. “Those were two older teachers
that Ireally found to be wonderful supports.”

Inhissecond year, Sennettleft the College to study cello
and conducting at Juilliard. Six months after arriving in
New York City, he was served a draft notice. Because he
could get an educational deferment and avoid serving in
Vietnam only if he returned to the University, he explains,
“I'went back to Chicago, and I finished up.” He kept play-
ing the cello but developed carpal tunnel syndrome, and
in 1964 he had a hand operation that went wrong. “It was
pretty clear to me—and this was not a great moment of my
life—that I wasn’t going to be a professional musician.”

Instead, Sennett pursued a PhD in the history of Ameri-
can civilization at Harvard, working with the sociologist

IT WAS PRETTY GLEAR
TO ME—AND THIS WAS
NOT A GREAT MOMENT
OF MY LIFE—THAT

| WASN'T GOING TO

BE A PROFESSIONAL
MUSIGIAN.
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David Riesman (who taught at Chicago until1958). “I'was
going to do abook comparing American chamber music to
Americanjazz musicinthe193os,” Sennettsays. “Thenthe
’60s happened.” He became interested in cities and ways
that social class, economic opportunity, and family life
played out in urban communities. “Since I wasn’t going to
be able to perform, I sort of just moved into sociology.”

oranaccidental academic, Sennetthas been prolific.
Before turning 3ohe published five books, including
The Uses of Disorder (1970), still considered influen-
tialinurbansociology. “It was an unusual book in that
itblended many different types of thinking, from psychoan-
alytic work tosocial theory,” says Robert Sampson, aformer
Chicago and now Harvard sociologist who studies crime and
the social organization of cities. “But what really intrigued
me is that he had a counterintuitive idea about the nature of
disorder and specifically its positive aspects.” For personal
growth, Sennettargued, people need challenge, difference,
and diversity—types of “disorder” they are more likely to
find in chaotic cities than in orderly suburban communities.
Researching his next book, The Hidden Injuries of Class
(1972), with coauthor Jonathan Cobb, Sennett cut his teeth
as an ethnographer. Interviewing 150 semiskilled workers
in Boston, he uncovered a theme—the personal effects of
inequality—that made the book a classic and reappeared
in his later scholarship. He published four more socio-
logical studies and three novels before producing a trio of
books—T"%e Corrosion of Character (1998), Respect, in an
Age of Inequality (2003), and The Culture of the New Capital-
ism (2005)—that aimed to document how global economic
changes upended traditional American notions of trust,
mutual respect, and merit in the workplace. Sennett tried
to show how the massive flow of global capitalinto national
markets since the mid-1970s and the instability of the new
economy affected workers both socially and emotionally.
Some social scientists discount Sennett’s work because it
relies more on stories and interviews—with IBM executives,
Korean grocers, or counselors at a New York City job cen-
ter—than on quantitative empirical data. He prefers philoso-
phy and history to statistics or network modeling. “I think
that many sociologists would consider him a general cultural
criticrather thanasociologist per se,” says Chicago sociology
professor Andrew Abbott, AM’75,PhD’82. Others suggest
that Sennett’s approach is interesting—and it matters—be-
causeithumanizes the study of society. “The great strength of
Richard’s books is their belief in the importance of narrative
in the creation of values, norms, and concepts,” says Homi
Bhabha, a former UChicago English professor who directs
the Mahindra Humanities Center at Harvard.



At home in New York and London, Sennett practices the crafts of music, cooking, and writing.

Sennett’s latest book, Together: The Rituals, Pleasures,
and Politics of Cooperation (due out in December), explores
cooperation as a “social craft.” The ability to understand
and respond to others to get things done, he argues, is in-
nate to humans and necessary for survival. Apprentices and
masters cooperated in medieval guilds; American soldiers
and officers cooperated on the battlefield during World
‘War I1. When the latter returned to civilian life, writes
Sennett, their shared experience helped smooth interac-
tions on the factory floor and diminish class conflict.

People hone a craft—and get better at cooperation—
when they have time to practice, mentors to learn from,
and opportunities to improve through trial and error. In-
terviewing white-collar workers who lost their jobs on
‘Wall Streetafter the 2008 financial meltdown, Sennettand
student researchers found that the same dynamics that dis-
courage craft make cooperation fragile. Especially in the
financial sector, institutions are less stable; companies may
merge, dissolve, or shed workers rather than train them to
learn new skills. Competition and the focus on short-term

profitand fast transactions erode social bonds. Work teams
come together “long enough to get a job done—but not so
long that the members of the team become too attached to
one another,” Sennett writes. Employees may fake coop-
eration to impress managers and coworkers, and loyalty
is a quaint relic of the past. When crisis hits, “team spirit
suddenly collapses; people seek cover and deniability by
shifting blame to other team members.”

Back-office employees on Wall Street, people who man-
aged transactions, prepared documents for audit, and pro-
cessed purchases, Sennett says, “were craftsmen of sorts.
They were skilled, and they took pride in their work.” Yet
many believed their bosses understood little about the me-
chanics of the firms they were managing before the crash.
Indeed, midlevel workers saw “an inverse relationship be-
tween competence and hierarchy.” The wide gap in earn-
ings between CEOs and employees has fueled resentment
and further damaged trust and respect. Overall, Sennett
says, “Inequality is really getting in the way of people
working together.”
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fSennett’s worldview sounds bleak, that’s misleading.
From his book-lined office overlooking a busy Green-
wich Village street, he waxes optimistic about the fu-
ture of cooperation in urban communities. “I actually
think that the bonds of civility among people in the cities
can be much stronger than they are in small places. You
have to learn how to deal with strangers at work, school,
when you go to the hospital,” he says, ashornshonk below.
He hopes that American cities will create a civic culture
that helps people of diverse backgrounds to get along in
everyday life. “The main thing is economic and has to do
with housing,” he says, citing New York City, where rent
control fosters economically mixed neighborhoods, and
the Netherlands, where public assistance allows people
of different income levels to live in the same community.
For Sennett, cities are a family business of sorts. His
wife, sociologist Saskia Sassen, taught at Chicago for
nearly a decade before joining the Columbia faculty in
2007. Her 1991 book, The Global City, documented how
New York, London, and Tokyo became hubs of the global
economy. “We give lectures together,” he says. “It’savery
strange event to people, because I’'m completely humanistic

| AGTUALLY THINK
THAT THE BONDS

OF GIVILITY AMONG
PEOPLE IN GITIES GAN
BE MUGH STRONGER
THAN THEY ARE

IN SMALL PLAGES.
YOU HAVE TO LEARN
HOW TO DEAL WITH
STRANGERS AT WORK,
SGHOOL, WHEN YOU GO
TO THE HOSPITAL.
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and she’sahardcore numbers person—with charts, endless
charts.” After Britain’s summer riots, the pair coauthored
a New York Times op-ed suggesting that extreme inequal-
ity and politicians’ eagerness to cut budgets forlocal police
and community services helped fuel the violence. “Britain’s
current crisis should cause us to reflect on the fact that a
smaller government can actually increase communal fear
and diminish our quality of life,” they wrote. “Is that a fate
Americawishes upon itself?”

If Sennett criticizes the political right for defunding
urban institutions, he also chides the left in the United
States and Europe for failing to make itself “a creditable
voice for reform.” To regain ordinary people’s trust,
American progressives should invest energy and funds
in local issues rather than national electoral politics, he
believes. Inthe spirit of community organizers from Jane
Addams to Saul Alinsky, PhB’30—afamily friend—Sen-
nettemphasizes the need for cooperation that can trans-
form daily life and interpersonal relations: “It’s a matter
of putting the social back into socialism,” he wrote in a
July essay in the Nation.

In The Craftsman, Sennett places himself within the phil-
osophical tradition of the pragmatists, whose “animating
impulse remains to engage with ordinary, plural construc-
tive human activities.” Although Sennett calls himself “an
old lefty,” the New Lorker critic Kelefa Sanneh has sug-
gested that his midlife “call to craft is in some ways a con-
servative call: it asks workers to seek fulfillment through
personal diligence, not politics.” The assessment is fair
enough, says Sennett. “I am not very politically minded.
My work focuses on civil society, and that’sits strengthand
its weakness.”

In his own life, Sennett has experienced the pleasures
of cooperation and of doing a job well for its own sake.
He practices the cello and plays with informal chamber
groups; he shops, cleans, and cooks for dinner parties.
And whenever he writes he remembers his friend, the
nuclear scientist. “She was much smarter than I, so I’ve
always thought it was a really good guide to think about
someone who’s your equal—to write out rather than
down.” What matters most, he says, “is being part of a
public discussion with other people, rather than trying to
influence the powerful.”

Sennett hopes that the final book in his trilogy, based on
ethnographies of four London communities, will generate
worthwhile ideas about how cities mightbe better crafted.
Evenifanswers prove elusive, heislikely to be comfortable
with ambiguity. “Oftentimes, we want to get a picture of
everything—whatshould be done, what’s wrong, how to go
forward, and so on—and we can’t have that,” he says. “Ev-
ery act of writing is incomplete and should be incomplete.
... Nothing is ever settled in life.” &
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THE CRAFT OF
¥0B COUNSELING

The unemployed need survival skills.
BY RICHARD SENNETT, AB’64

helabor marketin both Europe and North Amer-
icais becoming transformed structurally. As ev-
eryone knows, beginninginthe198oseverfewer
workersin Europe and North Americahavebeen
engaged in mass manufacturing; that shrinkage
has extended today—as in computer program-
ming and engineering—to skilled professional
work which can be done elsewhere in the world
cheaper. It’s a fantasy, in my judgment, to think
that new creative or green economies can do
much to offset the massive drift in jobs out from
the West. The trend within white-collar work is for more
lower-level service work, as in retail sales and in care work
for the aged. Of course, some face-to-face professional ser-
vices will not shrink: you won’t want a lawyer in India to
handle your divorce by e-mail. Still, Western economies face
the paradox of productivity without full employment: we
face the prospect that it will seem “normal” for 15 to 18 per-
cent of the labor force to be without full-time work lasting
more than two years; among young people in their 20s, these
percentages will rise to 20to 25 percent.

The employment center will thus loom ever larger as an
institution in the lives of ever more people. It will not be
the only such institution. Britain is currently seeing the
rise of “jobs clubs,” which are community-based mutual-
support groups especially important to people out of work
for long periods in keeping their spirits up and providing
word-of-mouth leads. Yet the structural problem, both for
professionals and for community groups, is the increas-
ingly difficult task of matching applicants to scantavailable
jobs.Inthe middle class, this meanslowering expectations;
limits are a hard lesson to learn. Professional job counsel-
orsand jobs-club organizers alike need to become skilled in
handling disappointment. These counselorsand organizers
are society’s realists; politicians promising a return to full
employment of the sort our parents’ generation knew are
society’s fantasists.

ta

Job seekers, says Sennett, need a support system.

Thatsaid, the employment center cannot be justaschool
of misery. Indirect cooperation canindeed school job seek-
ersabouthow besttobehave, if only they can manage to get
through an employer’s door. More, people need to believe
they can make something of their lives; few employment
counselors would stay in their own jobs if they functioned
as professors of disappointment. The value of the effort
to both job seeker and adviser is that they’ve reconfigured
what the repair involves, socially and personally rather
than economically; the task is to stay engaged with others
even if one feels rotten inside. The hard-boiled rationalist
who slights this task as justa “feel-good factor” ignores the
stakes involved. The discouraged worker has to learn how
tobeasurvivor: that’s the goal that keeps good job counsel-
ors at their posts. With the odds stacked against you, how
doyoukeep going? How can you transcend feeling the pris-
oner of job statistics? &

Adapted from Together: The Rituals, Pleasures,
and Politics of Cooperation (Yale University Press,
forthcoming) by Richard Sennett.
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campus life

YEARS OF
GHEERS

For five decades, Stuart Rice and his doctoral
students have had great chemistry.

BY LYDIALYLE GIBSON

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JASON SMITH

Crowded onto two high shelves in Stu-
art Rice’s Gordon Center office, above
textbooks on physical chemistry and the
kinetic theory of dynamic fluids, sit 107
empty champagne bottles, one for each
student whose dissertation Rice has ad-
vised in his 54 years at Chicago. Names
and dates, some sun bleached, are care-
fully written across the labels: J. Wenzel,
Aug. 19, 1975; Hui Tang, Oct. 28,1997;
Derek Frydel, July 22, 2005. The oldest
bottle on the shelf belongs to Robert Harris, SM’59, PhD’60, a chemistry profes-
sor emeritus atthe University of California, Berkeley, who finished his doctorate
inayearandahalf. Rice’s mostrecent graduate is Alice Sheu, SM’03, PhD’08, a pi-
anist who went on to earnadegree from Massachusetts’s Longy School of Music.

Rice, the Frank Hixson distinguished service professor emeritus in chemisty,
displays the bottles as mementos of the parties that follow final PhD exams.
After the corks are popped and the champagne poured—he prefers his dry—
he keeps one bottle for himself and gives another to the graduating student.
“So there are 107 bottles scattered around the world,” he says. They belong to
named professors, physicists at national laboratories, experts in motion per-
ception and heart arrhythmias and geothermal energy. Many are also Rice’s
lifelong friends. “Graduate education is very much like creating a new family,”
he says. The relationship between mentor and student “is not an abstract exer-
cise in which someone goes through a set of steps following a set of rules. It’s
much more intense, much more diverse, much more fluctuating than that.”

Inthe decadessince Harris graduated and Rice saved achampagne bottle with
his name on it, the collection has become kind of aliving chronicle. Each bottle
is a story: Michael Lipkin, PhD’84, who became a floor trader on the American
Stock Exchagne and a bridge-playing expert; Oleh Weres, SB’72, PhD’72, who
took the PhD candidacy examas a College third-year and “came out on top of the
whole field.” He received his graduate and undergraduate degrees on the same
day, and “bless his heart,” Rice says, “a private ceremony was arranged in the
president’s office, to give him his bachelor’s degree before his PhD.”

For Rice, the bottles denote achievement, both his students’ and his own. For
those working toward their doctorates, they offer “a visual reminder,” he says,
“that there has been a history of students here.” &
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research

PERFORMANGE
ANXIETY

Psychologist Sian Beilock studies what makes people choke under pressure

and of fers techniques to prevent those menital meltdowns.
BY JASON KELLY

ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID FOLDVARI

50 THEUNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MAGAZINE | NOV—DEC 2011



rSlieT f. %

’ .:"l- '.'-'r,_ }*@.ﬁ
LA Y2
[m,iﬁ-r




The true fielder lets the path of the ball become his own path, thereby compre-
hending the ball and dissipating the self, which is the source of all suffering and
poor defense.—Aparicio Rodriguez, The Art of Fielding

was a 12-year-old all-star, a designation I coveted
and dreaded. In the summer of 1985, East Side
Little League had a lot of talent, so to be selected
as one of the 15 or 20 best players meant alot. Buta
spot on that roster also came with pressure. There
were high expectations.

Our team played in the annual international
baseball tournament that begins at the local level
and culminates in the Little League World Series.
Nobody thought we’d get that far, but a state title
was areal possibility. That year the state finals hap-

pened to be in our hometown, a disappointment for kids
who couldimagine no greater reward for reaching the finals
than a couple of nights in a hotel. Playing at home didn’t
justtake some of the fun out of the experience; it also might
have hurt our chances to win.

Sian Beilock, associate professor of psychology,
explores the ways our minds betray us in high-stakes
situations, including the detrimental effect of an en-
couraging crowd. “The more supportive and friendly
that audience is,” Beilock writes, “the more self-aware
we as performers get.” Her book, Choke: What the Se-
crets of the Brain Reveal About Getting It Right When 1ou
Have To (Free Press, 2010), illustrates how self-aware-
ness can make even the most fluid athlete’s joints creak
like the Tin Man.

Certain types of physical expertise—fielding a ground
ball, playing the violin—are best performed outside our
conscious awareness. For people who do them well, those
actions become part of their “procedural memory,” the im-
plicit, complex motor skills that can be difficult to articu-
late. How do youride a bike?

Heimlich maneuvers

In her book Choke, 1 .
Sian Beilock offers tips
to prevent choking in
academics and business.

and performance.
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REAFFIRM YOUR SELF-WORTH.

Before a big test or presentation,
spend a couple of minutes writing
about your many interests and
activities to promote feelings of self-
worth and boost your confidence

Pressure compromises procedural memory. Under
stress, many people think about the mechanics of their ac-
tions to control the situation, but that conscious thought
actually diminishes their expertise. “Don’t think, just
do,” choreographer George Balanchine counseled his
dancers. Aparicio Rodriguez, a legendary shortstop
in Chad Harbach’s novel The Art of Fielding, may put it
in more metaphysical terms, but “comprehending the
ball and dissipating the self” expresses the essence of
Beilock’s research.

In nerve-racking circumstances, the most successful
practitioners of any complex physical activity lose them-
selves. Think of MichaelJordan shrugging in disbelief after
hissixth three-pointerinthefirsthalfofaigg2 NBA Finals
game. If youdon’tlose yourself, if pressure heightens your
consciousness of what’s at stake and who’s watching to the
point that you exert conscious control over ingrained tech-
niques, you lose.

University of Maryland sports scientist Brady Hatfield
has shown that, during the relaxed execution of a prac-
ticed skill, communication between the motor and rea-
soning areas of the brain decreases. Abeginner’s brain, on
the other hand, is abuzz with motor and reasoning cross
talk, trying to translate newfound knowledge into action.
When anxiety increases, experts can start to think like
novices, and their performances suffer. “Too much brain
interference with movement,” Beilock writes, “can make
you choke.”

That explains alot. Like how the state-finals stakes and
home-field enthusiasm stirred up so much motor and rea-
soning static when a routine ground ball came rolling to-
ward me with two outs in the bottom of the last inning.

2.

MAP OUT YOUR COMPLEXITIES.

Before taking an important test,
spend five minutes drawing a
diagram of everything that makes
you a multifaceted individual to
highlight that this one test score
doesn’t define you.




eilock distinguishes the phenomenon known as

choking from simple poor performance. Choking

occurs when anxiety causes people to perform at

less than their best, when the pressureliterally gets
into their heads.

It’s most obvious in sports and music, where prowess
stored in the procedural memory splinters while a crowd
watches. Golfer Greg Norman became a symbol of pres-
sure-induced meltdowns in the 1980s and ’9os, losing
several major tournaments after building big leads. Singer
Jessica Simpson, in a 2006 Kennedy Center tribute to her
idol Dolly Parton, cut short her rendition of “g to 5” be-
cause she couldn’t remember the words. “Dolly,” she said,
“youmake me so nervous.”

Beilock confesses to her own trouble with choking: paral-
lel parking when her husband is in the car. “I’m very good
at parallel parking when nobody’s watching,” she says, “but
when he’s in the car, it’s a total choke situation.” Beilock, in
fact, has a personal interest in how anxiety affects perfor-
mance, rootedinher ownathleticand academic experiences.

Growingupinthe Bay Area, she was astrong student and
anaccomplished athlete, good enough to play lacrosse at the
University of California, San Diego, and soccerin the Olym-
pic development program. When the stakes were highest,
though, the skills she spent hours refining sometimes failed
her. “Thad one of the worst soccer games of my life playing in
frontof college recruiters,” Beilock writes, “and I could nev-
er manage to score as well on the actual SAT as I did on the
many practice tests.” Even then, she wondered what caused
her performance fluctuations: “I was always interested in
trying touncover the reasons, the why, thatin certain situa-
tions, we don’t perform at our best.”

WHAT MAKES SIAN
BEILOGK CHOKE?
PARALLEL PARKING
WHEN HER HUSBAND
IS IN THE GAR.

PHOTO BY JASON SMITH

WRITE ABOUT YOUR WORRIES.

Writing for ten minutes can thwart

the anxieties and self-doubt of a
high-pressure situation.

4.

MEDITATE AWAY THE WORRIES.

You can train your brain not to
dwell on negative thoughts and
instead recognize and then discard
them. Meditation training can help
to harness all of your cognitive
horsepower for the task at hand.
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9.

THINK DIFFERENTLY.

Think about yourself in ways that
highlight your propensity for
success. Focus on your credentials
to help turn a bad performance
into a good one.




Since earning PhDs in both kinesiology and psychol-
ogy from Michigan State, Beilock has uncovered some
answers and preventive techniques. She knew one method
years ago, even if she didn’t understand its mental effect.
Preparing for the draw to begin her college lacrosse games,
she would sing a song in her head, a habit her dad instilled.
“Now I realize that was an effective technique for taking
my mind off something I knew how to do very well.”

Those practiced actions should be on autopilot, she says,
but the pressure of a recruiter’s evaluation, a career-defin-
ing presentation, or even a spouse’s opinion often leads
to overthinking. “The prefrontal cortex, which is sort of
the seat of our thinking and decision making, gets over-
involved in a way that’s not good.”

Inothersituations, autopilot won’t do. Taking a math test,
forexample, orinterviewing forajob, requires “explicit mem-
ory,” what Beilock calls the “cognitive horsepower” stored
in the prefrontal cortex. Instead of causing a person to think
toomuch, worrying reduces the ability to think enough about
the task athand, and obstructs access to relevant knowledge.
“We tend to fail when that cognitive horsepower goes awry,”
Beilock says, “when it’s devoted to worrying about the situ-
ation and its consequences rather than to focusing on a test
problem or answering an on-the-spot question.”

Her research has shown that meditation “can train your
brain not to dwell on negative thoughts.” How you think
about the physical reactions to stress also matters. Beilock
notes that quickened heartbeats and sweaty palms occur not
only because of anxiety but also because of happy emotions
like love and excitement. As she puts it, if you consider but-
terflies a sign that you’re amped up as opposed to freaking
out, “youmay be able to turn your body to your advantage.”

WE TEND TO FAIL
WHEN GOGNITIVE
HORSEPOWER

GOES AWRY—WHEN
WE’RE FOGUSED ON
WORRYING, NOT THE
SUBJEGT AT HAND.

More tips to prevent choking in academics and business.

REINTERPRET YOUR REACTIONS.

When under pressure, if you can

interpret your bodily reactions in a
positive way (“l am amped up for the
test”) rather than negative (“l am
freaking out”), you may be able to
turn your body to your advantage.

1.

PAUSE YOUR CHOKE.

Walking away for a few minutes
from a challenging problem that
demands working memory can help
you to think in a new way or from an
alternative perspective—and can
produce an “aha” moment.

54 THEUNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO MAGAZINE | NOV—DEC 2011

EDUCATE THE WORRIES.

Drawing attention to stereotypes—

for example, “Girls can’t do math” or
“Whites are not as good at math as
Asians”™—and remembering that they are
only stereotypes can help prevent people
from worrying about their ability.




an Francisco 49ers quarterback Joe Montana hud-

dled with his teammates in the final minutes of the

1989 Super Bowl. Behind by three points, 92 yards

from a game-winning touchdown, in front of about
75,000 people in the stadium and 81 million television
viewers, Montana noticed one guy in the crowd. “Look,”
he said. “Isn’t that John Candy?”

Itwas typical of Montana that, when other players might
have had clammy palms and dry mouths, his mind would
wander from the magnitude of the moment to a movie star
in the stands. Known for leading comebacks and making
clutch plays when it counted the most, he built his football
reputation on preternatural calm.

‘Whether or not he studied sports psychology, Montana had
an intuition about how pressure affects performance, and he
mentioned John Candy in the huddle for just that reason. He
thoughtthathis teammates, including an especially anxious of-
fensive tackle named Harris Barton, were too tense. So Mon-
tana offered a diversion from the pressure. “Everybody kind
of smiled, and even Harris relaxed,” Montana said in his 1995
autobiography written with Dick Schaap, “and then we all con-
centrated on the job we had to do,” driving down the field and
scoring the game-winning touchdown with 34 seconds to play.

It’s not that Montana was less aware of the pressure
than his teammate Barton; it just affected him differently.
And, perhaps unwittingly, Montana used a technique that
Beilock has shown to help overcome sports performance
anxiety: “Distract yourself. Singing a song or even think-
ing about your pinky toe as Jack Nicklaus was rumored to
do can help prevent the prefrontal cortex from regulating
too closely movements that should run outside awareness.”

As Montana implied when he said the distraction al-

lowed the 49ers to concentrate on their jobs, John Candy’s
presence did not erase conscious awareness of the work
to do. Taking their minds off the pressure, though, might
have allowed them to follow another Beilock mantra: “fo-
cus on the outcome, not the mechanics.” An accomplished
free-throw shooter, for example, mightlapse into thinking
about the minutiae of form tonumb the nervesina pressure
situation. Robin Jackson, a sports scientist at Brunel Uni-
versity in London, has proven why that’s abadidea.

Jackson had soccer players of equal skill levels set objec-
tives before dribbling a ball through cones. The players who
chose technique-oriented goals (“Keep loose with knees
bent”) fared worse than those with a strategic focus (“Keep
the ball close to the cones”). In fact, Beilock writes, “tech-
nique focusresultsin worse performance thanifthey paidno
attention todetailin the first place.” Under duress at the free-
throwline, then, a player who becomes aware of the anatom-
ical Rube Goldberg machine at work loses the subconscious
benefits of practice. Better for the shooter to envision where
the ball will land in the net, Beilock says, triggering motor
cuesin the brain from successful repetition.

eaction to pressure is a matter of interpretation. At
the University’s Human Performance Laboratory,
which Beilock runs, researchers evaluated under-
graduate math test results based on levels of the
stress hormone cortisol. For some students, higher levels
of the hormone meantlower test scores. But others’ scores
rose as their cortisol increased. It turned out that the stu-
dents whose higher cortisol correlated to lower scores had
previously reported math anxiety. Those whose results

THE OBAMA EFFECT.

Seeing examples of people who defy

common stereotypes about sex,
race, and ability can help to boost
the performance of people in these
social groups.

10.

PRACTICE UNDER PRESSURE.

Study under the same conditions you
will be tested under—for instance,

in a timed situation with no study
aids—to get used to what you will
experience on test day.
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11.

OUTSOURGE YOUR GOGNITIVE LOAD.

Write down the intermediate steps of

a problem rather than trying to hold
everything in your head. This provides
an external memory source and you
may be less likely to mix up information
or forget important details.
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improved as the stress hormone increased had no such fear.

Everybody felt the test pressure, as their hormonal reac-
tions proved, but responses to the stress varied depending
on preexisting feelings about the subject. Some people treat
anxiety as asignal to perform at their best. Others dwell on
itasasign of impending failure.

It’s possible to neutralize ominous ruminations, if not
eliminate them. Writing about worries before taking an
exam dilutes their negative impact on students with test
anxiety, Beilock says, “in essence downloading them from
mind so they’re less likely to pop up in the moment and
distract them.” In a paper published in the January 14 Sc/-
ence, Beilock and Chicago PhD student Gerardo Ramirez
reported the effect. Test-anxious ninth graders who spent
ten minutes writing about their feelings before a biology
exam earned a B-plus on the test, compared to a B-minus
for those who didn’t write, asignificantdifference between
students with otherwise comparable academic credentials.
“We show that this has an especially big effect,” Beilock
adds, “for students who are high in test anxiety.”

In October she published research in the journal Cere-
bral Cortex identifying the brain activity of math-anxious
students who overcome their fears to succeed on tests.
Students whose fMRI scans revealed an activation of the
region thatregulates negative reactions fared twice as well
onexams as those whose brains did notrespond in that way.
That activation sparks a series of mental responses that
help students block out their anxiety and focus on how to
solve the test problems. One way to trigger that brain re-
sponse, Beilock says, is to talk through the solutions out
loud, which trains attention on the mathematical tech-
niques and off of the tension.

Some techniques to repel pressure work whether the
activity draws on procedural or explicit memory. One of
the most effective, Beilock says, is to practice under stress.
The prepping doesn’t have to be as intense as the real-life
pressure situation itself, which is almost impossible to
simulate, but it should be enough to acclimate your mind to
performing under those conditions. Timed SAT practice
tests, for example, or free throws that determine whether
ornotteammates run sprints, Beilock says, help people “get
used to the pressure they’re going to feel in the actual do-
or-die situation.”

How early inlife a personlearnsaskill canalsoinfluence
performance under pressure. Beilock and University of
Houston psychologist Arturo Hernandez have shown that
golfers who learned to play after age ten, even after years
of practice, put more conscious thought into their actions.
“The people who learned to play earlier tended to be less
likely to start unpacking their performance and thinking
about the detail,” Beilock says. “We think that’s because
they learned to play when they weren’t overanalyzing ev-
ery step.”

Younger kids are less likely to overanalyze because
the prefrontal cortex doesn’t fully develop until adult-
hood. For them golf becomes, in effect, a native language
acquired with the sensory and motor areas of the brain.
Skilled players who learn later are more like an older per-
son encountering a foreign language; even if they become
fluent, they lack the intuitive command of someone who
learned it earlier in life. Because of age differences in how
the brain processes certain skills, Beilock notes, “we also
think that the later golfers learn, the more vulnerable they
are to choking under pressure.”

Beilock’s tips to prevent sports and performance choking.

1. 2.

DISTRACT YOURSELF. DON’T SLOW DOWN.

3.

FOCUS ON THE OUTCOME, NOT
THE MECHANICS.

Singing a song or even thinking about Don’t give yourself too much time

your pinky toe as Jack Nicklaus was
rumored to do can help prevent the
prefrontal cortex from regulating
movements that should run outside
awareness.

to think and to control your highly
practiced putt, free throw, or
penalty kick. Just do it.
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Focusing on the goal, where the
ball will land in the net, helps cue
your practiced motor programs to
run flawlessly.




AS ANYONE WHO
HAS EVER GHOKED
KNOWS, THESE
TYPES OF FLUBS
GAN HAUNT YOU.

was vulnerable atayoung age. Despite four or five years

ofbaseball experience, my 12-year-old mind became hy-

peraware at the state finals. We had already lost once in

the double-elimination tournament, but with a one-run
lead and two outs in the last inning, we were on the verge
of taking another step toward the title. I justhoped nobody
would hit the ball toward me.

There wasarunner on firstbase when a ground ball came
up the middle, rolling slowly toward second base. AllThad
to do was pick it up and step on second for a force out that
would end the game. It couldn’t have been an easier play; I
didn’t even have to make a throw. Pick up the ball, step on
the base, game over.

Ineeded George Balanchine or Aparicio Rodriguez—
or Sian Beilock—whispering in my ear, someone to take
my mind off the fact that this easy play was weighed down
with significance for me, my teammates, and the parents
and friends in the crowd. My arms and legs were leaden,

4.

FIND A KEY WORD.

A one-word mantra (such as

9.

smooth during a golf stroke) can
keep you focused on the end result
rather than the step-by-step
processes of performance.

future goals.

FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE.

Focusing on the negative can
make you feel out of control and
increase the likelihood that you
will not work as hard to obtain

every movementheavy andforced, as if the communication
between my synapses and muscles had short-circuited. In
fact, the communication had increased, much to the detri-
ment of me and my team.

I shifted to my right, into position to field the ball. If
anything, I got there too soon, just as it skipped over the
pitcher’s mound. I reminded myself to put my glove in the
dirt and watch the ball all the way into it, coaching com-
mandments that were rote actions by then. Now, I realize,
that mindfulness contributed to my failure to execute basic
fundamentals at the mostimportant time.

Stiff-legged, I didn’t get my glove down, and the ball
scooted through my legs. I don’t remember much about
whathappened after that, but ITknow the other team scored
tworuns to win and eliminate us from the state tournament.

It still stings. “As anyone who has ever choked knows,
these types of flubs can haunt you,” Beilock writes, infect-
ing the mind and developing into self-fulfilling prophe-
cies. Professional second baseman Chuck Knoblauch
went through an ordeal when he could not make an accu-
rate throw to first. Catchers have suddenly lost the ability
to toss the ball back to the pitcher. On the greens, accom-
plished golfers get the “yips,” an actual condition that the
Mayo Sports Medicine Center has divided into two types.

A certain amount of innate mental wiring creates a
predisposition to succeed or fail under pressure. Chronic
worriers, for example, are “more prone to buckle,” Beilock
says. But psychological temperament determines only so
much. To alarge extent, she says, “how you perform in
these stressful situations is based on how well prepared
youare and the tools youbring to the table to counteractit.”

Now she tellsme. o

GURE THE YIPS BY GHANGING
UP YOUR GRIP.

Altering your performance
technique reprograms the circuits
you need to execute your shot,
hopefully clearing your brain and
body of the motor hiccup.
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personal historn

A FRIDAY
NIGHT
STORY

In 1980s Baltimore, a family recalls an act of kindness—
and finds a way to repay it.
BY JACK TUCKER, PHD’72
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MAMONLIOVIASALINOD SOLOHA



Clockwise: The Tucker
family celebrates

Rosh Hashanah and
Passover together in
the late 1980s; Tucker’s
father holds baby Jack
before they moved to
America. Opposite:
Jack’s mother cradles
him in Poland; Tucker’s
father after arriving in
the United States.



’Ilhave a piece,” I'said to my mother, who was pass-
ing slices of apple cake around the table while my
wife and sister-in-law brought cups of hot tea into
the dining room. The children had already eaten
their brownies and had run offinto the den to play
board games, leaving the adults to finish their des-
serts and tea in peace before the kids were called
back in for the Birkat Hamazon.

“Mom, you’ll never guess who I ran into this

week.”

My mother was in no mood to play my guessing
game. She was tired. SZabbos dinner for her husband, her
two sons, and their families was an enormous amount of
work,and even though we were all but finished with the last
course, she still had so much work to do. The table had to
becleared,andall the disheshad tobe scraped, thenracked
in the dishwasher. The leftovers had to be put away so that
she and my father could eat them Saturday afternoon after
coming home from shul.

“Ronnie Salzberg,” I continued, matter-of-factly, de-
spite her lack of interest in my earlier challenge.

“Ronnie Salzberg?” my mother repeated, at first with-
out apparent comprehension. Then, abruptly, she dropped
what she was doing. She moved around the table and sat
down next to me.

“Ronnie Salzberg,” she repeated again. “Oy, es git nisht
keyn yaysher.” There is no fairness in the world.

Ronnie Salzberg was an acquaintance from my youth
whom my mother had hardly ever met, but she knew all
about him. The mere mention of his name now brought
back memories of a tragedy that happened before we came
to America, even before Ronnie was born—a tragedy
whose recall touched my mother that Friday night, more
than 4oyears later.
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Tucker’s parents hold a grandchild in
1988 and baby Jack in 1947.

Ronnie was the son of Dr. Arnold Salzberg, a family
physician who had a practice in our old Pimlico neighbor-
hood in Baltimore, where we settled after we first arrived
in Americain1947. My parents were poor then, and all their
hopes were pinned on my father’s buying a nearby corner
grocery store—but it took months for him to overcome his
fears, tofeel comfortable about the store’s prospects, toar-
range for aloan, and to bring one of his landsleit, a fellow
Holocaustsurvivor,down to Baltimore tobe his partner. In
the meantime, they had no income, only the small amount
my father had managed to save after the war in Poland and
Germany before coming to America.

My mother was a proud woman who preferred to do
without rather than to ask for help. She washed our dia-
pers in the tub with a washboard and a bar of soap, and
hung clotheslines in the bathroom because she could not
afford adiaper service. She tried not to borrow a cent more
than she absolutely had to from her brother and sisters,
who had moved before the war and sponsored us to come
to Baltimore. Every dollar had to be invested into the new
business. But when I was sick, the one thing she could not
do without was providing me with medical care. She was
always rushing me, or later my little brother, to the doctor
or having him come to our home. She had already lost one
child to disease after their town in Poland was liberated,
so every minor fever, every unusual rash, every infirmity
that struck us—no matter how trivial—brought back the
horror of that time when she was powerless to protect her
daughter. Dr. Salzberg must have thought my mother was
hysterical with some of the imagined childhood illnesses
she brought to his attention, but if he did, he kept it to him-
self. Nevertheless, it embarrassed my mother to have to tell
Dr. Salzberg that she could not afford to pay him just yet for
his medical services.

MAMONLIOVIASALINOD SOLOHA



“Don’t worry, Mrs. Tucker. Sorg sikh nisht. Everything
will be all right,” Dr. Salzberg would say. He spoke just
enough broken Yiddish to be able to communicate with my
mother, who then knew no English. “You’ll pay me back
when your husband starts working and earning a living.”
Butinthe meantime, my mother had no choice butto accept
the gemilas khesed, the act of kindness of Dr. Salzberg.

Dr. Salzberg was the physician of my mother’s relatives
already in Baltimore. Undoubtedly, she heard of his terrible
tragedy from them. A few years earlier, Dr. Salzberg’s wife
was home taking care of their toddler. She had just changed
his diaper on the sofa in their living room when the phone
rang. She turned around and ran into the kitchen to answer
the phone. Maybe she forgot about the baby for a half sec-
ond, or maybe it was halfan hour. Ineverreallylearned the
exact details. But before she realized that there was any
danger, the baby had climbed up to the top of the sofa. An
accordion screen in the open window had caught his atten-
tion. The little boy pushed on the screen, it gave, and the
Salzberg baby fell to his death.

Dr. Salzberg never spoke of this tragedy, at least not to
patients like my mother, but she knew all about it. Maybe
she had a particular empathy for the grief thathe hid. After
all, she too had lost a child.

My sister, Tziporah, was born in Soviet-occupied east-
ern Poland in 1940. When the Germans attacked their
erstwhile Soviet allies in June 1941, my parents, like all
the other Jewish residents of Brarisk, were confined in the
ghetto. When the Germans liquidated the ghetto and be-
gansending Jews by train to Treblinkain Novemberig4z2,
my parents determined to go into hiding to avoid the gas
chambers that they heard awaited the Jews there. But they
could not take ababy into the forests. Instead they left her
in the care of a Polish Catholic priest of a nearby village.
He renamed her with a conspicuously Catholic name and

“IF ONLY” BEGAME
THE OBSESSION THAT
HAUNTED MY MOTHER’S
ANXIOUS DAYS AND
SLEEPLESS NIGHTS
THROUGHOUT HER LAST
YEAR IN POLAND.

hid the fact that this little girl was Jewish, even from his
Polish housekeepers. He had the women care for several
orphans in his rectory but did not tell them which if any
might not be Catholic for fear that the secret might be re-
vealed to the Germans, and then all would be killed, Jews
and non-Jews alike. All the orphans were taught to speak
Polishandtolearnthe Catholic prayers—the “Our Father”
and the “Hail Mary”—so that to the German army and its
attached death machine, all the children would appear as
ordinary Polish orphans.

y parents remained in hiding from the fall of 1942

until the late summer of 1944, when the German

army finally retreated. As the Red Army liber-

ated the region and massed in eastern Poland to
begin its final assault on Germany, my parents felt safe
enough to reclaim their little girl. Although she’d become
emaciated at the orphanage because the German army had
robbed Poland of'its produce, she was alive and apparently
healthy at Rosh Hashanah. Yet by Yom Kippur, ten days
later, she was gone—aftsu lokhes, as if purely to spite them.
She had succumbed to an epidemic that spread through the
town, carried by contaminated water. They had her forless
than a month.

If only they had understood the health danger posed by
an occupying army. If only they had realized that even the
well might be contaminated. If only they had boiled the
water. If only they had not housed arefugee doctor in their
home who perhaps brought germs and disease with her. If
only they themselves had died and the child had remained
in the care of the priest, maybe their daughter would have
survived. “If only” became the obsession that haunted my
mother’s anxious days and sleepless nights throughout her
last year in Poland, her six months in a refugee camp in
American-occupied Germany, and her first yearsin Ameri-
cauntil she and my father finally refashioned alife for them-
selves here. The same “if only” must have burdened Mrs.
Salzberg with the unbearable guilt my mother suffered, and
she understood more than anyone how the Salzbergs felt.

Dr. and Mrs. Salzberg adopted a baby boy, Ronnie; he
and I were born within two months of each other—he in
the United States and I in postwar Poland. Shortly after
the adoption, Mrs. Salzberg became pregnant and gave
birth to a daughter, Judy, who was less than a year younger
than theiradopted son. Growing up, Judy was all the things
Ronnie was not. She was pretty while Ronnie was, well,
not so pretty. She was popular and stylish, the kind of girl
who when I was in high school, I wished I had the self-
confidence to ask out on a date. He, on the other hand, was
withdrawn and sullen. She was graceful and athletic, took
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ballet lessons, and was a star tennis player in high school.
Poor Ronnie was a klutz—he couldn’t run or catch a ball
or do any of the other things that count for so much in boy
society. And she was successful in school, while he seemed
tohave aharder time of it. Not thathe was stupid. In fact, in
high school he was tracked in the demanding special college
preparatory program—the “enriched course,” they called
it. But things did not work out for him. He maintained de-
cent grades until high school, when he began to exhibit
problems that everyone had a hard time explaining.

“His mother never really loved him,” was the consensus
of the latter-day Freudians and self-proclaimed psycholo-
gy experts in the neighborhood. “When Judy came along,
his mother transferred all her affections to her beautiful
daughter and did not have enough love for her less attrac-
tiveadopted son,” people theorized.Thad heard my mother
talking to her friends and relatives about Ronnie when I
was aboy,andIguess Iboughtinto the theoryaswell. None
of ushad everheard of alearning disability. If an otherwise
bright child did not do wellin school, then the only possible
explanation was that the mother had withheld her love.

The conclusion that Mrs. Salzberg never really loved her
adopted son seemed confirmed when I was about 14 or 15.
One winter day, my mother told me that Mrs. Salzberg had
died of cancer, and she wanted me and my friends to pay a
shivah visitthatafternoon. I balked at going, especially be-
cause Ronnie was notreally a friend, just an acquaintance.
Butmy motherinsisted. It was the first time I had ever gone
to the home of a mourner, and I felt uneasy. I did not know
what to say or how to act. Somehow I expected that when
Icame into the Salzberg home, the family members would
be crying in anguish. That’s what I imagined took place in
a house of mourning. Nothing of the sort happened. Dr.
Salzberg shook our hands and thanked us for coming to the
shivah house. Judy was chatting and giggling with her close
girlfriends and didn’t seem interested in talking to us, and
we were too shy and uncomfortable to approach her. When
my friends and I came into Ronnie’s room, he did not seem
visibly upset at all. Instead of weeping, he asked us if we
would like to join him in a game of Risk. To my inexperi-
enced sensibility, that seemed inappropriate. I concluded
that Ronnie must not have loved his mother—a just pay-
back,Idecided, for herlack of affection.

Ronnie had a hard time in school. In the 12th grade,
Ronnie’s advanced chemistry class took place in an old sci-
ence lecture hall with stadium-style seating. The class was
taught by Mr. Buchanan, the science-departmenthead. On
the first day of class, Mr. Buchanan did not know anyone,
but by the end of the period he had spotted Ronnie as the
most awkward, least confident student in the class. Al-
though he did not manage to learn anyone else’s name, he
learned Ronnie’s and determined that he could court the
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BY PICKING ON THE
WEAKEST MEMBER OF
THE PACK, HE FIGURED
HE GOULD INGRATIATE
HIMSELF WITH THE
REST OF THE HYENAS.

favor of the class by poking fun at him. By picking on the
weakest member of the pack, he figured he could ingratiate
himself with the rest of the hyenas.

Near the end of the first week of school, just before chemis-
try, Ronnierealized hehadlefthis chemistrybookinhislocker.
After visiting the locker, he was not with the rest of the class
going to the lab. Somehow he made a wrong turn or got off on
the wrong floor and was briefly lost in the labyrinth of our gi-
gantic public high school. By the time he arrived at the labora-
tory, class had already begun, and Mr. Buchanan was writing
ontheblackboard. With the teacher’sback to the class, Ronnie
tried to slip in unobserved and make it up to his desk near the
back. Asheclimbed the steps, somekids started tosnicker. Mr.
Buchanan turned around, and his eye fell on Ronnie.

“Salzberg!”heyelled. The fearin Ronnie's eyes waslike
in a war movie, when the American soldier tries to escape
from the German POW camp, and in the darkness the
searchlight catches him snagged on the barbed-wire fence.

As Ronnie turned to face Mr. Buchanan’s wrath, one of
the books slipped from his grasp. Ronnie bent over to pick
it up, and the others fell. The class laughed at his clumsi-
ness. Mr. Buchanan looked away from Ronnie and turned
to the rest of the class.

“No wonder he can’tlearn any chemistry. He can’t even
pick up his books.” The class howled. I can almost see the
smuglook Buchanan had on his face as he played to the mob.

Tears welled up in Ronnie’s eyes.

Thenhe abandoned hisbooksandran out.Idon’tknowif
Ronnie dropped chemistry completely orifhis father man-
aged to have him transferred to another teacher.

few years later I heard that Ronnie had dropped out
of college. Shortly after, Ilearned that Dr. Salzberg
had died and left Ronnie a fair sum of money. Some-
one told my mother that Ronnie had mismanaged his
inheritance and was left with nothing. Whatever happened



PHOTO COURTESY JACKTUCKER

Jack’s son sings the four questions at a 1988 seder.

to Ronnie I knew nothing about, indeed did not even think
about, until that week when we were having Shabbos din-
ner at my parents’ home.

“You’re certainly right about Ronnie,” I replied to my
mother. “There is no yaysher. Some people never have any
mazelinlife.”

“Where did you see him?” she asked.

“Believe it or not, he showed up at my office. I was com-
ing out of the conference room when I noticed my secre-
tary talking to two very odd-looking people, aman and a
woman. Both were terribly dressed. He was unshaven and
she was—well, just weird looking.”

“Pretty?” she asked.

“I don’t know, just weird. You know, long denim dress
with patches. Long stringy hair. Anyway, at first I didn’t
pay much attention to them. They came into the office to
ask for directions to Westview Shopping Center. Then I
noticed that it was Ronnie Salzberg standing there in my
waiting room. So I went out and introduced myself. He
recognized me but didn’t seem in any mood to chat. When
they asked for more directions, I said, ‘Never mind, Ron-
nie. Let’s go to my car, and I’ll drive you there.””

Istopped tohave asip of teaand take a bite of apple cake,
but my mother became impatient. “Is that your whole sto-
ry? What did you learn about him?”

“Well, that’s the thing. As I drove them to Westview,
Itried to ask him what he was doing, but he kept looking
at his girlfriend and evaded giving me a straight answer.
When I asked where he lived, he just said, ‘Near here.” I
asked what he was doing, and he said, ‘A little bit of this,
alittle bit of that.” Finally, as we pulled up to the shopping
center, he stared at his girlfriend for a moment and con-
fessed, ‘IguessIshouldtellyou. Welive at Spring Grove.””

My brother overheard “Spring Grove” and became in-

terested in our conversation. It was the state mental hospi-
tal complex about a mile from my office. “How long has he
been a patient there?”

“Idon’tknow,” Ianswered. “Once he said Spring Grove,
Ithought it would be prying to ask any more questions.”

“Do you suppose he has been there all these years?” my
mother asked. “Has he been involved with drugs?”

“Ihave no idea,” I shrugged. “I didn’t have the chutz-
pahto ask what got him committed.” He had told me about
Spring Grove as he was about to get out of the car, but then
he hesitated, looked at me, and asked if he could borrow
$100. He caught me by surprise. I asked what he needed
it for, but he didn’t say. So I gave it to him—S$100. “I don’t
know if I did the right thing or not,” I told my family. “He
probably used the money just to buy liquor or dope.”

My mother reached over and gave me ahug. “Youdid the
right thing,” she said.

She told me to wait one minute while she ran to her bed-
room. She opened up the drawer where my father put away
his wallet before Skabbos, removed a hundred-dollar bill,
and brought it to me. I was dumbfounded. It was not that
my mother was so frum that she observed the Sabbath pre-
cisely the way her parents hadin Poland before the war. She
would boil water for tea on Friday night, turn off the oven
after serving the chicken and kugel, and would occasional-
ly run the dishwasher after the meal. She would answer the
phone on Saturday, and now that my father could nolonger
walk great distances, she even drove him to the synagogue.
But touching money on Shabbat? Never—atleastnot since
my father had sold hislast store that was open on Saturday.

“Why are you doing this?” I asked. “I don’t need your
money.”

“Takeit,” she ordered.

“It could wait until Sunday morning or some other time
thatIcome back here. Your creditis good.”

“I guess I could wait,” she said. “But I would not have
been able to sleep until I had given you the money. Don’t
you see? The money had to come from me and not from
you. All these years, I always felt that I never adequately
thanked Ronnie’s father for his gem:las khesed when you
boys were small. It meant so much to me at the time. Then
he diedbeforeIeverhadthe chance. And maybeatthe time,
Iwouldhavebeen embarrassed totellhimbecause thereare
some things you just cannot put into words. But now, Goz
tsu danken, I finally found away.”

Since selling his family’s nursing home in 1995, Jack
Tucker has been writing, reading, and consulting. His
Sept-Oct 2008 piece “Spare Me” bowled readers over
with his account of sending false alumni news, over
several years, to the Magazine.
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ALUMNI ESSAY

Song of myself

BY HASSAN S.ALI, AB’07
ILLUSTRATION BY JIM STOTEN

round these parts, they
call me Papa Smurf. It’s
10 p.m. on a Saturday,
and the Local barin
Chicago’s River North is
transforming into what
Ilike to call the “Flanger
Zone.” The bartender
cuts the music and passes
out black binders with
sticky laminated pages
that crinkle when you leaf through

them, thanks to a spilled beer or two.

(“AtleastThopeit’s just beer,” says
some guy next to me who looks like
a cast member of Fersey Shore. We
high-five. I getit.)

The bartender switches two
wall-mounted T'Vs to a video feed
that features a photo of akitten
singing into a microphone. “All
right everybody, it’s ten o’clock,”
announces emcee Steve Archer,
“That means it’s time once again
for karaoke.”

Ifimitation is the sincerest form
of flattery, then I still don’t know
what the hell karaokeis. It’s an
activity that rewards drunken off-
key renditions of cheesy rock ballads
with cheers and laughter, while
pitch-perfect performances of even
the most popular songs can leave
listeners bored.

Ileaf through the binder full of
songs and find what I’m looking for,
alittle piece of Americanaknown as
“Stranglehold” by Ted Nugent. But
when a bachelorette party rollsin,
Idecide on something that doesn’t

include thelyrics, “Then I crushed
your face.”

It’s time to pander. You can’t go
wrong with Tom Petty’s “American
Girl” in a situation like this, and I ask
Steve to add my song to the growing
list. By now he knows to put me
down as “Papa Smurf,” my karaoke
stage name and what strangers will
remember to call me throughout the
night, after I’ve hit that final note.

A few songs later, it’s my turn.
“Give it up for Papa Smurf!” Steve
announces. Sure enough, midway
through the song, the bride-to-be
and three of her friends join me. Half
dancing and half singing, we all get
through the song somehow. I get
four hugs and tell one of them we’re
doing a duetin alittle bit. It’s a deal.
Ireturn to my seat, where another
guy’s beenidly leafing through the
binder with clearly no intention of
singing. I pry the book away and find
Frankie Valli’s “Can’t Take My Eyes
Off You.” Five minutes later I ask
Steve to add me and my new friend
to the list.

Besides free refills, there is nothing
more American than getting behind
amicrophone and embarrassing
yourself. Politicians and Donald
Trump are experts at it. Yet there’s
something about singing in front of a
room full of strangers that petrifies
some people. I know, because I used
to be one of them.

IfIsat down with the me of ten
years ago, not only would it be a
miracle of cloning and time-travel
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Abe Lincoln probably
would have picked Pat
Benatar’s “We Belong.”
Napoleon would rock
TLC’s “Waterfalls.”

technology, but I doubt I’d consider
us the same person. “Iremember you
in high school as someone who kept
to himself,” says Sarah Groninger, a
classmate Irecently ran into for the
first time since graduating eight years
ago. “Youseemed to have a quiet
demeanor buta good sense of humor.”

Beyond the acne, token teenage
angst, and crippling shyness around
girls, I was a smart and happy guy,
with parents who supported my
interests in writing, comedy, and
filmmaking. I was content with
being my own best friend.

That all changed whenIgotto
UChicago and joined the Maroon. 1
don’treally know what drew me to the
campus newspaper, but I was addicted.
Journalism meant having to talk to
people. Alotof people. And it meant
being charming to complete strangers
who otherwise wouldn’tagree to an
interview. SoIleftsocial awkwardness
and fear of rejection at the door.

Sarah agrees. “Today’s Hassan
seems a lot more outgoing, confident,
and conversational.”

Since college, I’ve channeled
my freewheeling sensibilities into
activities like improv comedy, but
Istill gravitate toward the karaoke
floor as my favorite way to unwind.



Why? Well, it’s free. And it’s
also one of the best ways to
socialize with old friends or make
new ones. I don’t often run into
people like Julia, the bride’s friend
who joined me for that duet. From
my experience, hipster-ish girls
absolutely hate things like karaoke.
It’s about as appealing as a Groupon
for prune juice. But Julia proves
me wrong: when Steve cues up
the Frankie Vallisong, she grabs a
microphone and pumps one hand in
the air. Her entire table of friends
starts screaming. The music begins,
and we alternate looking intently
at each other and glancing back at
the lyrics scrolling across the TV
screen. We crudely choreograph
adance number during a brief
instrumental break and end the song
with a move best described as “jazz
hands.” We welcome the next singer
up to the mic and both grab a seat.

Soon afterward we’re talking
about how you can tell alot about
aperson by the song they pick.
I'wonder aloud what different
historical figures might have picked
to sing. For Abe Lincoln, probably
Pat Benatar’s “We Belong.”
Napoleon would rock TLC’s
“Waterfalls.” After a good laugh,
Idecide to call it an early night, but
not before Julia gives me her phone
number. Not too bad for an evening
of foolishness.

Beyond the social aspect, karaoke
also further immortalizes songs and
the artists. Jon Bon Jovi can retire
today knowing that hislegacy is
well protected in karaoke bars all
over the world. Karaoke also gives
one-hit wonders a second life. More
important, it allows us average
people to be pop stars for two to four
minutes, even if it doesn’t come with
all the perks of rock and roll.

Of course I have met my fair
share of karaoke haters—those
who say karaoke is pointless and
embarrassing and dumb. Well, those
people are idiots. They’re probably
vegan and wear toe shoes. And go
to business school. Because karaoke
is supposed to be embarrassing and
dumb. The whole idea is to embrace
that cheesiness in a headlock until
it cries uncle. It’s part of an attitude
that rewards doing something bold
instead of sitting on the sidelines.
It’s how I now approach everything
inlife.

All for the small price of your
dignity. If you ask me, it’s a bargain. &

Hassan S. Aliis a TV and online
comedy writer and producer. He
likes sandwiches. Stalk him at
beyondcereal.com.
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NOTES

IN SERVIGE OF THE LAW

Quintin Johnstone, U-High’32,
AB’36,JD’38, the Justus S. Hotchkiss
professor emeritus at Yale Law School,
hasreceived the Connecticut Law
Tribune’s Service to the Profession
Award, renamed in June to honor the
property lawyer’s 12 years as chair of
the newspaper’s editorial board (future
recipients will receive the Professor
Quintin Johnstone Service to the
Profession Award). Johnstone has
spent more than five decades at Yale,
minus two years in the 1960s as dean of
Haille Selasse School of Law in Addis
Abbaba, Ethiopia.

PRESIDENTIAL DESIGN

Joining the growinglist of university
presidents who graduated from
UChicago—including Swarthmore
College president Rebecca Chopp,
PhD’83; Teresa A. Sullivan, AM’72,
PhD’75, of the University of Virginia;
and Leon Botstein, AB’67, of Bard
College—Laurence A. Hinz, MBA'91,
has been named president of the Santa
Fe University of Artand Design.

WONKETTE ACROSS THE POND

Inlate September political blogger
Ana Marie Cox, AB’94, started
blogging for British newspaper
the Guardian, covering the 2012
presidential election “from the
people running to the people

Ana Marie Cox

TRAFFIC MANAGER

Paul Casey, AB’94, senior service planner for the city of Santa Monica’s (CA) Big
Blue Bus, which operates some 200 energy-efficient alternative-fuel vehicles, was
awarded the Swedish Institute’s Swedish-American Bicentennial Fellowship. In
September he traveled to Stockholm and Malmé—one of the most sustainable
cities in the world—to research innovative transit solutions to traffic congestion.

covering the people running to the
people that will actually vote.” The
founder of political satire website
Wonkerte, Cox noted on the Guardian
blog that she was particularly excited
about seeing her 3’s replaced with

s’s and “being able to use the word
‘fortnightly’ more often.”

RISK STUDIES

David K. A. Mordecai, PhD’04, and
Samantha Kappagoda, MBA’96,
have established the Risk Economics
Lab for Decision Metrics at New
York University’s Courant Institute
of Mathematical Sciences. The lab
applies computational methods to
geopolitical and socioeconomic
issues, including aging, immigration,
and consumer habits. Mordecai and
Kappagoda, founders of consulting
firm Risk Economics, are co-
executive directors.

DON’T CALL ME SHIRLEY
Toxicologist Barry Rumack, SB’64,
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who’s retired from the University
of Colorado School of Medicine
and the Rocky Mountain Poison
and Drug Center, has received

the Career Achievement Award
from the American Academy of
Clinical Toxicology. The award is
not Rumack’s only claim to fame:
the neighbor of filmmakers David
and Jerry Zucker, who directed the
1980 comedy Airplane!, Rumack
was the namesake of Leslie Nielsen’s
character in the movie.

A MODERN LOVE STORY

On January 29 Harvard’s Memorial
Church will host the world premiere
of the opera Heloise and Abelard,
written by married couple John
Austin, PhD’81, composer, and
Christine Froula, AB’71, AM’72,
PhD’77,librettist. Based ona
12th-century love story, the opera
addresses questions of faith and
politics in the 12th-century Catholic
Church that are still relevant today.
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RELEASES

The Magazine publishes a selection
of general-interest books, films, and
albums by alumni. For additional
alumni releases, find the link to the
Magazine’s GoodReads bookshelf
at mag.uchicago.edy.

COLUMBUS AND THE QUEST FOR JERUSALEM
By Carol Delaney, AM’78, PhD’84;
Free Press, 2011.

Arguing against contemporary
anticolonialist perspectives that
Christopher Columbus was a greedy
imperialist and glory hunter, Stanford
University professor emerita Carol
Delaney writes that he was in fact
trying to help fund areligious crusade
to take Jerusalem from the Muslims.
Placing Columbus in the political and
religious context of the 15th century,
Delaney says he believed that he was
destined to participate in this fight.

THE SECRET LIVES OF DRESSES

By Erin McKean, AB’93, AM’93; 5
Spot, 2011.

In her first novel, Erin McKean,
alexicographer and founder of

the website Wordnik.com, tells
the coming-of-age story of Dora
‘Winston, a college student who
returns home to run her sick
grandmother’s vintage-clothing
store. Dorahas to fight greedy
relatives and her own conflicting
emotions to preserve the spirit of her
grandmother’s shop, a mission that
gives purpose to her aimless life.

PIETER BRUEGEL

By Larry Silver, AB’69; Abbeville
Press, 2011.

In2o10alost painting by 16th-century
Flemish painter Pieter Bruegel the
Elder was rediscovered in a collector’s
home in Spain. With this discovery

in mind, Larry Silver, a University of
Pennsylvania art-history professor,
examines Bruegel’s oeuvre—his
humorous scenes of peasants and
landscapes as well as his religious
interpretations. In his book, Silver
analyzes Bruegel’s work through a
historical lens; while the painter was
practicing his art for two decades in

Antwerp, Europe’s emerging capital
of capitalism, the region was also
experiencing religious turmoil.

WHAT’S NEXT? UNCONVENTIONAL WISDOM ON
THE FUTURE OF THE WORLD ECONOMY
Edited by David Hale and Lyric
Hughes-Hale, AB’'76; Yale University
Press, 2011.

More than 20independent
economists and analysts project what
willhappen in the world’s major
economies—the United States,
Australia, South Africa, China—over
the next five years in these turbulent
times. The writers explore social and
political factors, such as geopolitics
and tax policies, in addition to
statistical forecasts.

MICROSTYLE: THE ART OF WRITING LITTLE
By Christopher Johnson, AB’87; W. W.
Norton & Co, 2011.

Well before Twitter, poets, ad
copywriters, and political spinners
knew what branding consultant
Christopher Johnson discusses here:
some of the most important messages
are also the shortest. Johnson
examines why minimessages hitand
miss, discusses the tools that make
them memorable, and explores the
evolution of mass media into more
personal forms of communication.

THE WILSHIRE SUN

By Joshua Baldwin, AB’06; Turtle
Point Press, 2011.
Anunderachieving butaspiring young
writer from Brooklyn moves to Los
Angeles to become a screenwriter.
Joshua Baldwin’s debut novella,
which uses storytelling elements
from epistolary exchanges to stream-
of-consciousness rants about Walt
‘Whitman and absent grandparents,
explores the Hollywood dream

and the narrator’s psychological
deterioration.

FEDERAL FATHERS AND MOTHERS: A SOCIAL
HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES INDIAN
SERVICE, 1869-1933

By Cathleen Cabhill, AM’96, PhD’04;
University of North Carolina Press,
2011.

The United States Indian Service
(now the Bureau of Indian Affairs),
createdin1824, was responsible

for managing trust obligations to
American Indians, butitalso sought

tointegrate them into US social

and political systems. Cathleen
Cahill studies the agency during the
height of its assimilation efforts,
which attempted to use employees
as surrogate parents to make Native
Americans comfortable with the US
government.

Falslbs Muipasddsg

CLOSE TO THE EDGE: IN SEARCH OF THE
GLOBAL HIP HOP GENERATION

By Sujatha Fernandes, AM’00,
PhD’03; Verso, 2011.

Part memoir, part academic study,
Sujatha Fernandes’s book covers
youth street-culture movements
from Sydney to Havana to Chicago.
She works to understand the global
hip-hop scene—including rapping,
deejaying, beat making, and graffiti—
the artincited by anger toward
dispossession, racism, and poverty.

SWEET STUFF: AN AMERICAN HISTORY OF
SWEETENERS FROM SUGAR TO SUCRALOSE
By Deborah Jean Warner, AB’62;
Smithsonian Institution Scholarly
Press, 2011.

The average American consumes 150
pounds of sugar a year—not including
artificial sweeteners. Deborah Jean
Warner, curator at the Smithsonian
Institution’s National Museum of
American History, details the science
and technology, business and labor,
and politics and popular culture of
the products that have been central to
Americanlife since colonial times.
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REEL STORIES

The editors had few details about the
photograph introducing the Sept-
Oct/11 Peer Review section, but several
readers wrote to fill us in: the 1956
photo, which appeared in the Cap and
Gown from that year, featured (L-R)
Leo Herzenberg, AB’56; nonstudent
Doc Films member Ed Shafer; and then
Doc chair Roy Turner, AM’56.

The image also sparked some
reminiscences:

I'was pleasantly startled to see myself

in the photo, pointing at something.
...I'think I had some technical role—
maintaining equipment maybe. The last
time I saw the picture was in a black-and-
white publication of a few pages.

—Leonardo “Leo” Herzenberg, AB’56

The photo dates from atleast’54, when
Ientered the U of C as an early-entrant
undergrad and joined Doc Films. The
fellow on the rightis Roy [ Turner], an
Englishman who essentially ran Doc
Films, with Ed [Shafer] as second in
command. ... Noel Black, X’58, my
roommate (Mathews House) at the time,
also joined with me—and eventually
became a film director, as did my last
roommate, Phil Kaufman, AB’58 (T7%e
Right Stuff, etc.). We met in the basement
of Noyes, amid cartons of bizarre black-
and-white photos belonging to (if to
anyone) the art-history department
upstairs. It was probably the following
year that I became a projectionist, nursing
two Bell & Howell 16 mm projectors, in
Soc Sci12z, for twice-weekly showings,
during the rest of my time at the Uof C. 1
was paid $8 a show.

—Stanley Crawford, AB’s8

That picture was used in the 1956 Cap and
Gown yearbook with the listing for the
Documentary Film Group. It was taken
earlyin1956.

AsaDocFilm memberin the early
and mid-1950s, T had become generally
inactive by fall 1955 because of working
evenings at the University’s downtown
center in abuilding on LaSalle Street, as
well as on campus in the afternoon, and
taking a few courses to geta teaching
certificate. Thad been chair from mid-1953
to mid-1955 and fortunately got Roy to
take over. There were barely a handful of
members at the time.

The1954 and 1955 Cap and Gown
yearbooks didn’t have anything on the
Documentary Film Group—no pictures
of members—as was the case with several
student organizations of the time. ...
However, Doc Film did have alisting
and picture in the 1953 yearbook, which
was the first Cap and Gown that the U of
C putoutsince thelate193os. (Inthat

1953 posed picture, I’'m rather oddly
wearing alight gray tie and dark shirt
that hardlylookslike a U of C fashion.) I
guess that the 1956 photo is the only old
photo that the Doc Film people have in
their files and for the past ten or so years
have been putting on their website and
some schedules. It’s unfortunate that
there wasn’ta1941yearbook [to include]
the original Documentary Film Group.
The 1937 yearbook has a page for the first
student-run film group at the University,
formedin June1936,and pictures

the studentleaders. But that was the
University of Chicago Film Society that
during the 1940s operated concurrently
with the Doc Film Group. (The U of
CFilm Society was suspended and
dissolvedin early 1951.)

Note: The Documentary Film Group
always used Doc Film as its abbreviated
name. I don’t know how recently “Doc
Films” became the preferred name. I't
perhaps seems more appropriate.

—Fred C. Smith, AB54, ABss

Afterallthese years,Idon’trecognize
the three in this picture, but it almost
certainly dates to early to mid-1950s. The
person who could say for sure and probably
recognize them would be Ernie Callenbach,
PhB’49, AM’53, who was one of the Doc
Films organizers during that period.

He and I were among the pet film buffs
of Rose Dunn, the manager of the Hyde
Park Theater—she of the big hats and
cocktails before an opening. By then, Thad
left WBKB (Chicago’s first, experimental,
TV broadcast station) and had become a
professional “starving artist filmmaker,”
making TV commercials for thingslike
Playhouse 9o, projection equipment for
new stations, and fund-raising films for
impoverished clients (like the U of C
Alumni Association). Ernie and I would run
into each other periodically, and some of the
DocFilms aficionados would occasionally
help me. In the early ’6os I'started to mature
and “wentlegitimate,” making films for GE
and Argonne National Laboratory.

— George Tressel, PhB43
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DEATHS

TRUSTEES

J. Parker Hall lll, X’54, a University of
Chicago trustee emeritus, died September
22in Winnetka, IL. He was 78. The son of
former University treasurer J. Parker Hall
Jr.,U-High’23,PhB’27,in1971Halljoined
Lincoln Capital Management Company,
where he was president for almost 30
years. He published frequently on invest-
ment topics in the Financial Analysts Four-
nalandin 2000received the first Hortense
Friedman Award from the Investment
Analysts Society of Chicago. A trustee
of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and
the Nature Conservancy of Illinois, Hall
and his wife, Julie, created the Julie and
Parker Hall Botanic Garden Endowment
Fund at the University, which helped re-
new Botany Pond. Recipients of the 2008
University of Chicago Medal, the couple
also received several other awards honor-
ing their philanthropy. He is survived by
his wife, two daughters, a son, two broth-
ers, and eight grandchildren.

FACULTY & STAFF

Frank J. Baker Il, MBA’84, cofounder of
the University of Chicago Aeromedical
Network, died May 13 of diabetes compli-
cationsin Oak Brook, IL.Hewas 65.Inthe
late 1970s Baker joined the Pritzker School
of Medicine and rose to emergency-medi-
cine chair. Around that time, he cofounded
the city of Chicago’s Emergency Medical
Service Systems to coordinate paramedics
and ER physicians. In 1984 Baker started
the Medical Center’s emergency helicopter
system. Three yearslaterheleftthe Univer-
sity to work as a senior ER physician at sev-
eral local hospitals. A past president of the
Illinois College of Emergency Physicians,
Baker coedited Rosen’s Emergency Medicine:
Concepts and Clinical Practice (1983). He is
survived by his wife, Mary Mila Juric-Bak-
er, MBA’87; two daughters; two sisters;
and two grandchildren.

James Bowman, X’64, professor emeritus
in pathology and medicine, died Septem-
ber28in Chicago. He was 88. A pathology
and population-genetics expert who stud-
iedinherited blood diseases, Bowman was
the first African American tenured pro-
fessor in the University’s Biological Sci-
ences Division. After two years as chief
of pathology for the Medical Nutrition
Laboratory at Denver’s Fitzsimons Army
Hospital, Bowman and his wife, Barbara
(Taylor) Bowman, AM’52, movedtoIran,
where Bowman joined Nemazee Hospital
as its pathology chair. In1962 he returned
to UChicago, where he became a full pro-
fessorini971,directed the Comprehensive
Sickle Cell Center, and served as Pritzker
School of Medicine’s assistant dean for
minority affairs. He served on two federal

review committees overseeing sickle cell
screening and education. His many awards
include a CINE Golden Eagle Award for a
film about sickle cellsanda1992 Gold Key
Award from the University’s Medical and
Biological Sciences Alumni Association.
Survivorsinclude his wife;a daughter, for-
mer University trustee and Medical Cen-
ter trustee Valerie Bowman Jarrett; and
granddaughter Laura Jarrett, U-High’o3.
Zdenek Hruban, MD’56, PhD’63, profes-
sor emeritus of pathology, died September
18 in Chicago. He was 9o. A pioneerin ear-
ly electron microscopy, Hruban applied it
toclinical pathology, identifying how cells
respond normally to cellular injuries such
as oxygen deprivation, and was among the
first to describe cellular organelles called
peroxisomes. After fleeing communist
Czechoslovakia, Hruban joined UChica-
goin 1960, retiring as professor emeritus
in 1991. He received the 1994 Gold Key
Award from the University’s Medical and
Biological Sciences Alumni Association.
Cofounder of the Regenstein Library’s Ar-
chives of the Czechs and Slovaks Abroad,
Hruban was a member of the Czechoslo-
vak Council on Higher Education and
received the 1098 Czech Medal of Merit
First Degree. He is survived by his wife,
Jarmila; three children, Paul Hruban, U-
High’73,X’80, Ralph Hruban, U-High’77,
AB’81, and Diana Quinn, U-High’79;
and five granddaughters, including Zoe
Hruban, AB’09, and Emily Hruban, ’12.
Claire (Tournay) LaCocque, MST’75, for-
mer University of Chicago Lab Schools
French teacher, died May 30. She was 83.
A Lab Schools teacher from 1970 t0 1994,
LaCocque also taught religion in Belgium
and French in Jerusalem. She ministered
at her husband’s parish in Alsace, France.
She is survived by her husband, André;
daughter Elisabeth Brunner, U-High’74,
MST’83;two sons,including Lab Schools
counselor Michel LaCocque, AB’73,
MST’79; a sister; seven grandchildren,
including David LaCocque, U-High’go,
Rebecca LaCocque-Randle, U-High’94,
AB’98, and Jeremy LaCocque, U-
High’o7; and four great-grandchildren.
Susan Fromberg Schaeffer, AB’61,
AM’63, PhD’66, a visiting professor in
English and creative writing, died August
26 in Chicago. She was 71. Three-time
winner of the O. Henry Award for short
fiction and a finalist for the 1975 National
Book Award for poetry, Fromberg Schaef-
fer wrote six volumes of poetryandi4 nov-
els, including Buffalo Afternoon (1989). She
taught English at Brooklyn College, win-
ning the University of Chicago Alumni
Association’s 1996 Professional Achieve-
ment Award, until joining the University
in 2002. She is survived by her husband,
Neil; a daughter; a son; a brother; and two
grandchildren.
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Herman L. Sinaiko, AB’47, PhD’61, a
professor of humanities, died October 2
in Chicago. He was 82. Teaching in the
College for 57 years, Sinaiko was its dean
of students from 1982 to 1986, where he
worked to improve student mental-health
care and to expand University Theater.
Later, he founded the University of Chi-
cago Great Books Institute, which in-
troduces minority and first-generation
community-college students to the mate-
rials used in the Core curriculum. Sinaiko
earned several awards for his teaching, in-
cluding the University’s Quantrell Award
for Excellencein Undergraduate Teaching
(1963) and the Alumni Association’s Nor-
man Maclean Faculty Award (2003). He is
survived by his wife, Susan Fisher, SB’59;
two daughters, including Eve Sinaiko, U-
High’73,X’76; three sons, including David
Sinaiko, U-High’80, and Benjamin Sinai-
ko, U-High’99; and four grandchildren.

1930s

Robert S. Whitlow, AB’36, died April 4
in Hilton Head Island, SC. He was 96. A
‘W W IIveteran, Whitlow was an attorney
with the State and Treasury Departments
and GE Corporation before entering pri-
vate practice. He later held corporate
counsel posts at General Precision Equip-
ment Corporation and Commonwealth Oil
Refining Company. After retiring from
the latter in 1976 as senior vice president,
general counsel, and corporate secretary,
Whitlow became a private consultant.
He is survived by his wife, Leila; a daugh-
ter; three sons; brother Joseph Whitlow,
AB’309;asister; six grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

Helen Harshbarger, AB’37, of Plainfield,
IL, the first woman elected to the Will
County (IL) Board, died July 4. She was
95. Harshberger was a teacher, secretary,
and tax consultant before being elected
to the board in 1972. After serving three
terms, she was elected circuit clerk, retir-
ingin1996. Harshbarger was president of
the United Way of Will County and the
Joliet Junior College Foundation. Survi-
vorsinclude a daughter, three sons, and six
grandchildren.

Ruth S. Kadish, AB’37, of San Francisco,
died August 10. She was 95. A Navy lieu-
tenant during WW II, Kadish moved to
San Francisco, where she founded the
Service Committee on Public Education
and was named to the State Committee of
Teacher Credentials. As the first woman
on the San Francisco International Air-
port Commission, she started the art exhi-
bitions that still decorate SFO’s corridors.
Inz2001anartgalleryin her name was dedi-
cated at the airport. Kadish is survived by
herhusband, Morris; adaughter;ason;and
two grandchildren.

Bernard Wolnak, SB’39, of Northbrook,
1L, died June 2011. He was 92. A WW II
veteran, Wolnak did laboratory research
in what later became the field of biotech-



nology before consulting to international
agricultural, food manufacturing, and
pharmaceutical companies. He retired at
age 9o. Survivors include two daughters,
a brother, a sister, five grandchildren, and
seven great-grandchildren.

1940s

Antreen M. Pfau, SB’40, SM’44, died
August17in Napa, CA. She was 93. A bio-
medical editor, Pfau worked at Argonne
National Laboratory, Lawrence Liver-
more National Laboratory, and City of
Hope National Medical Center. Sheis sur-
vived by her husband, John Pfau, AB’47,
AM’48,PhD’51, and two daughters.
Isabel (McNeill) Carley, U-High’33,
AM’41, died July 14 in Gaithersburg, MD.
She was 92. A leader in bringing the Orff
approach—a method that combines mu-
sic, movement, and speech—to American
music education, Carley cofounded the
America Orff-Schulwerk Association and
chaired the Orff Echo’s editorial board.
Recipient of the association’s 1998 Distin-
guished Service Award, she composed for
the recorder and wrote the three-volume
Recorder Improvisation and Technique.
Survivors include two daughters; a son;
a brother, the Robert A. Millikan dis-
tinguished service professor emeritus in
history William H. McNeill, U-High’34,
AB’38, AM’39; a sister; three grandchil-
dren;and five great-grandchildren.

Henry R. Gass, AB’41,died May 8 in Rock-
ford, IL. He was 91. A WW II veteran,
Gass was a systems analyst for Ben Frank-
lin Bank. In retirement he was a Walmart
greeter and played Santa Claus at the Au-
rora, IL, store during the holidays. He is
survived by his wife, Bernice; astepson; a
sister; and four step-grandchildren.
James A. Schoenberger, SB’41, MD’43,
died August 13 in Palo Alto, CA. He was
92. A cardiologist who linked high choles-
teroland smoking toheartdisease, Schoen-
berger taught at the College of Medicine
at the University of Illinois at Chicago
before starting a private practice. In1968
hereturned to teaching at Rush University
Medical Center, where he chaired the pre-
ventive-medicine department and founded
an Alzheimer’sresearch center, retiring as
professor emeritus in 1994. A past presi-
dent of the American Heart Association,
Schoenberger received the University of
Chicago Medical and Biological Sciences
Alumni Association’s 1982 Distinguished
Service Award. Heis survived by his wife,
Sara Ann (Cotter) Schoenberger, PhB’46;
three sons; and five grandchildren.

James W. Tedrow, AB’42,]D’47, MBA’50,
an attorney, died January 13 in Menlo
Park, CA. He was go. A WW II and Ko-
reaveteran, Tedrow was counsel at Auto-
matic Electric Company before becoming
acorporate secretary at Lenkurt Electric.
After retiring in 1984, he did pro bono
work for the Legal Aid Society and served
on Menlo Park’s Library Commission. He

is survived by his wife, Virginia (Vlack)
Tedrow, AB’47; three daughters; a sister;
agranddaughter; and a great-grandson.
Louise (Harvey) Clark, SB’45, an archi-
tect, died August 21 in Santa Rosa, CA.
She was 86. An apartment-complex de-
signer in the Bay Area with her husband,
Johnson Clark, SB’43, Clark became an
antiwar activistin thelate19 6os, working
as a draft counselor at the Mount Diablo
Peace and Justice Center. In 2006 she cre-
ated a hillside memorial honoring troops
lostinIraqand Afghanistan. Her husband
diedin2007. Sheissurvived by two daugh-
ters and four sons.

Michael M. Davis, U-High’35, SB’47,
SM’57, an engineer, died April 19 in
Chapel Hill, NC. He was 93. A WW II
veteran, Davis developed biomedical
technologies at the National Institutes of
Health, created radio-navigation systems
for NASA at General Electric, and de-
vised vehicle-testing systems for govern-
ment agencies. He is survived by his wife,
Patricia; two daughters; three sons; eight
grandchildren; and a great-granddaughter.
C. Lamar Wallis, BLS’47, a library ad-
ministrator, died April 15 in Memphis,
TN. He was 95. A WW II veteran, Wal-
lis led efforts to desegregate Memphis
public libraries in the 1960s. He spent 22
years as director of the Memphis/Shelby
County Public Library and Information
Center. Survivors include a son and two
grandchildren.

Willis Dale Hannawalt, AB’49, JD’54, of
San Francisco, died June 22. He was 83.
An attorney, Hannawalt taught at Stan-
ford Law School before joining Pillsbury,
Madison & Sutro, where he retired as a
partner. He also did pro bono work for
San Francisco public schools. His first
wife, Vivian (Chaya) Hannawalt, AB’49,
AM’54, died in 2003. He is survived by
his wife, Linda; two daughters; ason; two
sisters; and six grandchildren.

1950s

Charles O. Erickson, AM’50, DB’51, died
July 4 in Kalamazoo, MI. He was 86. A
‘W W IIveteran and civil-rights advocate,
Erickson was a United Church of Christ
minister and taught at Piedmont and De-
fiance Colleges. He was later director of
church relations at Olivet College. He
is survived by his wife, Alberta “Jane”
Drake Erickson, X’50; three sons; and six
grandchildren.

Leon F. Miller, AM’46,PhD’50,died May
28 in Springfield, MO. He was 91. AWW
II veteran, Miller was a distinguished
professor of education at Northwest Mis-
souri State University, where he directed
the Horace Mann Laboratory School and
chaired the education and psychology di-
vision. He served as graduate dean before
retiring in 1985. Miller won the Phi Delta
Kappa Distinguished Educational Service
Award and received the 1991 Lions Club
International Humanitarian Award. He

is survived by his wife, Mary Belle, and a
daughter.

Katalin (Sarosy) Paterson, AM’50, of
Aranda, Australian Capital Territory,
Australia, died May 1. She was 87. After
meeting at Chicago, Paterson, a social
worker, and her husband, Mervyn Pat-
erson, X’50, moved to Australia, where
she worked for the Canberra immigration
department and the Heart Foundation of
Australia. She is survived by her husband,
adaughter, a son, and two grandsons.
Heath K. Riggs, SM’48, PhD’50, a math-
ematician, died April 20 in Burlington,
VT. He was 92. Riggs was admissions di-
rector at the University of Vermont before
joining the school’s math faculty in 1953.
During his 31 years there, he introduced
the first computer to campus and taught in
the schools’ National Science Foundation
Summer Institute for math teachers. He
also chaired the Richmond (VT) school
board and zoning committee. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Harriet; a daughter; two
sons; two sisters; six grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren.

Earl H. Swanson, X’50, of Lincolnshire, IL,
died April24. He was100. Swanson worked
for the Advertising Checking Bureau for
58 years, retiring as chair. He is survived
by his wife, Beryl Petersen Swanson,
PhB’33;adaughter; two sons; abrother; 12
grandchildren;and1g great-grandchildren.
Joseph V. Brady, PhD’51, a neuroscien-
tist, died July 29 in Towson, MD. He was
89. AWW Il veteran, Brady specialized
in behavioral substance abuse, pioneer-
ing treatment approaches such as mobile
methadone units and launching the field
of behavioral pharmacology. He spent 20
years atthe Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research as deputy director of neuropsy-
chiatry and directed the space-research
laboratory at the University of Maryland,
training the first chimps to fly on NASA
missions. He later joined Johns Hopkins
School of Medicine. A recipient of the
American Psychological Association’s
Distinguished Scientific Award, Brady
also founded the nonprofit Institute for
Behavioral Resources. He is survived by
his wife, Nancy; four daughters; a son; a
stepdaughter; a brother; 13 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

David G. Hinners, AM’48, PhD’51, died
July 6 in Bangor, ME. He was 87. A WW
IIveteran, Hinners was aresearch analyst
for the Census Bureau; the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare; and the
State Department’s Asia and Far East di-
vision. He retired from the Justice Depart-
mentin1986 as a senior research specialist
and wrote abiography of Chinese diplomat
Tong Shao-Yi.

Mary (Lawrence) Stillings, SB’51, died
July 25 in Salem, OR. She was 88.In1959
Stillings and her husband, Edwin J. Still-
ings, AM’48, PhD’52, moved to Salem,
where she was a member of the League of
‘Women Voters, the American Association
of University Women, and Marion County
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Democrats. Her husband diedin1991. Sur-
vivors include two daughters, a son, five
grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.
Creed Black, AM’52, of Miami, former
president of the Knight Foundation, died
August16. He was 86. A WW Il veteran,
Black was ajournalist with the Phzladelphia
Inquirerbefore becoming chairand publish-
erofthe Lexington Herald-Leader Compa-
ny. In1986 heled the Kentucky news team
to a Pulitzer Prize with a series exposing
violations of NCA A policy. Black was in-
ducted into the Kentucky Journalism Hall
of Fame that year. He joined Knightin1988
and grew the organization’s endowment
tonearly $1.2 billion. He is survived by his
wife, Elsa; a daughter; and three sons.

Leo Herzel, JD’52, a corporate attorney
and legal scholar, died July 21 in Glencoe,
IL. He was 87. Cochair of law firm Mayer
Brown, Herzel wrote a market analysis of
resource allocation problems that contin-
ues to influence Federal Communications
Commission policy. Survivors include a
daughter, ason, and a grandson.

Jo Eleanor Elliott, AM’53, died May 1in
Boulder, CO. She was 87. A past presi-
dent of the American Nurses Association,
Elliott headed the Western Council on
Higher Education for Nursing for 23 years.
She later directed the US Public Health
Service’s nursing division and taught at
several schools, including the University
of Michigan. Recognized by President
Obama during his 2010 speech to the ANA
foralifetime of “courage andleadership”in
health care, Elliott received the University
of Chicago Alumni Association’s1983 Pro-
fessional Achievement Award. Survivors
include several nieces and nephews.

John A. Harvey, AB’55,PhD’59, died June
25 in Philadelphia. He was 8o. A special-
ist in drug treatments for depression and
movement disorders, Harvey held joint
appointments as an associate professor
in psychology and pharmacology at the
University until 1968, when he joined the
University of Iowa. In 1988 he became a
professor at the Drexel University College
of Medicine and was department chair be-
fore retiring in 2010. A past president of
the American Psychological Association’s
psychopharmacology division, Harvey
received a research development award
and a research scientist award from the
National Institute of Mental Health. He
is survived by his wife, Rhoda (Sadigur)
Harvey, AB’54,PhD’61;two sons; and two
grandchildren.

Tom Gehrels, PhD’56, of Tucson, AZ,
died July11. He was 86. After fighting with
the Dutch Resistance during W W IT, Geh-
rels, an astronomer, spent 50 years at the
University of Arizona studying asteroids
and comets, research thathelped create im-
aging devices that took early close-up pho-
tos of Saturn and Jupiter. He was principal
investigator for a Pioneer roand 1rimaging
experiment, which returned the first im-
ages of Saturn’s F-ring. In19 8o he founded
the Spacewatch Project to observe aster-

oids, including ones that could threaten
Earth. Gehrels received the American
Astronomical Society’s 2007 Harold Ma-
sursky Award for his contributions to plan-
etary science. He is survived by his wife,
Liedeke; a daughter; and two sons.

Sarla Sharma, AM’56, of Greensboro,
NC, died May 25. A psychologist, Sharma
taught at North Carolina A& T State Uni-
versity for 44 years and retired professor
emeritus. Her publications focused on in-
justices against women. She is survived by
her husband, Chiranji L. Sharma,PhD’55;
a daughter; two sons; a sister; and two
grandchildren.

William Maehl Jr., PhD’57, a historian,
died July 26 in Santa Fe, NM. He was 81. A
US Army veteran, Maehl taught at Chica-
go and the University of Oklahoma before
becoming president of Fielding Gradu-
ate University in Santa Barbara, CA. A
board member for the Council on Adult
and Experiential Learning, he consulted
to universities around the country. Maehl,
arecipient of the University of Oklahoma
Regents” Award for Superior Teaching,
also cofounded the Fournal of Transforma-
tive Education. He is survived by his wife,
Audrey; a daughter; a sister; and three
grandchildren.

1960s

Joseph Coggin Jr., PhD’65, of Mobile,
AL,died August22. Hewas 73. Anexpert
in cancer detection, therapies, and poten-
tial vaccines, Cogginjoined the University
of South Alabama College of Medicine as
aprofessor of microbiology and immunol-
ogy in the 1970s. He later served as asso-
ciate dean for basic medical sciences and
retired as professor emeritus in 2006.
He is survived by his wife, Sharon; two
daughters; two sons; a brother; and seven
grandchildren.

Helen Elizabeth Bock, AM’67, of Arvada,
CO, died May 21. She was 87. Bock taught
special-needs studentsin the Chicago Pub-
lic Schools for many years and created the
special-education program at Harlan High
School. After retiring in 1987, she moved
to Scottsdale, AZ, and became board
president of the Heard Museum Guild.
Her husband, Frederick C. Bock, AB’39,
PhD’50, died in 2000. Survivors include
two daughters, a son, two grandchildren,
and five great-grandchildren.

Marguerite (Bondy) Bougere, PhD’68,
an educator, died June 29 in New Orleans.
She was 92. Bougere taught early-child-
hood education and children’s literature
at Tulane University for nearly three
decades. She cowrote the International
Reading Association’s first dictionary of
reading. Survivorsincludeason,abrother,
and four sisters.

1970s

Geoffrey “Geoff” M. Adkins, AB’73,
MD’77, of River Forest, IL, died July 30
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after alongillness. He was 60. A fellow of
the American College of Obstetriciansand
Gynecologists, Adkins consulted to hos-
pitals and private practitioners. Survivors
include a sister.

Frank A. Wood, AB’73,X’80, died May 27
in De Pere, WI. He was 82.In1953 Wood
and hiswife, Agnes,bought Denmark Press
and grew it into Brown County Publishing
Company, the umbrella company for the
Green Bay News Chronicle and 35 other pub-
lications. In 2002 Wood was inducted into
the Wisconsin Newspaper Hall of Fame and
two yearslater sold the company to Gannett
Corporation. He also taught humanities
and international business at St. Norbert
College. Wood is survived by his wife; two
daughters; five sons, including Michael
Wood, AB’79, MBA’83; 14 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

Gordon B. Shneider, LLM’75, of North-
brook, IL, died April 21. He was 77. In
1975 Schneider became one of the 28
original faculty members of Lewis Uni-
versity Law School (later acquired by
Northern Illinois University), teaching
there until 2004. A corporate finance and
torts specialist, he was voted Professor of
the Year by members of the school’s Class
0f 1988. Shneider served on the board of
the LUNGevity Foundation. Survivors
include two daughters; a son, Benjamin
Shneider, MD’86; two brothers, includ-
ing Jerome Shneider, MBA’69; a sister;
and four grandchildren.

2000s

John “Jack” Wing, MLA’05, died August
7in Skokie, IL. He was 75. After working
as a financial analyst, Wing became presi-
dentat A. G. Becker & Co. and then CEO
of investment firm the Chicago Corp.
(later ABN AMRO). Wing next joined
the Illinois Institute of Technology as
executive director of the Center for Law
and Financial Markets and taught law and
finance. Inductedin 2005 into the Futures
Industry Association of Hall of Fame, he
served on the boards of the Chicago Stock
Exchange and the Illinois Humanities
Council. Wing is survived by his wife,
Joan; two daughters; a son; a brother; two
sisters; and nine grandchildren.

2010s

Mandeep Bedi, AB’10, died August 25
in Chicago from injuries related to a traf-
fic incident in which his wife, Elizabeth
(Baker-Steimer) Bedi, ’12, was also in-
jured. He was 23. Bedi was a sales intern
for University of Chicago’s IT Services
Solution Center. In the College, Bedi
was a residential computing assistant and
taught courses on the politics of soccerand
freedom of speech for Chicago high-school
students. His senior thesis explored the
anthropology of urban graffiti. He is sur-
vived by his wife, his parents, and a sister.
(Formore, see page 22.)



CHICAGO CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

Inkwater Press publishes book-length fic-
tion, nonfiction, and poetry. Royalties.
503.968.6777. inkwaterpress.com.

Physics PhD wanted to go back in time,
give my grandfather investment advice,
make me a trust-fund weenie. Must pro-
vide own time machine. Will be paid from
trust fund uponreturn. 555.664.7665.

Family medical coordinator. Highly
intelligent, unusually competent indi-
vidual with a background in science and
exceptional communication skills sought
by Manhattan family to research and co-
ordinate family medical and health-care
issues. This person will manage a small
team of professionals and interface with
physicians, medical researchers, and con-
sultants (in academia and otherwise) to
ensure delivery of highest-quality medi-
cal care to family members. Considerable
weight will be given to unusual academic
distinction and other intellectual achieve-
ments. Clinical experience is a plus. This
is a full-time position with a highly at-
tractive compensation package and sig-
nificant upside potential. Please e-mail
résumé to pmrrecruit@gmail.com.

Research associate/personal assis-
tant, New York City. Highly intel-
ligent, resourceful individuals with
exceptional communication skills
sought to undertake research projects
and administrative tasks for a success-
ful entrepreneur. We welcome applica-
tions from writers, musicians, artists,
or others who may be pursuing other
professional goals in the balance of their
time. $9o—110K /year to start (depend-
ing on qualifications). Résumé to rapany
@gmail.com.

SERVICES

Studying for the Series 7, 6, 63, 65,
66, 24, 62, or 79? Solomon Exam Prep
has helped thousands pass their FINRA
and NASAA exams. Chicago-, Whar-
ton-, and Yale-educated. 503.968.6777.
solomonexamprep.com.

Veena Arun, MD, University Ophthal-
mology: Medical & Surgical Eyecare;
Art Andrews, ABOC, University Op-
tical: Art & Science of Eyewear. 1525
East 53rd Street, Suite 1002, Chicago,
IL 60615. Phone: 773.288.2020. Fax:

773.324.3704.

Certified retirement coach. Using sci-
entific assessment tool, alumnus helps

couples/singles design customized
plan for your future lifestyle needs.
retireyourway.biz.

RENTALS

Mexico, Pacific coast. 4-bedroom hill-
top retreat in charming Sayulita, north of
Puerto Vallarta. Ocean views, pool, gar-
den. casadoschicos.com.

BIOLOGIST’S PHEROMONES

INCREASE AFFECTION

Created by
Winnifred Cutler,
Ph.D. in biology
from U. of Penn,
post-doc at
Stanford.

' Co-discovered
human
pheromones in
1986
(Time 12/1/86;
Newsweek 1/12/87)

ATHENA PHEROMYNES "

UNSCENTED FORMULAS
FOR MEN AND WOMEN.

oz. of fragrance, worn daily
lasts 4-6 mos, or use straight.
For Women $98.50, For Men $99.50
Effective for 74% in two 8-wk double blind
studies published in peer review journals.

Unsceﬂfe
Fragrance |
Additives %

"Fabulous product! You did the research! am

married and with my wife only. Well, within

days it was amazing. The affection level

went up 20 fold." @ -Joseph, Ml
tm

Not in stores, Call 610-827-2200
or view the science and order online
Athenainstitute.com ucm

Italy, Tuscany-Umbria border. Beautiful
5-bedroom country villa, designer interi-
ors,stunning views, heated infinity pool,
private grounds. Available year-round.
poderepalazzo.com.

US Virgin Islands, St. John. Hillcrest
Guest House. Ocean views and discounts.
340.776.6774. hillcreststjohn.com.

REAL ESTATE

Private Communities Registry. Tour the
top retirement, vacation, and golf commu-
nities at privatecommunities.com.

Paris Fractional Ownership/Rentals.Ideally
located. 516.874.0474.coopergl@gmail.com.
paris-fractional-ownership.com and
rentals-paris.com.

FOR SALE

Natural, Organic Gifts and more.
Healthy, eco-friendly, socially conscious.
naturalorganicrecycled.com.

Enjoy political fiction? Try a Populist
coup in France—77ricolor Terror at the Eif-
fel Tower. Send $30to: R. DeAngelis, 26,
cours JH Fabre, Serignan-du-Comtat,
84830, France.

Chicago Classifieds
Reach 145,000 Readers.

AD RATES $3 per word, ten-word minimum.
DISCOUNTS 5% for advertising in 3-5 issues and
15% for 6 or more issues.

DEADLINES December 2 for the Jan-Feb/12 issue.
To learn more, visit mag.uchicago.edu.

ADVERTISING CATEGORIES (Check one.)

O For Sale O Professional Services
(JReal Estate (7 Travel

O Rental 0 Wanted

O Personals O Other

Name
Daytime Phone

E-Mail

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER
O Visa O Mastercard 0 Discover

Account # Exp. Date

[ Check (Payable To University Of Chicago Magazine.)

Submit form, typed classified advertisement, and
payment via e-mail to uchicago-magazine@uchicago
.edu, or by fax to 773.702.88386, or by mail to The
University of Chicago Magazine, 401 North Michigan
Avenue, Suite 1000, Chicago, IL 60611.
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LITE OF THE MIND

PHOENIXFLAKE

For those who prefer anindoor

white winter, the Magazine offers

apaper snowflake to decorate your

fridge or cube, inspired by last

winter’s Buzzfeed.com nerd flakes.
—dAmy Braverman Puma

To make your own UChicago-
themed snowflake, download

our pdf pattern and guide at
mag.uchicago.edu/snowflake.
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alumniweekend
May 31-June 3, 2012

YOU WANT
10 SEE?

Mark your calendar now for May 31-June 2,2012. Come back, see how campus has

changed, and reconnect with good friends. If you wish to serve on your Class Committee,

please contact Adam Niermann at 773.702.7610 or aniermann@uchicago.edu

Go to alumniweekend.uchicago.edu for more details.

Questions? Call 800.955.0065 or e-mail alumniweekend@uchicago.edu

THE UNIVERSITY OF

CHICAGO




©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.
The US EPA has not estimated fuel economy for the Panamera S Hybrid. Check porscheusa.com for updated information. Get the free reader app at http://gettag.mobi.

panamera.com/hybrid

What do you do after you’ve done the impossible?
Do it with less.

The Porsche Panamera was the first vehicle to combine true race-bred driving
dynamics with executive-class comfort and amenities. A feat few thought possible.
But for Porsche, it was just the start. Introducing the Panamera S Hybrid. Beneath
its lightweight body, a supercharged V6 engine seamlessly combines output with
an electric motor for low fuel consumption and a 0—60 time of 5.7 seconds.

Less has never been more thrilling. Porsche. There is no substitute.

NeE PORSCHE



